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Issue 36
This Week’s messages




9 August 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· The next Chair’s Advisory Group Meeting

The CAG will be meeting on 20 August 2010.  If your have any concerns or issues that you feel are not represented on the agenda, please contact your WMRAF Sector rep, Vice-Chairs, Chair or email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 
· The Rural Voice of the West Midlands… Reminding you that your Forum needs you

There is a lot of change at the moment that could present rural communities and organisations with opportunities and also raise concerns.

Some of these opportunities and issues could be raised at Ministerial meetings; others could be best addressed or taken forward by sharing locally across the West Midlands by using the Forum’s wider network and website.

Please see the two current opportunities for this within the WMRAF.  I look forward to receiving your contributions:

· Share your good practice case studies and lessons learnt

The WMRAF is seeking to capture and share the enormous amount of good practice from the rural West Midlands.  It is particularly looking for your examples around:

· Broadband

· Skills

· Affordable housing

· Environment and Climate Change

· Resilient Communities

If you have examples you can share, please go to our ‘Sharing’ page and complete and return the template provided to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
· Your Top Three Issues

The RAF Chairs are expecting the meet with the Minister for Rural Affairs in late September.  The RAF would like to be well prepared and make best use of this opportunity.

The Chair is therefore seeking your contribution.

· What are your top three concerns / issues?

· If your concerns remain unchanged from previous communication, are there any new steps you would like to see taken to address them?
Start the debate now. Please use the Forum Discussion facility or forward your emails to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 

· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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Natural Environment: An Invitation to Shape the Nature of England

“Our natural environment underpins our economic prosperity, our health and our wellbeing. As a result, protecting the environment and enhancing biodiversity is one of Defra’s top 3 priorities, as outlined in the Department’s Structural Reform Plan.

A key commitment under this priority is the publication of a White Paper on the natural environment by spring 2011. We want all interested parties to have a say in shaping the development of the White Paper.” Read more…
     Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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Key Seminar in London on Maximising the Role of
Arts and Culture In Economic Growth; Monday 18 October 2010, Royal Commonwealth Society, London.  Read more…
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Regenwm Prizes 2010 Retrospective: Projects of the Decade


Times may be tough but there is always space for celebrating quality.  It is therefore my pleasure to announce the launch of our 2010 Prizes: this year, in our changing times, we have chosen to run the prizes as a retrospective covering the best regeneration of the last decade.  Read more…
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Community Right to Build

“The new Community Right to Build will shift power from Government to communities to allow local people to deliver the homes and development that they really want, without being told that their own expansion doesn't fit with their local council's plans and should not go ahead.” Read more…
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Call to Back Creative Countryside
“Harnessing the untapped creative potential of the countryside could generate more than £1bn a year, says a report.

But the rural creative industries will remain worth just half the amount unless the government helps artists access adequate funding, it warns.

The four-year study was prepared by the Rural Cultural Forum, which brings together artists, community groups and other rural stakeholders.

A national rural cultural strategy would benefit rural communities and help to regenerate the countryside, says the 35-page document.” Read more…
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£200M Trust Boosts Rural England
“Neglected rural communities are set to benefit from a £200m charitable trust, it has emerged. Neglected rural areas are being targeted. The Big Lottery Fund in England is investing the money in up to 150 urban and rural neighbourhoods.  In particular, it is targeting people in communities previously overlooked for funding…...” Read more…
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Food Justice: The Report of the Food And Fairness Inquiry
“Food Justice: the Report of the Food and Fairness Inquiry is published today. It is the result of a year-long investigation into social justice in food and farming, undertaken by a committee of respected and influential figures from across the food sector. They include Fairtrade Foundation CEO Harriet Lamb, Andrew Opie from the British Retail Consortium, Melanie Leech, Chief Executive of the Food and Drink Federation, Paul Whitehouse, Chair of the Gangmasters Licensing Authority, and Jeanette Longfield, who runs the campaign group Sustain.”  Read more…
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Please see how to make business sense of climate change, the latest issue of Energy & Environmental Management. Read More…
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AWM has recently provided updates on the nature of the economy in the rural parts of the West Midlands.  The Rural Evidence Base contains current evidence on the rural economy updating earlier publications - Rural Evidence Base 2010 - PDF - 468kb.  In undertaking this piece of work AWM have updated the e-economic datasets broken down by County and District where possible for the whole region - Rural Evidence Base 2010 - datasets - XSL - 2mb.  

