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24 September 2010
This Week’s messages




Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· 29 September Forum Meeting - reminder
Final reminder (honest), the meeting will be held at Areley Kings Village Hall, Stouport-on-Severn.  See the following links for directions: 

http://www.areleykingsvillagehall.org.uk/Location.html 

and

http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=DY13+0NB&countryCode=GB .
There is an interesting and full agenda, the Chair would value members being fully conversant with the meeting papers ahead of the meeting to enable full discussion and decision making (as appropriate). Full meeting papers can be found here (likely to be updated before 27.9.10).
No meeting papers will be printed unless you make a request to the secretariat before 27.9.10.
· There will be a short CAG following the above 29 September Forum meeting to pick up actions
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars
	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image1.wmf] 
Future Water Policy “An Issue That Affects All of Us”, Says Environment Minister

“Members of the public can have their say on how the country’s water supplies are managed in the future.

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has today launched an online survey, asking people to give their ideas ahead of the Water White Paper.

The Water White Paper, due to be published early next summer, will set out the Government’s plans for the water industry. It will address challenges such as future resource needs, charging and affordability.”  Read more…
[image: image2.wmf]
NEW CRC CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE IMPACT OF THE RECESSION ON RURAL HOUSING

We would be interested in hearing from you and of your first hand experiences, whether you are a rural housing association, a rural local authority, a rural based builder, a rural housing developer or someone struggling to find a new home or stay in their existing accommodation. 

How is the rural housing market and rural housing providers now coping? What are your current experiences of: 

· The impact on rural house prices and sales

· The impact on rural builders, housing associations, local authorities and developers 

· The impact of rural people and communities in housing need

· Whether new government initiatives are working in your area, what other steps could be taken to address the problems you are seeing

· And what a much tighter spending environment could mean for you and for rural housing.

The report will be published in mid December, and we would value hearing from you by the 8th of November if possible

With best wishes

Matt Griffith

Rural Economies Team, Commission for Rural Communities

matt.griffith@ruralcommunities.gov.uk 

Tel: 01242 533211

  Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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[image: image4.emf]G:\01-place\ 900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100917-Email-key_seminar-What FutureforSocial and AffoardableHousing.doc

  
Key Seminar in Leeds: What future for social and affordable housing? Taking forward policies of the new coalition government.  On Thursday 18 November 2010 - The Queens Hotel, Leeds.  Read more…

   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
[image: image5.wmf]
New Research Shows a Deposit Refund Scheme Would Work in the UK
“The Campaign to Protect Rural England has published new research that details the economic, social and environmental benefits a UK-wide deposit refund scheme would provide. A small deposit would be placed on glass, aluminium and plastic drinks containers to encourage people to return them for recycling, rather than throwing them away as litter or in a bin. You can read a summary of the research and find out more about the positive difference the scheme could make to our environment.”  Read more & send a message to Defra
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 Is Your Broadband Faster Than A Pigeon?

“In an event that was part publicity stunt, part campaign for rural broadband, the race organisers planned to see which method could transfer a 200MB video file more quickly - a pigeon flying about 70 miles from Beverley to Skegness or the supposed broadband connection of a friendly Beverley farmer uploading the file to YouTube.”  Read more…
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Local Enterprise Partnerships – Call for Evidence

“The Government has invited local authorities to submit proposals to form Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) by 6 September 2010.  It is envisaged that LEPs will form a key part of the delivery of economic development at a sub-national level.

It is vital that rural communities have the opportunity to access the services and funding that new LEPs will bring to areas and that rural economies’ contributions and needs are recognised and embraced in any emerging partnerships.

To help us to understand the current picture in respect of the coverage of LEPs and to help inform their development we are keen to hear your insights and experiences.

Our call for evidence sets out what we are looking for and our proposed timescale. Thank you in anticipation for your help with this important piece of work.”  Read more…
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Flood Summit at Defra Focuses on a Shared Approach to Managing  Flood Risk

“Environment Minister Richard Benyon met with insurers to discuss how best to ensure that insurance is widely available for homes at risk of flooding at a flood summit.

