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This Week’s messages




Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· 29 September Forum Meeting - reminder
Yep, it’s that time again.  A lot has happened since we last met, so lots to consider and apply to the WMRAF work and future.

The meeting will be held at Areley Kings Village Hall, Stouport-on-Severn.  See the following links for directions: 

http://www.areleykingsvillagehall.org.uk/Location.html 

and

http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=DY13+0NB&countryCode=GB .
There is an interesting and full agenda, the Chair would value members being fully conversant with the meeting papers ahead of the meeting to enable full discussion and decision making (as appropriate). Full meeting papers can be found here (likely to be updated before 27.9.10).
Could members advise the secretariat whether they or their deputy will be attending by 21.9.10 (to allow for correct catering arrangements).
· There will be a short CAG following the above 29 September Forum meeting to pick up actions
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars
	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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  Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
[image: image2.wmf]  
Conflict or Consensus? The Next Decade of Rural Policy - A One-Day Conference for Policy Makers, Rural Stakeholders And Academics

Tuesday 19 October 2010, Queens Hotel, Cheltenham
“The next decade promises to bring many challenges and innovations in rural policy making as societal debates about the future use of land, climate change, demographic trends and the threat of resource ‘peaks’ come together. With the recent election in the UK and the emergence at a national level of a form of consensus politics and with the backdrop of financial retrenchment at all levels of Government from the EU down, this conference looks forward to the likely consequences of these flows for the future of rural policy.”  Read More…
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
[image: image3.wmf]
Commission for Rural Communities - Agenda for Change: Releasing the Economic Potential of England’s Rural Areas

Rural England is making a major contribution to the nation’s economic recovery and is playing its part in the UK’s drive to achieve full economic potential.

Over the past year we have led discussions with rural businesses, communities and their representatives about how to release this potential.

As a result of these discussions, we are publishing an ‘Agenda for change’, setting out the actions that need to be taken across Government and elsewhere to release the economic potential of England’s rural areas. Read more…
[image: image4.wmf]  
Remember British Food Fortnight - Thousands of activities will take place across the country during British Food Fortnight 2010 including food and drink festivals, promotions, tastings and special menus in pubs, restaurants and shops. Read More…
[image: image5.wmf]
Herefordshire & Wye Valley Food Festival on 23 & 24 October 2010, Read more…
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[image: image7.emf]\\ Wmbirm_poolarea_server\poolarea\USD\01-place\900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100913-Email-WM Forestry Commission G&R Update 0810.pdf


Please see the latest WM Forestry Commission Update. Read more…


[image: image8.wmf]
Government cutbacks hit levy board HQ plans - The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) has been forced to shelve plans for a new headquarters at Stoneleigh due to Government spending cutbacks. Read more…
[image: image9.wmf]
Read the latest News from Farming Futures, September 2010.  Read more…
[image: image10.wmf]  
[image: image11.emf]\\ Wmbirm_poolarea_server\poolarea\USD\01-place\900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100916-Email-EERF Vibrant Rural Communities - Summary.pdf


You may be interested to see a summary of the East of England’s rural White Paper, Vibrant Rural Communities…

Back to the top
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West Midlands Region


Grants & Regulations Update:


West Midlands Region


August 2010


Registration with the RPA


The requirement to register has been with us for some time now and as from the 1st of


September 2010 we will no longer register applications we receive where either :


There is no SBI number


Or


The land is not completely registered on the Rural Land Register.


This has been done to be fair to all applicants as, when funds are limited, incomplete


applications should not take up available money at the expense of those which are


complete. This is compatible with our system of ‘First Come, First Served’ published in


our National Guidance.


We will continue to assist applicants with difficulties with registration, so, if you have not


had an acknowledgement card from the RPA after 15 days, let us know and we will aim


to find out if your application has been received.


If you do not already have one, you can apply for a Single Business Identifier (SBI)


number by telephoning the Customer Service Centre on 0845 603 7777 between


8:30am and 5pm Monday – Friday (except public holidays).


