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Issue 38
This Week’s messages




20 August 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Highlights from the Chair’s Advisory Group Meeting

The full notes and actions will be available next week, alternatively see David Collier’s Blog on the subject…

The CAG met today to discuss a very full agenda.  This included being updated on the initial outcomes of the priority Task and Finish Groups.
Skills – a wide agenda, but the group have highlighted the following issues:

· Skills deficit in relation to land-based sectors
· Transport

· Gaining access to funds

· Complexity of schemes application processes

· Greater awareness of rural careers and interaction with potential employers

Please see the Skills paper for full report
Affordable Housing – lots of good works going on and concerns that may need to be addressed as changes to structures continues – please see the full report
Environment and Climate Change – another wide and overlapping theme, with lots of good practice, especially in relation to the Big Society agenda, however highlighted some concerns relating to access to information and knowledge to help communities. See full report. 
The Chair reported back on the first responses to his letter to the Minister for Rural Affairs regarding the Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), and how he is looking forward to the WMRAF engaging with LEPs as they develop.
The group discussed the implications of the changes to regional structures, including the decision in principle to abolish the Government Office Network, the abolition of RDAs, and the introduction of West Midlands Councils, to the running of the WMRAF.  The Secretariat will draft an exit strategy, while the WMRAF will consider, who and how secretariat support is provided, possibly beginning a tendering process; and CAG members will draft a paper outlining the main changes and future considerations (to be shared with members a head of the next Forum meeting on 29.9.10) – what do you think?

In horizon scanning the following consultations were highlighted:

NHS Whitepaper, Defra Environment Whitepaper and the CRC’s Big Society – call for evidence.

· New Blog - Read the latest view at http://wmraf.wordpress.com/ 
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image1.wmf]
The Big Society – the CRC’s call for evidence
The Commission for Rural Communities are keen to show that rural communities and organisations have already embraced the community approach to identifying and tackling their needs that lies at the heart of the ‘Big Society’ approach. However, they also want to ensure that central and local government recognise, celebrate and more importantly support the continuation of your efforts, for the benefit of rural people.

Consultation document attached:- http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/bigsociety.pdf
The CRC have stated that they would welcome information from organisations which work with any issues and communities in rural society to improve their environmental, social or economic wellbeing and future by w/c 13 September 2010.

     Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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Key Seminar:  How Can We Deliver The New Government Skills Strategy? - Putting People First Now, on Monday 11th October 2010 - Royal Commonwealth Society, London.  Read more…
[image: image4.wmf]
Invite to Future Challenges for Supported Housing: Protecting our service users and our organisations in a time of change - Tuesday, 14 September 2010 - 09:30 - 15:30 at 77 Paradise Circus, Queensway, Birmingham B1 2DT
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Please see issue 46 of Defra’s Access newsletter  
. 
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Please see how to make business sense of climate change, the latest issue of Energy & Environmental Management. Read More…
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The latest National Statistics produced by Defra from the June Census of Agriculture and Horticulture were released on 12 August 2010 according to the arrangements approved by the UK Statistics Authority. This release shows the provisional estimates of cereal, oilseed and uncropped arable land areas on agricultural holdings on 1 June 2010 broken down by English region.  Read more…  
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RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing- issue 38 - for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands. Read more…       
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The Rural Coalition Publishes ‘The Rural Challenge’
“We warmly welcome today’s launch of the Rural Coalition’s ‘The rural challenge. Achieving sustainable rural communities for the 21st century’. The document describes a future for rural England in which every rural community can thrive. It presents a shared policy agenda for rural communities, and its overriding objective is to help achieve a positive, lasting legacy of sustainable rural communities in which people enjoy living and working; which are vibrant, distinctive and in keeping with the character of their surroundings, with a full range of good-quality local services which enhance local landscapes, heritage and biodiversity while meeting the challenges of climate and economic change. It proposes urgent, implementable changes that pick up and respond to the concerns that the partners in the new Coalition Government have already stated they wish to address.”

[image: image13.wmf]
Local Councils Want to be at Heart of Rural Regeneration
The Government is being urged to put parish and town councils at the heart of renewing rural areas. The call, from the National Association of Local Councils, follows the publication of the Rural Coalition’s report, The Rural Challenge, which warns that many villages could wither unless radical action is taken to safeguard them.

[image: image14.wmf]
Parish Councils to be Given New Powers to Build Houses and Maintain Rural Services
“As a mainstay of rural English life, the Parish Council is often stereotyped as a group of retired people tasked with maintaining the village green and organising the annual fete. 

