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Issue 37
This Week’s messages




13 August 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· The next Chair’s Advisory Group Meeting

The CAG will be meeting on 20 August 2010.  If your have any concerns or issues that you feel are not represented on the agenda, please contact your WMRAF Sector rep, Vice-Chairs, Chair or email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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Opinions on improving farm regulation wanted

The new Task Force on Farming Regulation is calling for opinions and ideas on ways to improve approaches to regulation. The Task Force has been challenged to find ways of reducing the bureaucratic burdens that English farmers and food producers face.  Read more…                           
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Contributing to the ‘Big Society’ – call for evidence
“We, at the Commission for Rural Communities, are keen to show that rural communities and organisations have already embraced the community approach to identifying and tackling their needs that lies at the heart of the ‘Big Society’ approach. However, we also want to ensure that central and local government recognise, celebrate and more importantly support the continuation of your efforts, for the benefit of rural people”
Can you contribute?  WMRAF will need your replies by 3 September 2010

     Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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Key Seminar - How Best Can We Deliver Local Enterprise Partnerships? On Monday 25 October 2010 at Royal Commonwealth Society, London.  Read more… 

   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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New National Statistics the rural economy
Please see the latest Defra dashboard which presents a range of statistics designed to give an indication of the effects of the economic downturn in rural areas.

Read the August 2010 report. Due to a delay in the receipt of data on house prices, the only indicator to be updated this month is claimant count. The September publication will include updates for all indicators. 
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RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing- issue 37 - for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands. Read more…       
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Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
[image: image10.wmf]
Cutting Red Tape to Give a Green Light for Greener Development
“The new Government is taking swift action to shorten and simplify environmental regulations to make it easier for Developers to green-proof their building projects Communities Secretary, Eric Pickles, said yesterday.

New proposals published for consultation today will revoke four sets of rules about Environmental Impact Assessments, and replace them with one streamlined and user-friendly set of regulations.

The complex guidance for carrying out assessments will also be scrapped and replaced so that it is clear and concise, ensuring Developers can easily measure and minimise any negative effects their projects will have on the environment.”  Read more…

Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer
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General 


		National government agenda



		Key issues

		The Cabinet Office has set up a structural reform page which provides links to all departmental reform programmes.


More information>>

Government responds to the people’s comments on its coalition programme.


More information>>

On 29th July, Frances Maude, Minister for Cabinet Office, issued an open letter asking the voluntary and community sector for ideas on reducing the deficit.


Download document (pdf)>>  


Ideas and examples from the sector can be posted on the Cabinet Office website or e-mailed directly to sectorchallenge@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk.


The closing date for suggestions is Friday 20th August. 


The Guardian newspaper reports that Price Waterhouse Coopers has warned the Government against involving the public in deciding cuts to public services as the majority have no real idea of the scale of cuts involved. Having asked for ideas from the public, a citizens’ panel is due to rate the ideas received. 


More information>>

ACEVO, the sector Chief Executives’ group, has written to the Government raising concerns that the VCS was left out of roundtable discussions on the future of Local Economic Partnerships.  


More information>>

‘One in, one out’


BIS (the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills) have announced a new approach to legislation whereby a new law will only be introduced if an old one can be removed from the statute book.


More information>>

Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, has announced cuts to the Department’s Third Sector Strategic Partners programme, and to its infrastructure support funds.


More information>>

More information>>

These cuts have been criticised by organisations who feel that voluntary and community groups will be left without the support needed to help them build the capacity required to deliver on the Big Society agenda; however, they are in line with the priority being given to frontline services.  








		Back to basics - defining the sector



		Key issues

		A debate has started within the sector as to ‘who’s in, and who’s out’.  The issue is of particular concern to the social enterprise movement as the Coalition Government continues the trend started by the previous government, of encouraging public sector workers to become self employed and bid for contracts as ‘social enterprises’.    The issue is summarised in David Ainsworth’s blog in Third Sector bulletin.