You may find the leaflet attached to this e-mail leaflet useful for your clients.
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Will you be completing the work?


Much of our budget is currently taken up with contracts from earlier claim years which


have been rescheduled due to work not being started. The result is that funds are


quickly taken up and denied to other applicants. Please make sure that your clients are


realistic in their ambitions and that you tell us as soon as you are aware that they do not


wish to proceed. We will be contacting agreement holders or their agents shortly to see


if we are able to free up budget where agreed grant is not going to be taken up.


Woodland Creation Grant


The deadline for applications for this judging round is fast approaching and already


uptake of funds is rapid. To ensure your application is successful, get it to us as soon as


you can, making sure that all the required information is complete. You can check your


location for elegibility for Additional Contributions on the Land Information Search facility


on the FC website.


Bid for Woodfuel Funding


Forestry Commission West Midlands are currently bidding for £1.5m from the Energy


Crops Scheme budget to be spent on bringing more woodfuel in to the supply chain.


Likely to be included is roading together with inventory and marking of thinnings. The


scheme will operate in association with Heartwoods.


We will keep you informed of progress with this.


Open Habitats Workshop


We are planning to hold a workshop for stakeholders to discuss implications and


operation of the Open Habitats Policy. This is likely to be on the 26th of October located


in the North Midlands, possibly Derby. Further information on how to register will be


made available soon.
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Heartwoods update


Up to the end of June, Heartwoods has completed:


12 Development Plans for Woodland Enterprise Grant applicants


7 Woodfuel Champion advisory visits


8 Heartwoods preliminary advisory visits


In addition, a Heartwoods Fundraiser is in post to implement the recommendations of


the Heartwoods Development Plan and bring additional funding into the sector.


10 Woodland Enterprise Grants have been approved, mainly to enable the purchase of


woodfuel processing equipment


For information on Heartwoods see www.heartwoods.co.uk


Royal Forestry Society Events


RFS woodland meetings – the Royal Forestry Society organises around 20 outdoor


excursions and evening meetings in and around the West Midlands each year. Most of


those are suitable for CPD. Log on to www.rfs.org.uk/involved/event


for details.


Forestry and Climate Change in the West Midlands


Alana Hughes a graduate on the Keele University sponsored Project Green programme


has been based with FC at Worcester for 5 weeks and has been working on owner and


manager attitudes to planting & managing trees to address climate change. A summary


of her work will be available from early Sept – contact Simon West for more details.
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For further details contact your Woodland Officer:


Worcestershire & East Herefordshire:  


Wayne Barnes 01905 532213


wayne.barnes@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


South Shropshire and West Herefordshire:  


Nick Smith 01584 877544 


nick.smith@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


North Shropshire, Staffordshire & Telford & Wrekin:


John Winterbourne 01584 877544


john.winterbourne@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


Warwickshire & West Midlands Metropolitan:


Paul Webster 01905 532208


paul.webster@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


You might also like to view our pages on the Web at: www.forestry.gov.uk/westmidlands


For any questions or concerns about anything in this update, please contact


Bob Evans on 01905 533802 or bob.evans@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


If you wish to unsubscribe to these updates please contact Gaynor Abel at


gaynor.abel@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
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Introduction 


The East of England Rural Forum (EERF)  is a voluntary group which exists to debate, champion and 


promote rural issues and solutions.  Its membership includes representatives from councils, business 


and community interests across the East of England.  The Forum developed this paper to synthesise 


the multitude of issues which it has debated in recent years into an overarching vision for rural areas. 


Most of the issues faced by rural areas are not unique in their nature but the way in which they are 


expressed or the solutions which are needed, are often different to those in urban areas. 


The paper is however, not only focused on the needs of rural areas, it also explains how rural areas 


can play a  larger  role  in  the  life of  the East of England.   Rural areas are dynamic, progressive and 


contain vibrant communities.  As the country emerges from recession many of the lessons from rural 


areas  have  relevance  across  the  country  and  the  paper  therefore  explains  how,  with  the  right 


support, rural areas can become models of dynamic, progressive and engaged communities. 