But a ‘Rural Coalition’ of campaigners wants them to take a lead in David Cameron's plans for a Big Society by taking charge of pushing through essential new housing developments, building wind farms and even running post offices.”

Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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defra

Department for Environment
Food and Rural Affairs

Published 12 August 2010

JUNE CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE
(LAND USE AND LIVESTOCK ON AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS AT 1 JUNE 2010)

ENGLAND - PROVISIONAL CROP AREA ESTIMATES

The latest National Statistics produced by Defra from the June Census of Agriculture and Horticulture were released
on 12 August 2010 according to the arrangements approved by the UK Statistics Authority. This release shows the
provisional estimates of cereal, oilseed and uncropped arable land areas on agricultural holdings on 1 June 2010
broken down by English region.

Whilst the figures give a good indication of trends, they may be subject to amendment as further survey responses
come in and more data is validated. Final results will be published on 9 December 2010.

The key results are given below.

Wheat
The provisional area of wheat in England increased by 98 thousand hectares from 1.69 million hectares in 2009 to
1.79 million hectares in 2010.

Barley
The total area of barley decreased by 25% in 2010 and now stands at 584 thousand hectares. This was largely due to

a 38% reduction in the area of spring barley to 264 thousand hectares.

Oilseed rape
Oilseed rape increased by 9% to almost 597 thousand hectares in 2010. This increase was due to a 15% rise in the
area of winter oilseed rape from 503 thousand hectares in June 2009 to 578 thousand hectares in 2010.

Uncropped arable land
In 2010 the area of uncropped arable land decreased by 34% to 152 thousand hectares. This decrease brings the area
back in line with levels seen in 2008, following the large increase seen in 2009.

Defra is extremely grateful to the many farmers who complete the June Survey questionnaire each year. The support
of farmers enables the Department to produce timely figures on the latest trends which are important for the
Department's business and the industry's market operations.

For further details from this survey you can contact us on 01904 455332 or visit our June Survey landing page at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/landuselivestock/junesurvey/index.htm.

A National Statistics publication. National Statistics are produced to high professional standards. They undergo regular quality
assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference. For general
enquiries about National Statistics, contact the National Statistics Public Enquiry Service: tel. 0845 601 3034 email
info@statistics.gov.uk. You can also find National Statistics on the internet at www.statistics.gov.uk.




http://www.statistics.gov.uk/hub/index.html



Detailed Results

Wheat

The provisional June 2010 estimate of the area of wheat in England is just under 1.79 million hectares, an increase of
98 thousand hectares (5.8%) since June 2009. The increased area is in part due to the more favourable autumn
planting conditions compared with the previous year.

Figure 1. June wheat area: 2002 - 2010
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The proportion of wheat in each region remained unchanged in 2010. Figure 2 highlights the increases seen in each of
the regions between 2009 and 2010, with the largest increases in the North West & Merseyside (9%) and the West
Midlands (8%). The regional changes in wheat areas are in line with the national changes.

Figure 2. Regional wheat areas: 2009-2010
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Barley
As expected, the areas of winter and spring barley decreased in 2010 to 320 and 264 thousand hectares respectively.

This amounts to an overall decrease of 25% in the total barley area, which now stands at 584 thousand hectares. This
decrease in the barley areas was due to a combination of high stocks and low prices at time of planting.

Figure 3. June winter and spring barley areas: 2002 - 2010
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Oilseed rape

The total area of oilseed rape increased by 9% to almost 597 thousand hectares. This increase was due to the 15%
increase seen in the area of winter oilseed rape, which rose from 503 thousand hectares in June 2009 to 578
thousand hectares in 2010. This increase was a result of more favourable drilling and establishment conditions
compared to the previous year. Conversely the area of spring oilseed rape decreased by 58% and now stands at 18.5
thousand hectares. This is a return to a level more consistent with previous years following the large increase seen in
20009.

Oats
The area of oats decreased by 8% from 103 thousand hectares in 2009 to 94 thousand in 2010. Decreases were seen
in all of the English regions except the North East and Yorkshire and the Humber who saw increases of 1% and 2%

respectively.





Uncropped arable land
The provisional June Census 2010 estimate of the area of uncropped arable land is 152 thousand hectares, a large
decrease (34%) since the 2009 estimate. This decrease brings the area broadly back into line with the 2008 level (see
Figure 4 below) as the increase in 2009 was largely due to the difficult autumn 2008 planting conditions and the

lower cereal prices.