More information>>

A longer debate within the sector featured in Social Enterprise magazine following the Health Secretary’s announcement that the entire NHS was to become a social enterprise.


More information>>





		Implications for organisations

		RAWM exists to support the voluntary and community sector.  We are keen to highlight the fact that many VCS groups undertake enterprising activities; however, in many cases this is done specifically to generate income to make up for funding shortfalls - therefore, they may not be deemed social enterprises.   Unlike the traditional voluntary and community sector, social enterprises set out to make profit, but are bound to reinvest profits into the business which will have social aims.     


The ‘right to request’ was initially presented as an opportunity for health practitioners to set up their own companies to bid for NHS commissions, backed by loan finance from the Social Enterprise and Investment Fund (SEIF).  For NHS personnel, this meant terminating their employment contracts and setting up their own social enterprises.


More information>>  


It was recently reported that an increasing number of NHS organisations are triggering the ‘right to request’ ie. entire Primary Care Trusts will be adopting a legal structure from the charity sector in order to bid for health contracts.    The majority of third sector/VCS groups will be forced to enter into consortia in order to compete on scale.  


More information>>  


Andrew Lansley has moved the debate on with his recent invitation to private investors to invest in ‘NHS Professionals Ltd’, ‘a limited company wholly owned by the Department of Health’.   The level of resources and general support that has gone into building the capacity of former NHS staff and organisations to bid for NHS commissions gives the spin outs a distinct advantage over the VCS.    It has been argued that this is privatization of the NHS through the back door, although some would argue that, in a patient-led NHS, it does not matter where the funding comes from as long as the service is delivered.  


On an optimistic note, the Health Secretary has proposed to move the bulk of health commissioning to GPs on the grounds that they have a better understanding of their patients’ needs than PCTs.  ACEVO believe this may provide new opportunities for VCS groups which work very closely with local communities.


More information>>







		Compact 



		Key issues

		Compact has launched a new Compact Implementation Consultancy Service which will run until March 2011.


More information>>

A baseline study has shown high levels of awareness of the Compact across Government and the public sector. 


Download document(pdf)>>

You can download the research findings separately here







		Rural matters 



		Community Right to Build


 

		On 23rd July, Housing Minister, Grant Schapps, announced a new ‘Community Right to Build’, which will give rural communities the right to build without planning permission where there is a housing shortage.  The proposal has received mixed responses. 


Response 1>>

Response 2>>

Response 3>>





		Big Society in the Countryside

		Rural leaders have warned the Government not to overlook the part rural communities can play in the Big Society.


More information>> 


See Consultation section below.
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Funding & Resources 


		National citizenship scheme 



		Key issues

		On 2nd August, the Cabinet Office launched the invitation to bid to run pilots for the National Citizenship scheme 


More information>>





		Implications for organisations

		The pilots are intended to take place in summer 2011, providing around 10,000 places for 16 year old school-leavers.



		Action points and key dates

		The deadline for applications is Wednesday 25th August, midday. 


Organisations thinking of submitting bids need to be aware that the levels of funding available will not be known until the Comprehensive Spending Review in October. 








		Resilience and the recession in six deprived communities



		Key issues

		The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published ‘Resilience and the recession in six deprived communities’.  The report:


· reports on an ongoing research programme, examining the interaction between ‘poverty’ and ‘place’ in six relatively deprived neighbourhoods across Britain 


· focuses on the perceptions and experiences of people living in economically vulnerable areas during the early stages of the recession 


· examines what will make some people, and some communities, more resilient in the face of continuing economic hardship

Download document(pdf)>>





		Implications for organisations

		Although none of the case studies are from the West Midlands region, the report will be of interest to many groups and organisations in the sector.






		Additional 

		The Princes Trust has published ‘Destined for the dole’, a report into the low expectations and aspirations of young people in workless households.     The report will be of greater interest to those in the youth and learning & skills sectors; however, there is an interactive map of workless households in the UK on the homepage of the Princes Trust website which others may find useful.  


