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Issue 35
This Week’s messages




30 July 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· The Rural Voice of the West Midlands… Your Forum needs you

There is a lot of change at the moment that could present rural communities and organisations with opportunities and also raise concerns.

Some of these opportunities and issues could be raised at Ministerial meetings; others could be best addressed or taken forward by sharing locally across the West Midlands by using the Forum’s wider network and website.

Please see the two current opportunities for this within the WMRAF.  I look forward to receiving your contributions:
· Share your good practice case studies and lessons learnt

The WMRAF is seeking to capture and share the enormous amount of good practice from the rural West Midlands.  It is particularly looking for your examples around:

· Broadband

· Skills

· Affordable housing

· Environment and Climate Change

· Resilient Communities

If you have examples you can share, please go to our ‘Sharing’ page and complete and return the template provided to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
· Your Top Three Issues

The RAF Chairs are expecting the meet with the Minister for Rural Affairs in late September.  The RAF would like to be well prepared and make best use of this opportunity.

The Chair is therefore seeking your contribution.

· What are your top three concerns / issues?

· If your concerns remain unchanged from previous communication, are there any new steps you would like to see taken to address them?
Start the debate now. Please use the Forum Discussion facility or forward your emails to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 

· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image1.wmf]                              
Natural environment: an invitation to shape the nature of England
Protecting the environment and enhancing biodiversity is one of Defra’s top 3 priorities, as outlined in the Department’s Structural Reform Plan.  

A key commitment under this priority is the publication of a White Paper on the natural environment by spring 2011.

Today, 26 July 2010 Defra published its discussion paper “An invitation to shape the Nature of England” and invite all comments and submissions from anyone with an interest in the Natural Environment White Paper.

All comments should be received by 30 October 2010.

Details of the consultation can be found at 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/documents/newp-discussion-summary-260710.pdf
     Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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Keynote Conference “We lack a compelling view of the future of our countryside”

Wednesday 22nd September 2010, 9.15am – 4.00pm

    


Yarnfield Conference Centre, nr Stone, Staffordshire. Read more …
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Key Seminar on Effectively Reducing Health Inequalities -Wednesday 13 October 2010- Queen's Hotel, Leeds.  Read more…  
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Third National Care Farm Conference
“The NCFI was set up in 2005, inspired by a conference at Harper Adams University College that revealed the potential social and economic benefits to be gained from projects that allow people with physical and mental health problems to participate in normal farming activities…”

http://www.ncfi.org.uk/
http://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/press/article.cfm?ID=201059
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The Land Trust

“The Land Trust provides a cost effective management solution for open space and green infrastructure. This land can deliver significant community benefits, improving health, social cohesion, providing an educational resource and uplifting the local economy.

Our open spaces are a crucial part of the social landscape, delivering a range of significant benefits for residents and businesses. Safe and accessible open space allows communities to come together and individuals to develop and relax through physical activity and recreation. Well designed and maintained open spaces are outdoor classrooms, gyms and theatres. They change lifestyles and improve health and well-being, so we take them seriously.”

http://www.thelandtrust.org.uk/
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DEFRA Announces Changes to Arm’s Length Bodies

“Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman today announced reforms to more than 30 of Defra’s arm’s length bodies.

Defra has around 90 arm’s length bodies, many of which were set up in a time when our understanding of and engagement with environmental issues was less mainstream.  Most of the things that these bodies do are now part of what the Government does as a matter of course, others are now no longer necessary.”

http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/07/22/arms-length-bodies/http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/07/22/arms-length-bodies/
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Welcome to the Rural Housing Information Centre

“This website has been designed for practitioners, stakeholders and all those involved in planning for and enabling rural affordable housing.

Learning, networking and sharing good practice are the main activities within the Rural Housing Information Centre. The website also provides links to helpful sources of information, and is the forum for the Rural Housing Advisory Group.

The Rural Enabling Guide is your tool to target the good practice examples that can benefit your activities.  It allows you to search via 'themes' and 'issues' found within 'Good Practice' menu.”

http://www.ruralaffordablehousing.org.uk/home.html
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Climate Change Minister Sets Out Vision for Local Energy Economies

“Climate Change Minister Greg Barker is launching the first stage of the Government’s plans to help communities become more self-sufficient in the way they use heat and power.

Empowering communities to generate their own energy on a large and a small scale can not only bring in an income but also help save money on fuel bills and increase domestic energy security.”

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/news/pn10_079/pn10_079.aspx
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Budget Threat to Rural Bus Routes
“Rural bus routes are among those likely to be worst hit by a review of public transport funding, say campaigners.