Figure 4. June estimates of the area of uncropped arable land: 2002 - 2010
(includes bare fallow, uncropped set-aside pre-2007 and arable land not in production)
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Figure 5. Proportion of uncropped arable land by English region
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A large scale decrease was expected by
the industry (though ADAS only predicted
a fall of 27%). At a regional level, the
decreases were largely across the board
but the smallest decreases were in the
Eastern region.

Figure 5 shows the percentage of the
total area of uncropped arable land that
falls into each of the English regions. The
Eastern region has the largest proportion
(25%) of total uncropped arable land with
an area of 37.6 thousand hectares. This is
closely followed by the South East (incl.
London) and the East Midlands with 18%
and 17% of the total area respectively.
The North West & Merseyside has the
smallest amount of uncropped arable
land with just 3% of the total, which
amounts to 4.3 thousand hectares.





Other survey results and next publications due

Results from all the Defra farming surveys can be viewed on the Defra website via the following link:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/index.htm. This also contains details of future publication
dates and queryable datasets from previous surveys. The next publications due from the June Survey of Agriculture
are:

e Provisional England results: 16 September 2010
e Provisional UK results: 30 September 2010

e Final England results: 9 December 2010

e Final UK results: 16 December 2010

Survey methodology

The June Survey of Agriculture and Horticulture is a postal survey run annually. However, we are required under EU
legislation to run a Census of Agriculture every 10 years to capture detailed information about the structure of the
agricultural industry. In 2010 a Census form was sent to all holdings with significant levels of farming activity. These
significant levels of farming activity are classified as any holdings with more than five hectares of agricultural land,
one hectare of orchards, 0.5 hectares of vegetables or 0.1 hectares of protected crops, or more than 10 cows, 50 pigs,
20 sheep, 20 goats or 1,000 poultry. Therefore in 2010 the form was sent out to almost 127 thousand holdings. The
results in this statistical release are based on responses from almost 52 thousand holdings.

Data analysis

The data are subject to rigorous validation checks which identify inconsistencies within the data or large year-on-year
changes. Any records that have not been cleaned by the results production stage are excluded from the analysis.

Population totals are estimated for each question on the survey to account for the non-sampled and non-responding
holdings. This survey uses the technique known as ratio raising, in which the trend between the sample data and
base data (previous years data) is calculated for each stratum. The calculated ratio is then applied to the previous
year’s population data to give England level estimates. For holdings where we do not have base data (new holdings
or long-term non-responders) the sample estimates are raised according to the inverse sampling fraction.

All percentage changes are based on un-rounded figures. Totals may not necessarily agree with the sum of their
components due to rounding.

Confidence indicators

Tick based confidence indicators have been shown against the June 2010 figures, ranging from 3 ticks (good) to 1
cross (poor). The ranges relate to the Relative Standard Errors (RSE) as follows:

vV RSE <2.5%

vV RSE 2.5-5%
v RSE 5-10%
RSE 10-20%
RSE >20%

We have also shown confidence intervals against the figures. They are based on the Standard Error (SE) multiplied by
1.96 which gives a 95% confidence interval. We are 95% confident that the true value lies within this range either side
of the estimate. The standard errors only give an indication of the sampling error. They do not take into account any
other sources of survey errors, such as non-response bias or administrative data errors.





Table 1. Area of arable crops and uncropped arable land

Thousand hectares

Wheat

Barley
Winter barley
Spring barley

Oats
Oilseed rape

Winter oilseed rape
Spring oilseed rape

Uncropped arable land @

1691.0

576.9

318.8

258.1

102.5

634.9

620.8

14.1

423.5

1934.7

664.9

345.9

319.0

106.6

560.9

544.9

16.0

159.4

16915 1789.6
777.0 584.2
354.4 320.1
422.6 264.1
102.8 94.3
547.8 596.7
503.3 578.2

44.5 18.5
230.9 152.3

5.8

-24.8
-9.7
-37.5

8.9
14.9
-58.3

-34.0

+/- 16.9

+/- 10.2

+/- 7.3

+- 7.1

+- 4.1

+/- 13.2

+/- 13.0

+- 2.4

+/- 6.3

vvv

vvv

vvv

vvv

vvv

vvv

vvv

vvv

(a) The uncropped arable land area in 2007 included uncropped set-aside

Table 2. June arable crops and uncropped arable land areas & industry planting estimates

(including revised December 2009 figures)

