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This Week’s messages




Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· 29 September Forum Meeting 
Yep, it’s that time again.  A lot has happened since we last met, so lots to consider and apply to the WMRAF work and future.

The meeting will be held at Areley Kings Village Hall, Stouport-on-Severn.  See the following links for directions: 

http://www.areleykingsvillagehall.org.uk/Location.html 

and

http://www.multimap.com/maps/?qs=DY13+0NB&countryCode=GB .
There is an interesting and full agenda, the Chair would value members being fully conversant with the meeting papers ahead of the meeting to enable full discussion and decision making (as appropriate). Full meeting papers will be on line next week from 15.9.10. – a prompt email will be issued to members.
Could members advise the secretariat whether they or their deputy will be attending by 21.9.10 (to allow for correct catering arrangements)

· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars
	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image1.wmf]
The White Paper ‘Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS’ was published on 12th July, detailing how power will be devolved from Whitehall to patients and professionals. The White Paper set out how the Secretary of State for Health will hold the NHS Commissioning Board to account for delivering better health outcomes through a national NHS Outcomes Framework.  A full consultation and engagement process has been launched on how the NHS Outcomes Framework should be developed.
The consultation closes on 11 October 2010.  Read more…
     Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
[image: image2.wmf]  
Invite to Future Challenges for Supported Housing: Protecting our service users and our organisations in a time of change - Tuesday, 14 September 2010 - 09:30 - 15:30 at 77 Paradise Circus, Queensway, Birmingham B1 2DT
[image: image3.wmf]  
The DTA’s annual national conference Communities Assets Enterprise 2010 is coming up on 12-14 September.  This year’s event will be held in Derby city centre and focuses on the theme of Inspiring places: the art of the possible.  It’s an opportunity to share your ideas and experiences with 500 community enterprise practitioners and supporters, and learn from the best practice and inspiring stories found across the movement in the UK and internationally. Read more…
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The Targeted Support for Empowerment and Participation Improvement (TSEPI) programme, supported by the Every Voice Counts (EVC) programme within RAWM is holding a series of discussion events that will share resources, tools and learning and explore how communities might access them in a Big Society?  For more information read more…
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Please see how to make business sense of climate change, the latest issue of Energy & Environmental Management. Read More…
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Vulnerable Rural England Revealed
“Rural people are finding innovative ways to boost their income as countryside communities struggle to shake off the recession.

Cash is hard to come by in many areas:

Age-old rural customs such as bartering could be making a return as people try to supplement their salaries at a time when cash is hard to come by, suggests a new vulnerability index.

The index was developed by economic analysts from Rose Regeneration, in partnership with the Rural Services Network.

“The index reveals a strange conundrum about rural places,” said analyst Ivan Annibal. ‘It shows that the ‘informal’ economy is prevalent in rural England, with people trading and networking in ways which support each other outside of the traditional state’  ” Read more…
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'Do Or Die' for Rural England  

“Rural services face meltdown as public spending is cut, a coalition of countryside groups has warned.

That is the bleak outlook for England’s countryside from the Rural Coalition, which has called on the government to help rural people shape the communities in which they live.

The coalition is supported by a number of bodies from across the private, public and charity sectors.

Members include Action with Communities in Rural England, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, the Country Land and Business Association, the Local Government Group, the Royal Town Planning Institute and the Town and Country Planning Association.

In a new report, the coalition has warned that radical action is needed to secure a better future for the countryside and prevent rural villages from dying.” Read more…    
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Environmental Stewardship in the West Midlands, Natural England’s quarterly newsletter for agents, advisers and feppers – summer 2010 issue. Read more…
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For information about the rural health projects approved by the Welsh Assembly Government recently, click here
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Economic Update August Report
Advantage West Midlands works with stakeholders across the region to produce a monthly Economic Update. The report summarises key trends and issues in the national and regional economy.
The Economic Update is used by local and regional partners to inform how they respond to economic conditions, and to provide updates on the key issues faced by the region's businesses and communities.
Please find the August economic update report here. 
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Rural Forum Leaflet where you find out a bit more about the Telford & Wrekin’s Rural Forum – also see their website
Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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Budget update In this issue

ES budget
Adding Capital Works

ES budget — forward look in the West Midlands Keep those ELS renewals
coming in

The budget for agri-environment schemes will be part
Uplands ELS

of the Defra Comprehensive Spending Review. The

Spending Review covers the period 2011-12 to 2014-15

and will be announced on 20 October 2010.

