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Thirty-fourth Meeting of the West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum
Wednesday 29 September 2010 - 10:00-13.20
 Refreshments available from 9.45am
Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn

	1
	Chairman’s Welcome and Opening Remarks
	Bob Forster
	10:00 – 10:05

	2
	Apologies
	Bob Forster
	10:05 – 10:05

	3
	Business Link - an overview of the general changes to the Business Link Model.

· Explain how they are working differently in the sub regions.

· Highlight the Key Priorities which have emerged from the BSAPs  for the rural areas 

· Give an update on the support which is available from BLWM for Rural Businesses.(reminder of what the core offer is and additional services ) 
· L G4G 
· Land based advisory service
	Lorraine Holmes
	10:05 – 10:30

	4
	Introduction to the Sustainability Interchange Project
	Colin Davis
	10:30 – 10:45

	5
	WMRAF Going Forward and Support (inc. National meeting feedback)
· Caroline Bedell will feedback on the Chairs’ meeting with the Minister for Rural Affairs
· Members will be forwarded a context paper on changes within the West Midlands to consider
· Members will have the opportunity to discuss what they would like to see continue etc.
	
	10:45 – 11:30

	
	Comfort break
	
	11:30 – 11:45

	6
	Taking WMRAF priorities forward – CAG to feedback the outcome of T & F groups, group to agree the Forum’s workplan for this year
	Bob Forster
	11:45 – 12:30

	7
	Q & A Session – an opportunity for members to raise any issues / ask any questions.  These should, where possible, be sent in advance  
	Alison McLean
	12:30 - 13:00

	
	Any other business & lunch
	Bob Forster
	13:00 

	
	
	REFERENCE DOCUMENTS
	

	
	i.
	Progress Against Actions 
	For information only - related questions to be taken at the Q&A session, these should, where possible, be sent in advance  

	
	ii.
	Questions arising from information updates 
	

	
	iii.
	Horizon scanning  - opportunity for members to draw attention to issues, consultations etc. not previously raised
	

	
	iv.
	Other
	


There is no Specialist Seminar in the afternoon 
Forum meetings 2010
	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