Wheat

Barley
Winter barley
Spring barley

Oats
Oilseed rape ®

Winter oilseed rape
Spring oilseed rape

Uncropped arable land ©

1634.6

358.8

82.3

540.7

16915
777.0
354.4
422.6
102.8
547.8
503.3

445

230.9

1800.3 1789.6
- 584.2

338.4 320.1

- 264.1

82.5 94.3

- 596.7

585.5 578.2

- 18.5

226.5 152.3

Thousand hectares

HGCA
2010

planting
estimate

1859.0

594.0
315.0
279.0

95.0

630.0

ADAS
2010
planting
estimate

1838.0

632.0
321.0
311.0

86.0

585.0

552.0
33.0

(a) To improve accuracy we conducted a register cleaning exercise before running the June Census and removed holdings from
our register which we believe are no longer undertaking agricultural activities (they do not appear on any of the main Defra
registers and are not claiming subsidies). As a result of these changes we have revised our December 2009 results to make them
comparable to the new 2010 estimates. In general, the revised figures are little changed on those published for the December

Survey.

(b) ABC (Agro Business Consultants) expect oilseed rape to be lower than the HGCA prediction. ABC predict GB area to be about
630 thousand hectares and therefore England area roughly 593 thousand hectares.
(c) ADAS predicted a 27% decrease in uncropped set-aside and fallow.






Table 3. June 2010 provisional crop areas and uncropped arable land estimates by English region

Thousand hectares

Wheat Winter barley
2009 2010 change 2010
North East 64.8 67.0 3 27.2 26.6 -2
North West & Merseyside 30.7 334 9 15.4 14.4 -7
Yorkshire & The Humber 226.9 238.7 5 76.4 70.7 -7
East Midlands 342.0 362.8 6 46.7 41.4 -11
West Midlands 155.2 167.3 8 33.0 29.3 -11
Eastern 475.3 504.7 6 84.4 73.8 -13
South East (incl. London) 228.8 241.8 6 27.4 25.0 -9
South West 167.7 173.8 4 43.9 38.9 -11
England 1691.5 1789.6 6 354.4 320.1 -10
Spring barley
Region
2009 2010 change
North East 19.8 12.0 -39 6.9 7.0 1
North West & Merseyside 34.9 21.7 -38 4.8 4.2 -12
Yorkshire & The Humber 56.6 33.3 -41 7.9 8.0 2
East Midlands 42.4 26.2 -38 131 11.4 -13
West Midlands 30.5 18.1 -41 18.7 16.7 -11
Eastern 85.8 54.6 -36 9.6 8.6 -10
South East (incl. London) 61.9 39.5 -36 20.7 19.1 -8
South West 90.7 58.8 -35 21.2 19.2 -9
England 422.6 264.1 -38 102.8 94.3 -8

Total Oilseed rape

Uncropped arable land

2009 2010 change 2009 2010 change
North East 22.3 24.3 9 125 8.3 -34
North West & Merseyside 4.6 5.1 10 6.5 4.3 -35
Yorkshire & The Humber 76.7 85.5 12 28.2 17.9 -36
East Midlands 135.7 149.2 10 40.4 25.7 -36
West Midlands 44.5 48.6 9 21.6 134 -38
Eastern 131.1 143.0 9 53.9 37.6 -30
South East (incl. London) 82.3 87.8 7 40.6 27.5 -32
South West 50.6 53.1 5 27.1 17.6 -35
England 547.8 596.7 9 230.9 152.3 -34
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KEY WESTMINSTER SEMINAR:  


 

HOW CAN WE DELIVER THE NEW GOVERNMENT SKILLS STRATEGY?

PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST NOW

 


SETTING COLLEGES FREE; REDUCING NUMBER OF NEETS; 5OK MORE APPRENTICESHIPS; 

LIFELONG LEARNING ACCOUNTS; GREATER EMPLOYER ENGAGEMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS EMPLOYERS WANT;  

MORE ADULT AND COMMUNITY LEARNING  

 Monday 11th October 2010 - Royal Commonwealth Society, London

 

Contributors include: 

                               

         Professor John Philpott,  Chief Economist, Chartered Institute for Personnel and Development  

         Sarah Bentley,  Joint Managing Director, CFE  

         Ian Ferguson,  Recently Chairman, Metaswitch Networks  

                    Scarlett Harris,   National Policy Officer, Trades  Union Congress

         John McNamara,  Chief Executive, Alliance of Sector Skills Councils 

         Professor Derek Longhurst,   Chief Executive, Foundation Degree Forward 

         Michael Osbaldeston,  Partnership Director, World Skills London 2011

      Jacqui Henderson,   Managing Director, CLASS 

 


Senior Representatives:           Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

                                                         Connexions 

                                                         157 Group                                                     

 Issues covered: 

         What are the new Government agenda and expectations? What will be the impact of the Budget?