EU Audit seeks changes to
ES procedures

Environmental Stewardship
at the NSA Sheep 2010
event

ELS is a scheme which is open to all farmers, as long
as the applicant meets the requirements. As this is the
defining principle of the scheme it is unlikely that the
budget will be reduced. Therefore, there should still be

Forthcoming events

Farm Demonstration Events

ELS Online — training from

the comfort of your farm
scheme. office

enough ELS budget to cover all those wanting to join the

At present the regional new HLS budget is £4.5 million for

Natural England manages a range

new schemes with a start date of March 2011 and earlier. of agri-environment schemes
o ) ] making payments to farmers in
This is an increase on last year’s budget. As HLS is a return for effective environmental

land management. The schemes

discretionary scheme it may see a reduction in budget but, are Environmentally Sensitive Areas

: (ESA), Countryside Stewardship
at present, we do not know by how much or whether this (CSS) Entry Level Stewardship
will happen. (ELS), Organic Entry Level

Stewardship ((O)ELS), Uplands
ELS, Higher Level Stewardship
(HLS) and Organic Higher Level
Stewardship ((O)HLS).

www.naturalengland.org.uk
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Adding capital works to existing agreements

We have now fully committed available funds
for capital works to be added to existing HLS
agreements during the current financial year.

Looking ahead: now is a good time for
farmers to plan for capital works for next
year. We invite proposals for new Capital
Works Plans (CWP) - for HLS, ESA and CSS
agreements - which will deliver environmental
outcomes starting from April 2011.

Key tips:

* The duration of a CWP for HLS can be for
1, 2 or 3 years. Remember that a CWP
must not run over the 5 year break point
and undertaking the work needs to be
timed to avoid the break point.

* New capital works in ESA or CSS
agreements can deliver a range of

outcomes. Remember to check first with
the Natural England adviser that what you
want to do is eligible for funding.

* In making amendments to Classic
Schemes we will prioritise those holdings
which will transfer to HLS at the end of the
agreement.

» Capital works need to be timely and cost
effective to ensure best value for money,
especially in the current economic climate.
The Natural England adviser will help
applicants achieve this.

The advice to farmers and land managers is
to get capital proposals rolling in now - the
early bird catches the worm!

Keep those ELS renewals coming in

With 1,742 agreements expiring in the West Midlands this year we are now busy receiving and
processing renewal applications. We have now renewed a total of 181 agreements.

In order to ensure continuity of payment we are encouraging farmers whose ELS agreements
are due to expire over the next few months to send in their completed renewal applications
before the deadlines below. Should farmers miss the deadline there may be a gap in payments.
We will, however, endeavour to process these applications as soon as possible for the earliest

start date.
Agreement Expiry Number of Application Deadline | New Agreement Start
Date agreements Date
involved
31 October 2010 258 1 September 2010 1 November 2010
30 November 2010 256 1 October 2010 1 December 2010

For advice on ELS, Uplands ELS, HLS, CSS and ESA
telephone 0300 060 0011

Sland.org.uk






Uplands Entry Level Stewardship

Uplands ELS follows on from the Hill Farm
Allowance (HFA) which makes its final
payments to farmers in 2010. There will
be no more payments under HFA ever
again.

Uplands ELS is a new 5 year scheme
which was launched in February 2010.
The majority of hill farmers will have to
apply for Uplands ELS or the Uplands
Transitional Payment (UTP) in order
to continue to obtain funding for their
business.

Uplands Transitional Payment

» The Uplands Transitional Payment is
run by the Rural Payments Agency
(RPA) and is only available to farmers
who have an existing CSS or ESA
agreement on their land - other criteria
apply but this is the main consideration.

» This payment is claimed by ticking a
box on the Single Payment Scheme
(SPS) form — this form needed to be
returned to the RPA by 17 May 2010.

+ Some farmers may have ticked the box
on the SPS form in error. The RPA will
be contacting all farmers who may have
mistakenly ticked the box on the SPS
form to clarify the situation.

Uplands ELS

» The standard payment rate is £62 per
hectare per year.

» The scheme supports hill farmers
with payments for environmental
management which complements
sound hill farming practices.

Uplands ELS is open to all farmers
with land in Severely Disadvantaged
Areas (SDA) regardless of the size or
sector of the holding.