A key  issue which underlies the whole paper  is the need for rural areas to support balanced and 


sustainable growth.   Balanced  in the sense that rural areas should support a healthy demographic 


mix, provide  opportunity  for people  to  live  and work  locally  in  good quality homes  and  jobs  and 


enhancing the environment not using it as a reason to stop all development.   


Given the range of  issues with which any paper of this nature has to deal,  it  is always dangerous to 


highlight particular issues. However, in developing the paper, three issues were repeatedly raised in 


different contexts and by different people, namely the need for:   


 digital  inclusion  so  that  rural  areas  benefit  from  the  opportunities  presented  by  the web  to 


address skills, employment, access to services and social issues;  


 rural economic growth so that rural areas can match the ongoing increase in the rural population 


with new sustainable jobs in high value sectors; 


 a positive approach  to demographic  change by ensuring  that housing,  services and economic 


opportunity allow people of all ages, backgrounds and skills to thrive in rural communities. 


 







Vibrant Rural Communities 
Unlocking the Potential of the East of England’s Rural Areas 


‐ 3 ‐ 


Rural East of England 


The Rural East of England  is  incredibly diverse  from  the open  skies and sparse coastal populations 


along the North Sea coast, through rich river valleys and historic market towns to the urban fringe 


areas of Essex and Hertfordshire.  All of these areas are distinctive, rich in history but also progressive 


and continue to change as society changes. 


In  recent years,  rural areas have  seen a  faster growth  in  knowledge based businesses  than urban 


areas, have higher rates of self employment but have also seen a big increase in two way commuting 


with those in higher paid roles living in rural areas but working elsewhere and many lower paid rural 


workers living in towns and commuting to the countryside to work. 


The East of England is one of the fastest growing parts of the country with the most rural counties of 


Norfolk  and  Suffolk  seeing  some of  the biggest percentage  increases  in population.  This,  coupled 


with an  increase  in second homes, has put real pressure on the supply of affordable housing, with 


some coastal areas now having average house prices which are 10 times local average earnings. 


As the rural economy has changed many rural residents have moved into new careers but there are 


still many  pockets  of  income  deprivation  and  areas with  low  qualification  levels.   Across  all  rural 


areas, there are people who are disadvantaged but the dispersed nature and larger spread of wealth 


in rural communities means that rural deprivation is underreported in official data. 


The East of England has a predominantly  farmed  landscape, with 75% of  the  region’s  land  farmed 


and a further 7% in forestry.  Whilst the region’s farms are larger and more commercial than in many 


other areas,  they are also amongst  the most  likely  to be  in environmental schemes.   The  region  is 


also blessed with an internationally significant concentration of agri‐food research centres.  The East 


of  England  has  a  distinctive  and  diverse  bio‐diversity  and  also  has  an  extensive  stock  of  historic 


market towns and country properties.  As an attractive and accessible area, the East of England has 


also seen an increase in countryside tourism and future projections indicate that this will continue. 


Structure of the Paper 


The paper is structured into a series of chapters which deals with the following rural issues: 


Overall 


headline goal 


  Chapter 1 ‐ Sustainable Rural Communities ‐ 


‘Balanced and Sustainable Growth’ 


↕      ↕   


Key outcomes    Chapter 2 ‐ Delivering a 


dynamic economy 


Chapter 5 ‐ A living 


environment 


Chapter 7 ‐ Living well 


↕      ↕   


Key enablers    Chapter 3 ‐ 


Modern 


infrastructure 


Chapter 4 ‐


Embracing the 


digital age 


Chapter 6 ‐ 


Dealing with 


climate change 


Chapter 8 ‐ 


Engaged 


communities 


The rest of this summary paper deals with the headline issues identified in each chapter. 
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Chapter 1 ‐ Sustainable Rural Communities  


As the cross cutting theme of the paper, the need for sustainable rural communities is at the heart of 


the Forum’s vision for rural East of England.  As a rapidly growing region, the East of England is likely 


to see continued growth of the economy and population but the Rural Forum is concerned that most 


plans for this growth assume that economic growth will be concentrated  in urban areas.   Against a 


backdrop of continued rural population growth, at rates faster than that seen in urban areas, this can 


only mean more commuting, less community cohesion and a lack of sustainability. 