The summit brought together key representatives from the insurance industry, the National Flood Forum, the Environment Agency and local government to discuss the challenges in managing future flood risk.”  Read more…
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Bovine Tuberculosis

“The Coalition Government has committed, as part of a package of measures, to develop affordable options for a carefully-managed and science-led policy of badger control in areas with high and persistent levels of bovine TB in cattle. Defra is inviting your views on the Government’s planned approach to tackling bovine TB in badgers through this consultation.”  Read more here & here
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The ninth British Food Fortnight takes place from 18 September to 3 October 2010 during Harvest Festival, the traditional time for celebrating our food.

The event will celebrate the diverse and delicious range of food that Britain produces with promotions and tastings in shops, all-British menus in pubs and restaurants, food and cookery lessons in schools and glorious food festivals. Whether you are shopping in supermarkets or local shops, or eating in pubs or restaurants you will be able to enjoy the best of British food during the Fortnight.  Read more...
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Secretary of State’s power to confirm local nature reserve byelaws to be devolved to local authorities
Powers to confirm local nature reserve byelaws will shortly be devolved from the Secretary of State for the Environment to English local authorities.

This change will mean that local authorities will be able to make, confirm and revoke byelaws without approval from the Secretary of State. The new procedures will ensure that thorough consultation with the local community and interested parties will be carried out before any decisions are made.  Read more…
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Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
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New Threat to Rural Post Offices

“Rural post offices set up in shops, village halls and mobile vans are under threat of closure, claims a consumer watchdog.

Many rural branches risked closure unless the Post Office improved the reliability and range of services offered, according to the latest report by Consumer Focus.” Read more…
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Supporters Step in to Save Pubs

“Dozens of villages left stranded by a cancelled scheme to save rural pubs are to receive help after all.

A number of co-operative organisations have stepped in following the cancellation of the Community-owned Pubs Support Programme. The government pulled the plug on the scheme last month – before paying out a single penny to save rural pubs threatened with closure.”  Read more…
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RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing- issue 39 - for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands. Read more…     
Back to the top
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KEY SEMINAR IN LEEDS:

  


WHAT FUTURE FOR SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING?


TAKING FORWARD POLICIES OF THE NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT


 


4.5m ON WAITING LISTS;  2.5m (1m CHILDREN) IN OVERCROWDED ACCOMMODATION;  CHANGING DEMOGRAPHICS


RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENTS AND MASSIVE CHANGES: RISING TO THE CHALLENGES TOGETHER

 


       

Thursday 18 November 2010 -  The Queens Hotel, Leeds  

 

Contributors include:            

     Cllr Jim Speers,  Member, NI Housing Executive

     Councillor Penny Baker,  Cabinet Member for Housing, Sheffield City Council 


   Graham Russell, Executive Director, Commission for Rural Communities    

      Bernadette Conroy,  Chair, Poplar HARCA, Tower Hamlets


   Rachael Tiffen,  Co-Head, Public Sector Fraud Team, National Fraud Authority

   Joanne Roney,  Chief Executive, City of Wakefield Council 


   Senior Representatives           DCLG            


Home and Communities Agency   

Local Authority

Housing Company

National Housing Federation  

National Community Land Trust Network


                                                                        Chartered Institute of Housing


     

    Issues covered:  

 

     What are the housing policies of the new Coalition Government?

     How will housing be funded and delivered post Comprehensive Spending Review?

     What is policy on new homes bonus, community infrastructure levy, security of tenure, housing benefit and freedom pass?

     What impact will these have on all stakeholders and how best do we implement them?


     How can we learn lessons on policy and practice across the UK?


     How will councils be free to spend money for granting permission to new developments?


      How will communities that go for housing growth reap benefits?


      How might security of tenure of tenants in social housing change?


     How can we balance rights of future tenants against needs of people on a waiting list?


     How best can we empower people to move through the housing chain?


     What will have the most direct impact on the levels of future housing construction?


     How can we meet rising housing needs of an increasing and ageing population?


     How best can we tackle housing tenancy and council tax single person discount fraud?


     How will new trusts proposed by Government enable communities to build homes for local people?


     What incentives are required for communities to agree to new homes?


     How best should local government proceed with its expanded powers and responsibilities on housing?


     How will the review of the Housing Revenue Account work?


     How will programmes like kickstart, local government new build and housing market renewal proceed?


     How well are we creating the necessary infrastructure to create sustainable communities?


     How best can we address pockets of deprivation and meet the needs of marginalised and vulnerable people?


     Where can we hope to be in 10 years?


How to Book:      


To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details   Click Here

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings. 