More information>>







		Voluntary sector skills landscape 



		Key issues

		Skills Third Sector has produced a ‘horizon scanning’ report on skills needed in the sector, where the drivers for this are coming from, and priorities for the future. 


Download document(pdf)>> 
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 Consultations


		Big rural society



		Key issues

		The Commission for Rural Communities has issued a call for evidence on how rural communities can contribute to the Big Society.


Download document>> 






		Action points and key dates

		The deadline for submissions is Monday 13th September








		Policing in the 21st Century 



		Key issues

		We have included Chapter Five of the Policing consultation as it focuses on volunteering, and will therefore be of interest to some VCS groups.  


More information>>





		Action points and key dates

		The closing date for the consultation opened on 26th July and closes on Monday 20th September (a period of 8 weeks). 


Click on the link below for the full consultation.


More information>> 
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RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.


		©2010 RAWM
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		Tel: 0121 359 9114

		Email: Katherine Gordon
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		More about RAWM and RAWM membership >>
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KEY SEMINAR IN LONDON ON DELIVERING THE NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT’S STRATEGY ON LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIPS TO REPLACE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES

HOW BEST CAN WE DELIVER 


LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIPS


IN A PERIOD OF DEFICIT REDUCTION?


  REPLACING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES WITH LEPs;


  ACHIEVING NEW ECONOMIC POWERHOUSES THROUGH BUSINESS/COUNCIL PARTNERSHIPS;


  ENSURING A LEAD ROLE FOR WEALTH CREATING BUSINESS;


  MAKING BEST USE OF THE REGIONAL GROWTH FUND;  INVOLVING HIGHER EDUCATION;


      THE ROLE AND POTENTIAL OUTCOMES OF THE BIS COMMITTEE INQUIRY

Monday 25 October, 2010      


 -   Royal Commonwealth Society,  London 

     

Contributors include        


         Minister or Senior Official,  Department for Communities and Local Government


         Dr Adam Marshall,  Director of Policy and External Affairs,  British Chambers of Commerce


         Alexandra Jones,  Chief Executive,  Centre for Cities

         Cllr Peter Box,  Leader,  City of Wakefield Council


         Cllr Seán Woodward,  Chair,  Partnership for Urban South Hampshire 

      Prof Kathy Pain,  Professor of Real Estate Development,  University of Reading 

         Dr Ita O’Donovan,  Honorary Lecturer,  University of Birmingham  

         Senior Representative,     North West Enterprise Commission 

                                                         Independent Regional Growth Fund Panel   

                                                      North East Enterprise Company 

                                                         Midlands Chamber of Commerce 

                                                         BIS Select Committee 


     

Issues covered 


         How best can we rebuild and rebalance local economies to spread new economic opportunities across the country?

         How will Local Economic Partnerships of elected authorities and business replace RDAs?

         How can LEPs to provide strategic leadership and economic vision for local areas?

         How can LEPs fully involve and engage the wealth-generating private sector?


         Can we achieve more effective LEPs with phased introduction, fuller powers, prioritisation and more defined roles of partners?


         How do we translate a City Region into a Local Enterprise Partnership, with greater business involvement?


         Will LEPs be strong enough to tackle inward investment, emerging industries and innovation? 


         Can MAAs become LEPs and take control of the economic destiny of a local area?


         Can local business grasp the opportunity to shape an LEP for businesses and the local economy to grow? 

         How will the Regional Growth Fund support significant potential for sustainable growth and provide private sector jobs? 

         How can this be effective in areas now dependent on the public sector?

         Can new measures create a new powerhouse to drive forward local economies?

         How can and will higher education develop an important role in delivering effectiveness of LEPs in their area?

         What are the roles and potential outcomes of the select committee inquiry?          

         Where can we hope to be in ten years time?

Please Note

Any problems, please contact the Office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk.