For rural communities to be sustainable they must have affordable housing, good employment and 


access  to  services.   We have  to  reverse  the  trend, particularly  in more  accessible  rural  areas,  for 


towns and villages to become wealthy dormitories for urbanites.  We also have to embrace the need 


for smaller rural settlements to grow so that they can sustain services and community activities. 


Addressing  these  challenges  requires  improvements  in  the planning  system  couples  to  changes  in 


public  opinion  so  that  rural  areas  are  seen  as  viable  locations  for  high  value  job  creation  in 


knowledge intensive businesses as well as modest housing growth.  We need to build on the cultural 


and environmental advantages of rural areas to attract new investors and ensure that rural areas can 


meet the aspirations for a skilled workforce and the modern services which employers seek. 


Recommendation 1  ‐ Development policy and  the planning  system must place more emphasis on 


achieving sustainable rural communities by facilitating the growth of rural villages and market towns 


so that they fulfil their long term potential. 


Chapter 2 ‐ Delivering a Dynamic Economy  


The economic mix of rural communities is now very close to that of the wider economy, although self 


employment, home working and smaller business are all more prevalent in rural areas, with this even 


more  pronounced  in  remote  rural  areas.    Policies  to  support  SMEs  are  thus  essential  to  rural 


economic success.  Many recent studies have shown that rural areas have a large unmet economic 


potential but highlight that planning and economic policy has to change to realise this potential.   


Whilst  the  growth of  rural  knowledge  based businesses has been  faster  than  in urban  areas,  the 


growth of these businesses is constrained by a lack of qualified local employees and poor broadband 


infrastructure.   The number of unqualified adults, at 35% of  the rural workforce,  is well above  the 


urban average of 28% and is a major constraint on growth in a knowledge based economy. 


Parts  of  the  rural  economy,  notably  tourism  and  the  food  sector,  have  done  comparatively well 


during  the  recession  and  it  is  essential  that  this momentum  is maintained  as well  as  supporting 


continued economic diversification so that rural areas provide more and better jobs. 


Recommendation 2 ‐ Economic development policy must focus on creating rural jobs at a faster rate 


than the  increase  in the rural population of working age, with a target to grow the East of England 


rural economy at 3% per annum compared to the last RES target of 2.3% for the whole economy 


Recommendation 3 ‐ Resources need to target promoting the skills and aspirations of the young and 


unskilled in rural areas so that they can fully engage in the growth agenda 


Recommendation 4 ‐ Funding allocations for training must recognise the need to increase flexibility 


of provision in rural areas and aim to close the gap in skills performance in remote rural areas 
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Chapter 3 ‐ Modern Infrastructure  


Rural  areas  need  new  modern  buildings  for  people  to  live,  work  and  provide  services.  Many 


businesses have low environmental impact and most are suitable for rural areas.  However, planning 


policy favouring large economic developments in urban areas leads to an increase in commuting and 


increased  environmental  impact.    The  Forum  believes  that  sustainable  rural  communities must 


have buildings, communication and green infrastructure to support economic growth. 


Affordable housing is essential in all rural communities to ensure that those who work there can also 


afford  to  live  in  their  community.   Recent planning policy has  failed  to  address  the  gap between 


demand and supply and rural workers are now effectively priced out of many rural areas in the East 


of England.  Unless this is addressed rural communities will fail to be sustainable. 


As well as new build,  innovative approaches  to  the  renovation and  reuse of existing buildings  for 


housing, business or community use are essential, using planning, taxation and regulatory policy to 


promote change.   Modern  infrastructure must also accommodate the changing needs of society as 


the population ages or technology advances so that rural infrastructure meets future needs. 