For further information about the Centre for Public Policy Seminars and other events, please visit our website www.cppseminars.org.uk

Further information:

 


Any problems, please contact the Office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk. 

 

To unsubscribe please telephone 01422 845004 - or reply to this message on seminars@cppseminars.org.uk  -  we apologise in advance for any inconvenience caused.
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer


CONTENTS


General

Funding & Resources 


Consultations

 

General 


Although it feels like everyone is rushing around trying to keep up with announcements,  there has been little new on the broad policy front to report in the last few weeks; real decision making has been suspended until we know the outcome of the comprehensive spending review.  We have therefore decided to use this bulletin to provide some narrative about RAWM’s policy work.  


“To engage, we need to feel we have some influence”.  So said Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive of the RSA in a Radio 4 discussion about the Big Society recently.    The objective of our policy bulletin is to enable voluntary and community organisations (VCOs) in the West Midlands to engage with and influence policy making by keeping the sector informed of developments at national and regional level.


On Monday 13th September, the West Midlands Strategic Health Authority (SHA) hosted a ministerial meeting with Anne Milton, Minister for Public Health.    The Minister opened her address by asking how many people worked for charities. She explained that she asked the question since charities were going to play a crucial role in the changes being made to the NHS.  There were upwards of 90 attendees at the invitation-only meeting, and the SHA had reserved four spaces for the voluntary and community sector.   This points to a yawning gap between rhetoric and reality, underscored by the discussion questions on the topic of GP commissioning for patients:


1. How should GP consortia and local authorities collaborate to ensure NHS, public health, social care and children’s service are commissioned in an integrated way and meet the needs of local people, individuals and families?


2. How can GP consortia, the NHS Commissioning Board and local authorities best involve patients and those using services in improving the quality of health and care services? 

No mention of voluntary organisations, community groups - not even social enterprises!    It is difficult for VCOs to believe the rhetoric that the sector as an equal partner when no mention is made in the consultation documents that will feed into national policy formulation.   Notwithstanding that not all VCOs deliver public services, the voluntary and community sector should not be regarded merely as a potential delivery vehicle; the sector works with extremely disadvantaged individuals and communities who have no voice, but who have the greatest need of public services. The sector holds an extensive evidence base which should inform policy making and service planning and delivery.  Certainly, if the government wants the sector to step up and play its part in the Big Society, the sector needs to be sitting at the table with the other partners.  


Fortunately, as part of RAWM’s Department of Health-funded third sector strategic partners project, we had already organised a white paper consultation event for the West Midlands targeted at the voluntary and community sector which took place on 9th September.   Delegates ranged from patient and user group representatives, LINks members, specific interest groups within the health/social care part of the sector through to local and sub-regional infrastructure organisations.   The feedback from the discussion groups will be collated and submitted to the Department of Health where it will feed into policy.  


That consultation event was only the latest example of recent work RAWM has initiated to capture the voices of the sector to feed into the government’s thinking while it is still in the process of shaping its own agenda.    In June, we convened a meeting of Chief Officers of VCOs and the West Midlands Third Sector Strategic Forum to formulate a sector offer to the government to help make the Big Society a reality.    Drawing on the points made at the meeting, RAWM compiled a template offer which groups and organisations can adapt to reflect their own sector or interests before submitting to relevant policy and decision makers at all levels.  


Between August and October, RAWM is holding two parallel series of Big Society events around the region.  The first series looks at the Big Society concepts and provides space for delegates to discuss and debate the opportunities and challenges to the sector. The second series is more focused; delivered under our empowerment programme entitled Every Voice Counts (EVC), it looks at the various projects funded or supported by EVC, and explore ways in which these might assist in the development of Big Society in the region.  


RAWM has been representing the voluntary and community sector on a wide range of regional bodies during our decade of existence.  As these bodies are being disbanded or restructured, further participation may seem pointless.  However, it is vital that the sector maintains a presence during this change period in order to ensure the sector is included in the shaping of any legacy programmes as local and sub-regional partnerships may integrate the most effective, efficient and sustainable features of the outgoing regional strategies.   The key regional strategies on the economy, planning, transport, housing, environment, learning and skills and health have all had local authority input through West Midlands Councils (previously West Midlands Leaders Board, and the West Midlands Assembly prior to that); it is therefore highly likely that these will be transposed into local strategies as local leaders have invested so much time and effort into creating them.    