There are over 80 different
management options to choose

from such as cattle grazing and
maintenance of traditional farm
buildings. This choice ensures that
farmers have the flexibility to select the
right options for their farm business.

Farmers can also choose from a range
of capital works such as stone wall
restoration and woodland/watercourse
fencing.

Providing the farmer meets a points
target and agrees to carry out

simple, yet effective environmental
work (including some standard
requirements) on their upland farm
they will be accepted into the scheme.

From applications received to date,
the average farm size is approximately
80 ha which means the average
farmer will be receiving approximately
£5,000/annum. Over a 5 year period
and at current values this amounts to
£25,000.

This scheme provides a regular secure
payment for farm business and avoids
the volatility of markets.

Natural England supports livestock
farming and have set minimum
stocking levels to ensure stock are
maintained on the hills.

www.naturalengland.org.uk






Uplands Entry Level Stewardship (continued)

Uplands ELS application process

* You can apply now - there are
rolling monthly start dates - the first
agreements went live on 1 July 2010.

* The application process is
straightforward and can be made in
paper format or online - online is quicker
and easier. Once submitted, there is
minimal paperwork for 5 years.

* You must return an application to
Natural England to get onto the scheme.

» To upgrade your HLS agreement to
incorporate Uplands ELS there is a
separate form to complete (LTA1).
These forms are available from Natural
England who will support you with
the process. For more information
telephone 0300 060 0011 or visit our
Upland ELS web page.

Long Mynd, Shropshire Hills. (Tom Holland)

Funding

» £31 million per annum is available for
Uplands ELS nationally (more than
under HFA which was £24m).

» We would like to get 80% of the upland
farmed area into this scheme with 40%
entering into the scheme in the first
year.

Further information

» There is a wide range of help and
advice available for farmers. To request
help in the West Midlands telephone
0300 060 1589.

» Natural England offer free one to one
farm visits from an adviser and a range
of farm events to explain the scheme.
More details can be viewed on our

Events web page.

www.naturalengland.org.uk




http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/es/uplandsels/default.aspx

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/west_midlands/events/farmevents/default.aspx



EU Audit seeks changes to Environmental Stewardship

procedures

Defra is likely to make changes to the way farmers are paid for protecting the
environment, after an EU audit of England’s agri-environment schemes. Although
Environmental Stewardship is widely seen as effective and has been designed to
make it attractive to farmers, the European Commission has concluded that payments
should only be made at certain points during the year in order to comply with EU law.
This does not apply to capital payments which can continue to be made as at present.
Agreements started before 1 January 2007 may be unaffected, but the Commission
has yet to confirm this. The Commission has also asked Defra to establish an annual
deadline for applications of 15 May.

Discussions between Defra and the European Commission are not yet complete and
specific details of the changes are yet to be decided. Defra is making every effort to
minimise the potential impact on agreement holders and to persuade the Commission to
adopt a flexible approach. This will take some time to sort out. Defra does not expect to
make any changes before 2011 at the earliest.

Natural England has alerted agreement holders of the situation by letter. Key points for
farmers and land managers are:

» Take no action now — we will let you know if and how agreements are affected in due
course.

+ Payment dates may change but the total amount paid over the life of the agreement
will not change.

* Read more about the proposed changes on the Defra website:
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/07/05/eu-audit/

In the meantime, farmers are encouraged to continue to apply for or renew
Environmental Stewardship agreements in order to secure financial support for their
environmentally friendly farming practices.

www.naturalengland.org.uk
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Environmental Stewardship at the NSA Sheep 2010 event

For the first time, Natural England took their Environmental Stewardship stand to the NSA
Sheep event at the Three Counties Showground near Malvern, Worcestershire and had
one of the busiest shows this year http://www.sheepevent.org.uk

As a key business event in the sheep farming calendar, over 400 farmers sought advice
from our advisers on a range of issues including ELS renewals, Uplands ELS and the
Campaign for the Farmed Environment. The farm model proved a hit with farmers again,
helping to explain and demonstrate key options for environmental management on sheep
farms. We were also joined on the stand by colleagues from the RPA who answered any
mapping queries.

In addition to the stand, and as ‘mainline sponsors’, Natural England also hosted a
seminar in conjunction with Lloyds TSB entitled ‘Sheep — adding value to your business
and the environment’. The seminar was well attended and one of our farmer champions -
James Evans from Walcot Farm, Shropshire - provided an informal talk offering a real life
overview of what Environmental Stewardship means to his business.