           To unsubscribe please telephone 01422 845004  -  We apologise in advance for any inconvenience caused..


Commonwealth Club


                        All delegates to the seminar will be able to use the facilities of the stylish and cutting edge Commonwealth Club for themselves and their guests in the evening after the event.


How to Book

To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details  Click Here

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings.
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Commission for
Rural Communities

6 August 2010

Contributing to the ‘Big Society’ — call for evidence

You will have seen in the media that the Government recently launched their ‘Big Society’
initiative. We, at the Commission for Rural Communities, are keen to show that rural communities
and organisations have already embraced the community approach to identifying and tackling
their needs that lies at the heart of the ‘Big Society’ approach. However, we also want to ensure
that central and local government recognise, celebrate and more importantly support the
continuation of your efforts, for the benefit of rural people.

Accordingly we are commencing a project, designed to enable us to advise departments and
their Ministers how to fully embrace the contribution and needs of rural communities in the
development of their Big Society agenda. We will have several opportunities to do so over the
next six months.
One of the first opportunities, with your help, is to put something to the Rural Affairs Minister in
early September, about the effect of the economic climate and current and planned changes in
public spending on civic society organisations working with rural communities.
We shall follow this up at the beginning of October when we plan to issue a fuller report. It is
because of this early opportunity to inform Defra Ministers of the impact of public spending cuts
on civic organisations working in rural communities that we would ask for your help in
answering some of the questions below.
e Can you describe briefly your organisation?
e Name
e Type (e.g. charity, social enterprise)
e Size
¢ What areas you work in
e Main sources of income (e.g. public sector grants, contracts, fundraising)
¢ What are your principal activities in rural areas, e.g. care, environmental conservation,
working with young people, employability etc, or which group(s) in rural areas are your

main customers?

e To what extent have your organisations been affected/are expecting to be affected by the
current economic climate including funding cuts?

e Have you experienced any recent change in demand for your services?
e Ifyou are being affected by these economic conditions or changes in demand, how have
you responded/are planning to respond? (e.g. cuts in activities, alternative sources of

funding, cooperation with other organisations etc.)

¢ Can you share with us any examples/case studies where reduction in income has





affected/ is likely to affect your operation in rural areas?

¢ Can you share with us examples/case studies where you have managed to
continue delivering services?

o How have the lives of the communities that you serve been affected, or would you
anticipate them being affected?

e Are you facing specific (or additional) challenges when operating in rural areas? What
are your expectations for the future?

e How do you think your organisation can contribute to or benefit from the ‘Big Society’?
Do you think you have for example the resources and the capacity to have a greater role
in the running of community or business services?

e What kind of response or support do you need from the government (local/central)?
¢ Do you have any other issue that you would like to raise with government departments?

We understand that summer holidays will put a strain on your ability to offer substantial
information and evidence this month but we hope you can offer us some of your current
experience and concerns, as we want to take full advantage of early opportunities to inform
government action. For this reason we would greatly appreciate if you could e-mail us to
elif.skinner@ruralcommunities.gov.uk your experience and views in two time periods.

Any information you can provide us by the Bank Holiday weekend will be used to inform our
report to the Rural Affairs Minister in early September. For this first short report, we would
particularly welcome the experience of organisations working to improve economic
opportunities and viability of rural areas and people. This might include for example
organisations who are working to improve the employability of young people or the
unemployed, that undertake training, represent local businesses, or who are working on
community development or regenerating rural and community assets. This will allow us to alert
Defra ministers to current experience and views of how the Big Society will help this work.

By the w/c 13 September we would welcome information from organisations which work with
any issues and communities in rural society to improve their environmental, social or economic
wellbeing and future. This should include those from the first group who found that meeting our
August deadline too challenging.

| hope that you are able to help us with these opportunities to communicate your experience to
central government departments. Thank you in anticipation.

Roger Turner
Head of Rural Economies
Commission for Rural Communities
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