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WMRAF Sector Updates
	Please select the sector you are providing updates for:


	Rural Economy and Employment



	1. Please provide a summary (no more than 300 words) for the topic:

	Local Enterprise Partnerships –Local Authority and Business Leaders received letters from the Government (29 June 2010) inviting them to come together to consider how they wish to form Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), to replace the Regional Development Agencies. 
The aim of the LEPs will be to provide strategic leadership in each area (the aim to operate on economic units/areas) to set out local economic priorities. The Government set a tight time frame for responses of 6 September. Over the summer months, considerable discussion took place on various alliances which finally resulted in the following proposed LEPs for the West Midlands:

· Birmingham and Solihull with East Staffordshire, Lichfield and Tamworth
· Coventry and Warwickshire 

· Stoke-on -Trent and Staffordshire 

· The Black Country 

· The Marches Enterprise Partnership - Shropshire and Herefordshire Telford & Wrekin 

· Worcestershire
The Government announced a seventh West Midlands LEP, actually not a LEP but a proposal by Business Voice WM for an overall co ordination role. Ministers will consider the proposals in detail, looking at how they will support economic growth, before providing feedback to partnerships ahead of the publication of the White Paper on sub-national economic growth and the introduction of the Localism Bill to provide the necessary legislation for LEPs,


	Please highlight the relevance to WMRAF priorities (no more than 150 words):

	The LEPs will be an important body for the WMRAF to influence as they will set the priority for economic growth in their area. We need to ensure that rural business issues are understood and taken into consideration, in particular with regards to the delivery of broadband and affordable housing.


	Please note suggested next steps / actions for WMRAF

	Given the tight time frame the CAG wrote on behalf of The WMRAF to Ministers and Local Authorities highlighting the importance of the rural economy in the region, in particular to: 

· ensure that rural areas do not fall between the gaps, in other words that no part of the region is left uncovered by a Local Enterprise Partnership;

· ensure that the criteria used for the allocation of funding to Local Enterprise Partnerships take into account rural economic circumstances;

· ensure that rural businesses are properly represented on the governing bodies of Local Enterprise Partnerships;

· charge the Local Enterprise Partnerships to take account of rural economic needs in their areas (as the RDAs were charged in the original legislation); 

· ensure that Local Enterprise Partnerships have regard to skills deficits in their areas and work with funding bodies and educational and training institutions to address them; and

· allow for the creation by Local Enterprise Partnerships of a body charged with supporting the work of several Local Enterprise Partnerships and providing central services such as research.

In addition the Chair and Vice chairs and others have commissioned consultants to prepare a suite of Position Statements for the WMRAF articulating the key issues facing rural areas in the West Midlands.  These will be used to inform and influence Local Enterprise Partnerships and Local Authorities and refer to the five key West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum priorities.  Short and to the point, they will detail the evidence that we already hold; the headline issues; and give best practice examples.  It is anticipated that the work will be completed in time for the December WMRAF meeting.
Next step for the WMRAF - to remain informed of the debate and to work with the proposed six LEPs to ensure rural representation where applicable.


	

	2. Please provide a summary (no more than 300 words) for the topic:

	Broadband

The Coalition Government has stated "We will introduce measures to ensure the rapid roll-out of superfast broadband across the country. We will ensure that BT and other infrastructure providers allow the use of their assets to deliver such broadband, and we will seek to introduce superfast broadband in remote areas at the same time as in more populated areas. If necessary, we will consider using the part of the TV licence fee that is supporting the digital switchover to fund broadband in areas that the market alone will not reach."
A greater level of detail will no doubt emerge in due course after the new ministers can start to get to grips with the details of proposals. What is clear is that the Conservative policy of top-slicing the BBC licence fee has not been ruled out in a bid to aid broadband rollout in rural areas; it is not expected to see a return of the 'broadband tax', a 50 pence per month levy proposed by the previous government. The policy does leave open the possibility of further funding mechanisms that will encourage the industry to invest in next generation networks.
Following the publication of the coalition document, the government announced a delay in the role out of broadband speed of 2Mbps per second from 2012 to 2015.

In the meantime, the Advantage West Midlands pilot project progresses in the Rural Regeneration Zone and should be open for business in October. This will be an important pilot project for the delivery of broadband in a rural area. In addition, the Rural Broadband Infrastructure Study has also been published by AWM, highlighting the problems of Broadband within the West Midlands (available on their website)

Business Voice has also met with Ofcom in London, to discuss broadband standards in rural areas. The meeting was unsatisfactory as Ofcom is waiting on a proposed 2015 rollout of broadband and the level that European legislation is going to require. Suggestion to become involved in the Broadband Delivery UK and raise the issues and concerns with regards to rural broadband. Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) is a government quango which is charged with the delivery of the Universal Service Commitment to deliver 2Mbps to every household.


	Please highlight the relevance to WMRAF priorities (no more than 150 words):

	Broadband is a key priority for WMRAF and therefore it is important for the RAF to influence and follow the debate on rural broadband delivery. Broadband is essential to the rural economy, but also likely to be essential in the future as a means of accessing Government and Local Authority Services.


	Please note suggested next steps / actions for WMRAF

	The WMRAF needs to articulate why broadband is important in rural areas for business etc. and highlight the problems of regionally influencing the LEPs and national debate.


	3. Please provide a summary (no more than 300 words) for the topic:

	Spending Review 2010 

The Government announced details of how the next Spending Review (SR) will be conducted. The SR, due to conclude in the Autumn, will set spending limits for every Government department for the period 2011-12 to 2014-15. The timetable for the review, the process and guiding principles that will underpin the Government’s approach to setting spending limits are set out in the Spending Review Framework. 