Recommendation  5  ‐  Economic  development  policy must  encourage  the  creation  of more  rural 


workspace to facilitate an increase in rural jobs 


Recommendation  6  ‐  The  government  should  review  the  VAT  treatment  of  refurbishment  to 


encourage more rural properties to be brought back into commercial, community or residential use 


Recommendation 7  ‐ The provisions of  the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 should be used  to 


designate all  rural  settlements as  ‘protected’  to  increase  the  supply of  rural affordable housing  in 


perpetuity 


Chapter 4 ‐ Embracing the Digital Age  


Rural East of England suffers from some of the worst levels of access to digital infrastructure of any 


area in England.  As more public services go online (now estimated at over 90%) and business use of 


digital  technology  increases,  a  failure  to  address  this  issue  will  leave  rural  areas  significantly 


disadvantaged.    Evidence  shows  that  access  to  the  internet  improves  children’s  educational 


attainment, increases business productivity and reduces delivery costs.   


Federation of Small Businesses research shows that by 2012, an estimated £1 in every £5 will come 


from online commerce and that all businesses need access to at  least 8MBps now.   Current targets 


for digital roll out will deliver  too  little  too  late  for rural areas; current  forecasts show many rural 


areas failing to achieve even the current low target speed of 2MBps by 2017.  Other countries with 


large  rural  areas  have  already  solved  these  problems  through  a  mix  of  delivery  technologies, 


incentives and regulation to ensure that rural areas are not digitally excluded. 


Recommendation 8  ‐ Effective broadband  should be  seen as an essential utility  in  rural areas and 


Government  should work with  rural  communities  to  ensure  all  areas  have  access  to  a minimum 


10Mbps by 2013  


Recommendation 9 ‐ Broadband delivery must be future proofed by using all available technologies 


so that today’s roll out recognises tomorrow’s changing user needs and applies new technology to 


provide universal next generation broadband 
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Chapter 5 ‐ A Living Environment  


Rural East of England has a diverse and attractive natural heritage with  the Broads, AONBs and a 


range of SSSIs and other  landscape designations.   The region’s natural environment however  faces 


challenges from development, climate change and land use change or intensification.   Sea level rise 


and flooding are also serious problems in a low lying region with 8% of the regions properties at risk. 


The region’s natural environment and strong cultural and built heritage supports a thriving tourism 


sector  and  makes  the  region  an  attractive  place  to  live  and  work.    The  role  of  the  natural 


environment  in  promoting mental  and  physical  health  is  also  increasingly  recognised,  as well  as 


providing opportunities for volunteering and skills development. 


The future management of the environment will have to focus more attention on growing problems 


such as sustainable water management and the impacts of climate change.  The Ecosystem Services 


methodology potentially allows rural  land management to take this broader more holistic view and 


supports  innovative cross sectoral action.   Future environmental challenges will, however, require 


new management regimes,  innovation and partnership between business, community and public 


sectors to address new challenges. 


Recommendation  10  ‐  Research  and  development  should  be  undertaken  into  new  models  of 


sustainable rural land and water management systems 


Recommendation  11  ‐  Environmental  management  schemes  should  be  developed  so  that  they 


deliver greater community engagement and increased social and environmental outcomes 


Chapter 6 ‐ Dealing with Climate Change  


The East of England is particularly exposed to the potential consequences of climate change as both 


the UK’s lowest lying region and also its driest, with rural areas firmly in the frontline of the impacts.  


Water management, both in terms of flooding and securing supplies, will need more attention and a 


changing climate will affect biodiversity and the crops and livestock which can be raised.  Rural areas 


have a major  role  to play  in mitigating climate change  through  the positive management of  the 


landscape and biological systems.  From soils to trees to crops and products derived from crops, the 


rural economy has the potential to lock up carbon and thus help to address climate change.  