         How will Government prioritise more apprenticeships, reducing NEETS and more adult and community learning?

         How can we best support progression through different types of education?

         How can we best strengthen supply of technician skills to the economy, particularly through level 3 apprenticeships?

         How best can we prioritise vocational qualifications that are understood and valued by employers?

         How should we work with business and skills bodies to promote greater employer engagement?

         How can we make better use of existing skills in the workplace?

         How do we reduce the number of 18 - 24 year olds not in employment, education or training?

         How do we break the link between NEETS and welfare dependency?

         How do we secure high quality training for unemployed people to get the skills needed for work - readiness?

         How will Lifelong Learning Accounts work to create informed and empowered learners with a thirst for learning?

         How do we successfully encourage more people to participate in adult and community learning?

         How do we achieve joint investment proposals in high - value areas of economy and boost skills?

         How best can we be agile and responsive in an ever changing global economy?

         How do we ensure new policies respond to individual needs, reskilling both the young and those left behind?

         How best do we skill up disadvantaged communities?

         What role should local government have in delivering policies locally on issues like NEET's?

         How do we better join up thinking between the UK nations, sectors and parts of education?

         Where can we hope to be in ten years time?  

How to Book:

To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details   Click Here

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings. 

Please Note:

Any problems, please contact our office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk. 
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer


CONTENTS


General

Funding & Resources 


Consultations

 

General 


		National Agenda: More or Less



		Treasury Spending Challenge 


The invitation to submit ideas for saving public money has closed.  The public has now been invited to rate the ideas using a ranking system.  


The ideas were tagged; some of the submissions seem to have been put into the wrong boxes, which may reflect the haste with which the process is being pushed.  


A taskforce of VCS Chief Executives has been convened to advise the government on the ‘Big Society Red Tape Purge’





		Efficiency ExchangeTV debate 


The Efficiency Exchange hosted a televised discussion on ‘Getting More for Less’ 





		Public sector spin outs 


Twelve ‘pathfinder’ pilots have been set up under which public sector workers are working with VCOs on projects that will be run as mutuals.   The projects will receive advice from a number of large, international firms.   

These public sector spin outs will receive a level of resource and support that has not been available to the majority of voluntary organisations and community groups; they are starting with a clear advantage, and are bound to succeed.  


Social Enterprise London will be publishing a guide for public sector workers who wish to move into social enterprise 

The publication is due out week beginning 23rd August. 






		Social Stock Exchange 


CAN and the Social Stock Exchange are collaborating to develop a stock exchange which will only list organisations with genuine social or environmental objectives.  Investors will have the confidence of knowing the organisations have effectively been kitemarked when deciding where to invest.  






		New Compact Toolkit


The Commission for the Compact is due to publish a toolkit to help Councils assess the savings they achieve by using the Compact when contracting with VCOs.   






		Managing the Cuts 


NAVCA have issued a briefing note on tools and support available when funding cuts are made 


Download briefing note [PDF] >>





		Proving Your Worth to Whitehall


New Philanthropy Capital has published a guide to help VCOs to answer the same questions Government Departments are being forced to answer in the run up to the Comprehensive Spending Review.


Download the guide [PDF] >>







		Big issues



		Key Issue

		Nearly 900 VCS/third sector groups have joined the 3S Consortium in order to bid for the DWP single work programme commissions.






		Implications for organisations

		This development seems to fly in the face of the move towards localism and stripping out bureaucracy.   Small-medium sized VCOs are compelled to join consortia due to the size and scale of the DWP contracts which will be let on a regional basis.  The payment by success model means a requirement for cash flow and access to finance which small organisations do not have due to their size.   If large national charities win commissions, they will enter into a chain of sub-contracts reaching into local communities but this will increase bureaucracy.  


Nick Hurd, Civil Society Minister, has forecast longer contracts, more private sector investment, and fewer grants.  






		Future Libraries pilots



		Key issues

		DCMS have announced 10 areas that will be road testing new ways of running public libraries





		Implications for organisations

		As with all the ‘Big Society’ actions so far, the plan has drawn mixed responses.  Michael Rosen, Children’s Laureate, criticised the plans.