Tough decisions need to be taken in order to reduce the unprecedented deficit. The Government is committed to achieving the bulk of this through reductions in Government spending, rather than tax increases, while protecting the quality of key frontline services. 

This SR is not just about cutting spending and setting budgets. It will be complete re-evaluation of the Government’s role in providing public services.  The SR will look at what services the Government should be providing and how to get more for less. 

The Government will be announcing its findings and decisions on 20 October 2010 


	Please highlight the relevance to WMRAF priorities (no more than 150 words):

	The impact of public sector cuts will impact across the WMRAF objectives, as there will be less money and people to deliver core priorities of the WMRAF. However,that impact will not be fully understood until 20 October and subsequent announcements.


	Please note suggested next steps / actions for WMRAF

	The WMRAF needs to understand the impact of the spending review, and raise issues of concerns from the region with regards the proposals.


	


[image: image1.jpg]west midlands rural affairs forum

the rural voice in the region




Business Updates

WEST MIDLANDS RURAL AFFAIRS FORUM

RDPE Programme 2007-13 

UPDATE (September 2010, from AWM)

The £54.9m budget for the West Midlands region is focussed on the four thematic areas of Livestock, Food & Drink, Tourism and Environmental Technologies and is being delivered via the following four key delivery mechanisms, Small Grants, Large Grants. Enabling and Support Projects and Leader.  

1. Small Grant Update

Rural Enterprise Grant (REG)

REG is a small capital grant programme for farmers and micro-enterprises funded under measures 311 and 312. The programme has been reviewed and the range of activities that farmers can apply for has been extended to include education, retailing, and office development and care farming.

The REG Team has dealt with:-

•
 1102 enquiries from potential applicants since the scheme started in October 2008.  

•
56 enquires were received between April- June 2010

•
£6,336,000 has been requested in grants from eligible Stage one enquiries that have been sent full application papers.  Of this figure £1,779,692 has been approved. 

•
£228,014 of grant was approved between April- June 2010

Farm Health Planning Initiative

The Farm Health Planning Initiative (FHPI) is managed by Lantra under the Landskills WM project. The current FHP Initiative pilot ended on the 31st March 2010. Lantra are currently undertaking an evaluation of the Audit Returns (summarised plans) to establish geographical imbalance, sectors that have engaged most and incidence of disease. 

The Farm Health Capital Grant Team has dealt with:-

•
314 stage 1 applications since the scheme went live in January 2010. 

•
200 applications were received between April- June 2010

•
£397,675 of grant support has been approved to 35 projects with £662,000 of private sector leverage. 

Woodland Enterprise Grant (WEG)
The WEG was launched in February 2010 and the grant aims to improve the economic value of forests and improve the overall performance of forestry enterprise.  The project will be delivered in partnership with Heartwoods via the Wood Fuel Supply Chain project and £400k has been allocated to the WEG programme. During April – June 2010 C£200k of grant has been awarded to 10 projects

2. Large Grant Update

Strategic Investment Grants

The extended suite of Strategic Investment Grant (SIG) bids were opened in June 2009. The processing of organic wastes and resource efficiency calls for bids closed on 22nd September 2009. All other calls for bids were closed at the end of April 2010. The response to bids and budget commitment to date is now being reviewed to assess where future support requires to be targeted and, budget permitting; expressions of interest will be accepted from October 2010.In total 21 projects have been approved to date under the various SIG with a total grant approved of £16.26m.
7 SIG projects were approved between April – August 2010:-

•
Corfton potato Store 

•
Staffordshire’s Environmental Quality Mark and Peak District Marketing 

•
Rural Broadband

•
Wheels to Work 

•
National Forest Adventure Farm 

•
Developing the supply chain for Halal sheep meat

•
Valefresco

3. Enabling and Support Projects

Skills and Knowledge Transfer

£11.2 million has been awarded in grant support to a range of enabling and support projects which will underpin the RDPE grants programme and allow for collaboration and facilitate knowledge transfer

The Lantra Land Skills West Midlands project proposes to raise the overall level of skills in the farming, food and forestry sectors. To date: 

· 10,000 participants engaged in training;               

· 10,000  Training days delivered;          

· 500 Farm health plans delivered; and

· 150 vets engaged with FHPI.

4. LEADER

 Delivery by Local Action Groups

LEADER is the chosen approach to deliver the social and community measures of RDPE, enabling a ‘bottom-up’ community involvement approach to rural development. 

£11.29 million of the Programme budget has been allocated to 8 Local Action Groups (LAGs) through the LEADER approach and these will be aimed at developing more vibrant and sustainable rural communities, aligned to Axis 3 (and Axis 1 with respect to the ‘Northern Marches’ cross-border LAG), as set out in the agreed Local Development Strategy’s.

Establishment of some LAG’s has taken longer than expected as the region has a number of LAG’s which have never delivered LEADER before, so development of structures and processes has been extended. 

To date expenditure has been slower than anticipated whilst LAG’s establish and agree their LDS, but we are now working with them to accelerate project spend to meet anticipated targets.

The Regional Network is now established and operating well, with LAG’s beginning to share best practice and a number of co-operation projects being identified.

5. Rural Broadband and EERP

The rural broadband project has been approved and a preferred supplier selected.

A Dairy Sector Support proposal has been developed by the regional NFU Dairy Board, in addition we are currently working with partners to manage a programme of activity based on knowledge transfer. 

6. Stakeholder Engagement and Communications

Work finish this quarter on the restructure of the RDPE pages within the AWM website. These changes have been designed to improve the accessible of key messages and information on the Programme, improve access to documents and application guidance. 

Following on from the appointment of DCPR last quarter the following press release for Rural Development Programme for England where circulated:

· Aston Marina;

· Lodge Farm; 

· Umberslade Children’s farm 

· Cob House Fisheries