These add to the other recent additions to the Rural Evidence Base evidence including evidence on Rural Broadband Infrastructure in the region and Rural Disadvantage Indicator. AWM hope this work will be of use to you and your members as you work with others to develop thinking on Local Enterprise Partnerships, many of which will have significant rural economic issues to consider.  
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Read the latest News from Farming Futures, July 2010.  Read more…
Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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KEY SEMINAR IN LONDON ON MAXIMISING THE ROLE OF


ARTS AND CULTURE IN ECONOMIC GROWTH

-      CAPITALISING ON HUGE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONTRIBUTION


-      ACHIEVING MAXIMUM GOVERNMENT SUPPORT, NATIONALLY AND LOCALLY


-      MAXIMISING THE IMPACT OF CITIES OF CULTURE


-      SPARKING NEW PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN CULTURE AND COMMERCE


-      UPSKILLING THE WORKFORCE AND CREATING PRODUCTIVE JOBS


 


Monday 18 October 2010


Royal Commonwealth Society, London


          

Contributors include:        


· Valerie Watts,  Chief Executive, Derry City Council 


· Colin Tweedy OBE, Chief Executive, Arts and Business 


· Anna Whyatt, Creative Futures Director, ERA Ltd 


· Emily Thomas, Director, Aequitas Consulting Ltd 


· Caroline Felton, Chief Executive, Creative and Cultural Skills, Sector Skills Council 

· Richard Russell, Director, Strategic Partnerships, Arts Council England 


Representative       :           DCMS/BIS


                                                            University of the Arts, London


                                                            Independent Advisory Committee on Cities of Culture


                                                            MMM                          

Issues covered:         

         How best do we enable the arts, culture and creativity to be engines of economic growth?


         How do we provide them with modern support for enterprise and growth with the tools they need?


         How do we rebalance the UK economy by enabling enterprise and innovation throughout the UK?


         What are the Government’s agenda and expectation?

         How best should Government and society capitalise on the huge contribution of culture and creativity?


         How should the UK economy learn from successes of cultural leaders in achieving economic growth?

         How do we bring arts, culture and creativity to the fore as catalysts for economic and social growth?


         How do we maximise the potential of cities of culture?


         What has been the economic impact of European City of Culture on Liverpool and Merseyside?


         How will Derry realise the potential of City of Culture 2013?

         How will it share innate talent, creativity and energy with the rest of the world?

         How will it achieve truly transformational regeneration plans for social and economic growth?

         How best can we use develop an opportunity to spark new partnerships between culture and commerce?

         How can culture, innovation and creativity make maximum impact on growth of cities and regions?

         What more can national, regional and local government do to tap potential impact of culture and creativity?

         How do we make the UK the world's creative and cultural hub by turning talent into key skills and jobs?


         How can we achieve a more diverse sector with raised ambitions and informed career choices?

         How do we achieve qualifications that meet real employer needs and high quality industry intelligence?


         What are key factors that help drive necessary evolution of infrastructure for supporting creative practice?

         What mindsets and behaviour changes do we need to encourage in practitioners, organisations and funders?


         Where can we hope to be in ten years time?

How to Book:      


To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details   Click Here

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings. 

For further information about the Centre for Public Policy Seminars and other events, please visit our website www.cppseminars.org.uk

Further information:

 Any problems, please contact the Office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk
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		REGENWM PRIZES 2010
RETROSPECTIVE: PROJECTS OF THE DECADE



		Times may be tough but there is always space for celebrating quality.  It is therefore my pleasure to announce the launch of our 2010 Prizes: this year, in our changing times, we have chosen to run the prizes as a retrospective covering the best regeneration of the last decade.


We are therefore asking you and your colleagues to look through your current and past portfolios and nominate your proudest achievements.  The independent judging panels will be keen to see both the diversity and quality of your regeneration efforts. And if you know of another project that should enter, then forward this invite to them and also prompt them into action.


Entering and possibly winning will showcase your achievements and highlight your contribution to the sector’s successes.  We have a really broad range of categories to capture your activity so no-one need miss out on the opportunity to participate in this much needed celebration of our collective efforts.


This year's Prizes categories are:


· Outstanding place of the decade 


· Outstanding housing project of the decade 


· Rural regeneration initiative of the decade 


· Community engagement of the decade 


· Economic development project/programme of the decade 


· Regeneration team of the decade 


· Procurement in regeneration 


The closing date for all entries is Thursday 16 September 2010.  We will remind you again before then but do take this opportunity to raise the profile of your achievements.  I wish you every success with your entry.


Click here for further information (PDF)

Yours sincerely
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		You are subscribed as <rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk>. Click here to manage your email subscription preferences.
Click here or reply to this email with 'unsubscribe' in the subject to unsubscribe from this list or if you feel you have received this message in error.
This message was sent from RegenWM L4 Millennium Point Curzon Street Birmingham B4 7XG United Kingdom (GB). Click here to report email abuse.
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