 

Through work associated with the recent briefing entitled ‘Strong local economies need strong local communities’ RAWM has been lobbying to ensure the sector is involved with the local enterprise partnerships (LEPs) which will be taking over the role of the outgoing regional development agency, but working on a sub-regional level.   It was confirmed by Communities & Decentralisation Minister Greg Clark last week that the government welcomes the involvement of voluntary organisations and social enterprises in LEPs.  In a letter to NAVCA, Mr Clark stated that the government recognises the 'considerable' economic impact of the sector.

At the national Citizens Advice service annual conference last week, Sarah Armstrong from CSV reminded everyone that Big Society is about people power.   There is a strong sense in which the building blocks of the Big Society are actually tools and processes which have already been created under the community empowerment programme.  RAWM has been at the forefront of implementing the Big Society by facilitating the engagement of VCOs in a range of activities including: work around community asset transfer, participatory budgeting, duty to involve, civic participation and community development projects have all been supported through Every Voice Counts over the last three years leaving communities across the West Midlands prepared to take part.  


RAWM was set up to work at a regional level, working with partners at all levels to support projects which ultimately reach into and impact on the most disadvantaged local communities.    Even as the agenda has become one of ‘localism’, several government departments are in the process of letting massive regional multi-million pound projects.    As long as government departments continue the trend of ‘going large’, we will advocate for the sector across the West Midlands.   


		Public Sector Spending Cuts



		Key issues

		On 25th August, NAVCA Chief Executive Kevin Curley delivered a speech to a seminar in Birmingham on the public sector spending cuts.   The speech focuses on practical guidance and useful links.


 


View Kevin Curley’s speech online >>





		Action points and key dates

		The comprehensive spending review is scheduled for Wednesday 20th October.  








		The Spending Review 



		Download a briefing note on the comprehensive spending review [PDF] >> published by the House of Commons Library.








		Interview with Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society



		Third Sector bulletin recently printed an interview they had with Nick Hurd MP

N.B.: The date on the article is 17th August, but this is an error as it was printed on 17th September. 








		Volunteer Matters 



		The Institute for Volunteering Research and Skills Third Sector have jointly published a report into the training and development needs of volunteer managers.

Download the report {PDF] >>







		Rural Matters 



		On 7th September, the Communities for Rural Communities issued its Agenda for Change, an offer from the rural sector to work with the government at all levels to ensure a thriving rural economy and life beyond the recession.


Download Agenda for Change [PDF] >>
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Funding & Resources 


		Social Impact Bonds launched



		Key issues

		Social impact bonds have been launched in the justice sector where private investors have funded organisations working with ex-offenders.   The investors (and consequently the service providers) are only paid by the Ministry of Justice if they achieve the outcome of reducing reoffending by 7.5% within 6 years. 





		Implications for organisations

		Payment by results is a risky venture for VCOs who face potential cash flow problems, especially on large value contracts.   However, a six year programme gives voluntary organisations and community groups some financial stability and a real chance to achieve lasting outcomes.    


The mixed views towards payment by results are discussed in this email discussion regarding the impending DWP Work Programme.







		Procurement - blog 



		Blogger Dominic Campbell calls for the public procurement process to be turned on its head.
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 Consultations & Publications 


		Refreshed Compact 



		Key issues

		A draft renewed version of the Compact is being published by Compact Voice on 20th September.   Simon Blake, Compact Voice Chair, explained that the redraft is necessary to try and ensure the Compact is robust enough to afford protection to VCOs in the face of the inevitable cuts in October; and also because the language of the current Compact does not chime with the new government.


www.compactvoice.org.uk/renewal





		Action points and key dates

		Somewhat ironically, the consultation period has been shortened to six weeks from the standard 12.   This means the consultation period should end on Monday 1st November.  








		Transparency Manifesto



		The Impact Coalition, a strand of ACEVO, has published a transparency manifesto, designed to increase public sector trust in the voluntary and community sector.







		What makes a ‘bad neighbourhood’



		The Economic and Social Research Council has published a report which indicates that people’s perception of their neighbourhoods is more heavily influenced by deprivation than by the ethnic make up of the community. 
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RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.
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		Tel: 0121 359 9114

		Email: Katherine Gordon

		

		

		



		www.rawm.org.uk | RAWM YouTube

		

		

		



		More about RAWM and RAWM membership >>
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