It is worth pointing out that many public libraries (as well as hospitals and parks) in the UK were started by public subscription and donations from private philanthropists such as the Carnegie Foundation.    There is therefore a history of voluntarism behind public institutions; however, people’s modern expectation is that they pay taxes to Governments and expect services in return.  The VCS must guard against pressure to take part in the Big Society without sufficient resources and support.  






		Big Society Evidence Base



		Key issues

		NCVO has created a Big Society micro-site.  They have issued an open invitation for VCOs to submit information, resources, etc to build an evidence base for the Big Society policy. 








		Social Mobility 



		Key issues

		Nick Clegg, the Deputy PM, is leading on a new social mobility initiative. 






		Implications for organisations

		It may be difficult to see how much progress is made as the Government has put a stop to National Indicators, Local Area Agreements, Comprehensive Area Assessments, Place surveys, and all the tools and mechanisms for measuring impact.  


The announcement to disband the Audit Commission was made by Eric Pickles, Communities Minister, on the evening of Friday 13th August, after normal close of business. 


The Audit Commission was not universally popular, as it could be regarded as the epitome of Big State.








		Rural Matters



		Rural Toolkit 


Sustainable Rural Communities are running a survey on the effectiveness of the Rural Toolkit 

The survey does not have a closing date, but we recommend organisations submit their surveys as soon as possible.


www.ruraltoolkit.org.uk 



		Right to Build


Further to Housing Minister Grant Shapps’ announcement of the Community Right to Build, a new Rural Coalition has been created which has published a ‘Rural Challenge’.


Download the Rural Challenge [PDF] >>

Download the Right to Build document [PDF] >>
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Funding & Resources 


		Power and Social Change 



		NCVO have published a comprehensive practical guide to influencing policy and decision making.


Download the guide [PDF] >>
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 Consultations


		Big Lottery - change of direction 



		Key issues

		DCMS have opened a consultation on the future direction of the Big Lottery in the context of the Departmental structural reform plan.






		Implications for organisations

		It has already been announced that the allocations are to be changed incrementally in favour of sports, arts and heritage. 



		Action points and key dates

		The Consultation closes on Friday 29th October 2010
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RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.


		©2010 RAWM
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		Tel: 0121 359 9114

		Email: Katherine Gordon

		

		

		



		www.rawm.org.uk | RAWM YouTube

		

		

		



		More about RAWM and RAWM membership >>
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ACCESS NEWSLETTER

Issue 46 13 August 2010

Coastal Access update

Consultation on regulations on procedures for making representations
and objections about coastal access proposals made in a
report by Natural England

Schedule 19 to the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 introduces a new Schedule 1A into the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. Schedule 1A provides for a number of
regulations to be made about the process to be followed when a coastal access report has been
submitted to the Secretary of State by Natural England. The regulations include the process by
which people may make representations about, or objections to, proposals contained in a
Natural England coastal access report.

Between 22 March and 14 June 2010 we held a public consultation on our proposals for these
regulations. We received 60 responses from a wide range of organisations and individuals.
Following analysis of the responses, our conclusion is that in general the responses supported
the proposals. Respondents made many helpful comments — which we are most grateful for —
and we have amended our proposals in some areas as a result.

The Coastal Access Reports (Consideration and Modification Procedure) (England) Regulations
2010 were laid before Parliament on 11 August 2010. If approved, the regulations will come into
force on 1 October 2010.

e A summary of responses — outlining the main points raised by consultation respondents,
the Government’s response and an explanation of changes made to the original proposals
— can be viewed at: http://www.defra.qgov.uk/corporate/consult/coastal-
access2010/index.htm

e A copy of the draft regulations and an explanatory note can be viewed at:
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2010/uksi 20101976 en_1

The first stretch of the new coastal access rights will be introduced at Weymouth Bay in time for
the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games’ sailing events.

If you have any queries about the above, please email us at: coastal.access@defra.gsi.gov.uk




http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/coastal-access2010/index.htm
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http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2010/uksi_20101976_en_1
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National Tree Planting Campaign

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to launching a national tree planting
campaign. Defra is working with partners to develop a “Big Society” campaign which brings
together civil society, local government and the private sector to involve communities in planting
trees in towns and cities throughout England.

As a result, we are looking for civic bodies and local authorities who are interested in
establishing tree planting projects as part of the campaign, or who could provide us with case
studies of successful local campaigns.

For further information, please e-mail nationaltreeplantingcampaign@defra.gsi.gov.uk or contact
John Robbins on 0117 372 8668.
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