In  common  with  the  whole  country,  rural  areas  will  need  to  embrace  low  carbon  models  of 


development through focusing on efficiency to reduce energy demand in the home or workplace and 


reducing the need to travel to access jobs or services.  The themes proposed in chapters 1 and 2, by 


delivering more  local  jobs  to match  the  increase  in  rural  population,  have  a  key  role  to  play  in 


reducing  the  carbon  intensity  of  the  region  by  reducing  commuting.    By  producing  low  carbon 


products such as wood or by producing renewable energy, rural areas have the potential to help the 


whole country move to a lower carbon economy. 


Recommendation 12  ‐ The East of England Climate Change Action Plan should promote  innovative 


ways  for  rural  communities  to mitigate  carbon  emissions by  changing behaviour, by  reducing  the 


need for transport and through low carbon models of development 


Recommendation 13 ‐ The delivery of the East of England plan for climate change adaptation should 


promote innovative ways in which rural communities can prepare for climate change impacts 
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Chapter 7 ‐ Living Well  


Living  well  is  a  broad  concept  which  requires  people  to  have  access  to  the  social  and  physical 


infrastructure of earlier chapters (e.g. jobs, skills, housing). It is also important that they are in good 


health, feel safe in their communities and have access to services. 


Rural  services  have  been  under  pressure  for  many  years  because  of  the  combination  of  cost 


pressures, increasing critical mass needed to sustain many private or public services and the greater 


tendency for rural people to access services remotely or whilst commuting to work.  Although rural 


service needs are similar  to those of urban areas, they often require different delivery methods.  


For commercial services (e.g. shops) and public services (e.g. post offices), it is essential that service 


delivery  is  innovative  (e.g.  community  ownership)  and  that  economic  policy  increases  rural 


employment so that rural people access services where they live.   


Whilst  rural  areas  are  safer  than  urban  areas,  the  perception  of  rising  crime  is  a  problem  but 


evidence  suggests  neighbourhood  policing  helps  to  reduce  this  view.    The  health  and  social  care 


challenges in rural areas are exacerbated by demographic changes and a natural tendency to present 


for  treatment or  support  later  if you have  to  travel  to  services.   Addressing  these  issues demands 


innovative solutions and support for either online or physical access to centralised facilities. 


Recommendation 14 ‐ New creative solutions are needed to provide constructive activities for rural 


young people (particularly 14‐17 year olds), to help them fulfil their potential 


Recommendation  15  ‐  The  provision  of  rural  services  in  villages  and  market  towns  should  be 


increased  through  multi‐agency  approaches,  whilst  recognising  that  in  some  circumstances  it  is 


better to provide transport to access centralised specialist provision (e.g. complex health needs) 


Recommendation  16  ‐  Preventative health  care  in  rural  areas must  take  account of  the different 


needs of rural communities 


Chapter 8 ‐ Engaged Communities  


Many of the ideas proposed in this paper cannot be delivered by government or business alone but 


require  the  active  participation  and  support  of  an  engaged  community.   Whilst  rural  community 


participation has declined in line with wider trends, rural communities still support a very wide range 


of groups and recent years have seen a big growth in community ownership models and projects. 


The  key  challenge  is  to  ensure  that  community  action  is  focused  on  positive  engagement which 


proposes, develops and  supports  rural development, which can benefit  the whole community and 


does not only occur in anticipation of opposition to proposed developments or service changes. 


Community engagement also needs to find ways to reach out to everyone rather than only engaging 


those who are already involved.  To engage the young it is essential that community groups and the 


public sector utilise modern communication channels to reach out to them. 


Recommendation 17  ‐  The East of England Rural  Forum  should work with  youth organisations  to 


encourage debate and ideas on rural issues as they affect young people 


Recommendation 18 – Community led planning needs to be strengthened so that it can deliver more 


holistic local statements of need which can be used to inform Local Development Frameworks  
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Conclusions 


The range of issues set out in this paper reflects the complexity of rural communities across the East 


of England.   Rural areas are diverse  in  their communities, economies, demography,  landscape and 


biodiversity.  Three issues, however, stood out from all the topics covered in the consultation process 


used to develop this paper; all of which have resonance across the chapters above: 


1. Digital  inclusion  ‐  rural  areas  are  enthusiastic  to  embrace  the  opportunities  provided  by  the 


digital revolution but this  is being  jeopardised by the growing digital divide between urban and 


rural areas.  Current plans for the delivery of high speed broadband are seen as too little too late 


by everyone who has been consulted and are significantly behind the plans  in other developed 


countries.   Addressing  this would help  to strengthen  the economy, deliver social  inclusion and 


reduce the need to travel to access services whilst reducing service delivery costs. 