The showground was very busy with various shearing and sheep dog displays alongside
core business and supplier stands, providing an informative and worthwhile event for all
visitors.

f

i

|

Natural England’s Environmental Stewardship stand at the NSA Sheep 2010 event. (Neil Henderson)

www.naturalengland.org.uk
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Forthcoming events

You can find the current programme of events on our website.

Places are limited. To reserve a place call the telephone number shown alongside each event.

Farm Demonstration Events

Natural England invites you to Harper Adams University College, Newport and The Hill Farm,
Castle Frome, Herefordshire where we will examine the merits of a range of environmental
mixes, discuss their establishment and plan their agronomy.

Wild bird seed mixes, flower-rich grass margins, pollen and nectar plots are available in a
number of guises as options under Environmental Stewardship. Each can play a major role in
reducing the decline in farmland birds and boosting habitat for invertebrates including butterflies
and bumblebees.

Different mixes and management regimes have been established on the sites over the past two
years.

As with all things agricultural, these plots do not manage themselves and to achieve maximum
impact they need ‘farming’. So join us to see how to get the best out of these options under
Environmental Stewardship.

Date of events for Harper Adams University College, Newport, Shropshire TF10 8NB

9th Sept Farmer meeting 11.00am — 3.30pm WMFD667
7th Oct Farmer meeting 11.00am — 3.30pm WMFDG668
4th Nov Farmer meeting 11.00am — 1.30pm WMFD669

Date of events for The Hill Farm, Castle Frome, Ledbury, Herefordshire HR8 1HL

14th Sept Farmer meeting 2.00pm —4.00pm WMFW559
12th Oct Farmer meeting 1.30pm - 3.30pm WMFW560
30th Nov Farmer meeting 1.30pm - 3.30pm WMFW561

To book a place at these events telephone 0300 060 1695 and quote the date and
reference above.

www.naturalengland.org.uk




http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/west_midlands/events/farmevents/default.aspx



ELS Online - training from the comfort of your farm office

You are invited to join an ELS Online training session from the comfort of your farm office or
home — all you need is access to the internet and a telephone.

Each interactive session will cover:

» Accessing the ELS Online software.

* Producing an ELS application.

» Completing the Farm Environmental Record.

+ Completing an ELS application.

» Submitting an ELS application.

Each session will last approximately 1 hour and will start at 10.00am.
When you register for a session details of how to easily join the session will be supplied.
The training sessions will run on:

27th September 2010 Ref: ECL695

25th October 2010 Ref: ECL696

29th November 2010 Ref: ECL697

20th December 2010 Ref: ECL698

To register for a session telephone 0300 060 1695
and quote the date and reference above

Finally...

If you have any feedback, ideas, case studies or questions relating to the content of this
newsletter or associated topics please contact

westmidlands.landmanagement@naturalengland.org.uk
or visit www.naturalengland.org.uk

To unsubscribe click here westmidlands.landmanagement@naturalengland.org.uk

Rosemary Orme,
Editor

www.naturaie
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Rural Forum

Rural Specialist, Telford & Wrekin Council,
Civic Offices, Coach Central, Telford TF3 4HD

| CeR0dt oo The voice of Telford and Wrekin
Where we do this Email ruralissues@telford.gov.uk rural communities

Or go on the website www.telford.gov.uk
The rural areas we cover are shown on the map.

Rural areas -

_ Parish & Town Telford & Wrekin
Council Group COUNCIL






What we do How we do this VWhen do we do this

The aim of the Telford and Wrekin Rural We raise awareness to parish and town councils The Telford and Wrekin Rural Forum meets
Forum is to bring together local residents and by identifying: quarterly in different venues around the rural
organisations who are interested in working e specific issues area. All meetings are held on a workday evening
together to identify issues affecting rural e what services are needed and the venues, dates and times are available on
communities across Telford and Wrekin. We e possible funding sources www.telford.gov.uk

develop and implement projects to help e possible solutions

Telford and Wrekin’s rural communities.
We produce a quarterly newsletter, in which we
The needs and interests of rural communities highlight rural issues, the changes that are taking
are at the heart of our work. place and successful projects. All members of the
forum are encouraged to contribute to the
We need representatives from all newsletter.
organisations who are able to look at the
needs of rural communities. We actively get We have a terms of reference for all to follow and
involved in delivering projects and services. you can download a copy from

www.telford.gov.uk
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