2. Rural  economic  growth  ‐  rural  areas  have  enormous  potential  to  increase  their  economic 


contribution.  Achieving this would provide benefits for rural people and communities, the wider 


economy and help to protect the environment. 


3. Demographic  change  ‐  rural  areas  are  seeing  significant  demographic  change with  particular 


issues around both the under‐representation of young people (and young families) and the rapid 


growth of the older population.  This is creating social imbalance.  Young people in particular are 


having to  leave rural communities  in response to  lack of affordable housing and urban centred 


employment opportunities and  training provision.   Solving  this would create more vibrant and 


sustainable communities and  lead to a virtuous circle for the rural economy and community by 


retaining  intelligent  and  innovative  young  people who  can  drive  forward  positive  change  and 


provide services to the growing elderly population. 


Tackling these three areas should be central to any plans to deliver this Rural White Paper but this in 


no way  downplays  the  importance  of  the  other  detailed  areas  covered  in  the  paper.    This  paper 


began by arguing that balanced and sustainable growth is essential to the future of our rural areas ‐ 


balanced  in  the sense of  the mutually supportive relationship between urban and rural but also  in 


the  sense  of  ensuring  that  the  development  of  rural  areas  balances  growth  in  population  with 


economic growth, community services and respect for the environment. 


In  developing  this  paper,  the  Forum  has  been  struck  by  the  great  number  of  people  who  are 


passionate about  creating  jobs  in  rural areas  so  that more people  can  live and work  in  their  rural 


communities and in doing so sustain local services.   


Rural  communities want  to be more  involved  in helping  to  shape  the environment, economy and 


facilities where  they  live.   Engaging  the whole population  in  this process  can be difficult and with 


some groups, for example the young, it will be essential to try new methods of engagement such as 


social networking.   Rural communities must also play an active role  in shaping policy at the district, 


county and sub‐national levels to ensure that planning and investment meets rural needs. 


No single group or sector alone can deliver the changes needed.  The Forum therefore looks forward 


to working with rural communities, public and private sectors across the east of England to deliver 


the ideas and recommendations set out within this paper. 
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Further Information 


This summary is an abridged version of the full paper which was prepared during late 2009 and early 


2010.  While this summary includes all the recommendations, the full version provides considerably 


more  background  information,  references  and  data  to  support  the  conclusions  reached  and  is 


available from www.eerf.org.uk.  


The  process  to  develop  this  paper  included  a  series  of  consultations  to  ensure  the  conclusions 


represented the views of rural communities across the East of England.  This process included: 


 A draft issues paper circulated for comment in January 2010; 


 A formal consultation event held at Shuttleworth College, Bedfordshire on 3rd March 2010; 


 A written consultation during March and April 2010. 


The output of all of these consultations, to which over 100 people and organisations responded, has 


been used  to guide  the  focus and  issues which  this paper has  sought  to address.   The paper also 


builds on policy position papers and minutes from the Rural Forum since 2006. 


At  the  consultation  event,  participants were  asked  to  rank  30  potential  issues  in  relation  to  the 


development of the East of England’s rural areas.  The top issues identified by this process were: 


1st   Recognising broadband as an essential utility for rural areas 


2nd =   Providing affordable housing in rural areas 


 Promoting sustainable water resource management 


3rd =   Ensuring  the  planning  system  promotes  rural  economic  growth  /  rural  employment 


growth / providing more  rural workspace &  technology  to support rural  industries & 


jobs including home working 


 Engaging young people in local community activities 


 Improving links between Councils, local democracy structures & community action 


 


The results of this ranking process are presented in the full version of this paper 
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