A government review of the Bus Service Operators Grant could see a 10% increase in fares and many routes cut, claim pro-transport groups.

Britain’s local bus networks would face Beeching-style cuts if ministers withdraw direct national funding as part of their spending review…”
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       RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing- issue 36 - for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands. Read more…     
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Press release on Farmland birds statistics just published by Defra. Read more…
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Welcome to the first edition of “RDPE Network News”, designed to let you know what’s new in the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) and what’s happening across Europe. These will be issued every 2 months but also see the “Sharing Useful Information” section on how to keep up-to-date in between editions.  Read more…
Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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Keynote Conference


“We lack a compelling view of the future of our countryside”


Wednesday 22nd September 2010, 9.15am – 4.00pm


Yarnfield Conference Centre, nr Stone, Staffordshire


Dear All,


I am delighted to invite you to attend the forthcoming Staffordshire Rural Forum Keynote Conference entitled “We lack a compelling view of the future of our countryside”.


This event is very topical.  Local Enterprise Partnership discussions are ongoing, and this is an opportunity to debate some of the key issues facing rural Staffordshire, which can be fed in to future Partnership working and strategy development.  Furthermore the Government’s Land Use Futures team has tasked the Rural Forum to identify practical solutions which will lead to sustainable outcomes that cater for the future needs of rural communities. 


I would urge you to attend this important event, and also to forward this invitation to all relevant networks, colleagues and partners, including planners, developers, architects, chief officers and members, as well as partners operating across rural communities.


For further information please contact Debbie Nicholson at the Staffordshire Rural Hub office on 01785 255305 or debbie@staffordshireruralhub.org.  Please accept my apologies if you receive this email more than once.


Kind regards,


Hannah


Hannah Chadwick

 


Rural Regeneration Officer

Development Services


Staffordshire County Council


Riverway


Stafford


ST16 3TJ


 


Tel: 01785 277345


Fax: 01785 277727


Mobile: 07817 366687

 


Usual office days Monday - Wednesday
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Programme 


Booking Form


Direction 




Staffordshire County Council - An Award Winning Authority

See the awards we've won at: www.staffordshire.gov.uk/yourcouncil/mycc/ourawards/

For more information about the services the county council provides, click here: www.staffordshire.gov.uk/yourcouncil/atoz/Search.aspx 

Join the battle to bring the Staffordshire Hoard home at www.artfund.org/hoard 

_1341986022.doc
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STAFFORDSHIRE RURAL FORUM



Conference Series: Investing in our Rural Futures






Booking Form



“We lack a compelling view of the future of our countryside”



Wednesday 22nd September 2010, 9.15 – 4.00pm



Yarnfield Conference Centre, nr Stone, Staffordshire



£60 per delegate



Booking forms should be returned with payment by Friday 17th September 2010 to:



Staffordshire Rural Hub, County Showground, Stafford ST18 0BD



			Delegate details: (please complete a separate booking form for each delegate) 



Name: 


















			Organisation:

















			Job Title:

















			Address:

















			County:

















			Post code: 

















			Tel no:






Email:














			Special requirements: 



Access needs: 
















			Dietary needs:  



















			Market Place:


The market place will take place where delegates gather for refreshment breaks during the Conference. A space of approximately 1m2 including a table, and room for a pop up display board is available. Please indicate below if you would like stand space at £60.00 per stand (no extra charge for Forum members) 



(I would like stand space





			Payment: 


I enclose a cheque for £________ (payable to Staffordshire Rural Hub – please note we are not VATable) 



Invoice 


If you require an invoice please enter your purchase order number: ________________ 



Conditions of registration: 


To be formally registered Staffordshire Rural Hub must receive a completed and signed booking form with payment by 17th September 2010. Verbal cancellation cannot be accepted and no refund or credit can be made for bookings cancelled or for non-attendance at the event. 



I have read and understand the conditions of registration: 



Signed: 








Date: 
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STAFFORDSHIRE RURAL FORUM



Conference Series: Investing in our Rural Futures






Directions to the event


“We lack a compelling view of the future of our countryside”


Wednesday 22nd September 2010, 9.15 – 4.00pm



Yarnfield Park Training and Conference Centre, nr Stone, Staffordshire



With a superb central location in the heart of the Midlands, just off junctions 14 and 15 of the M6, and only minutes from mainline rail stations Yarnfield Park Training and Conference Centre near Stone is easily accessible.


For local directions please visit http://www.yarnfieldpark.com/contact_us.htm 



View map of ST15 0NL on Multimap.com
Get directions to or from ST15 0NL



Yarnfield Park Training & Conference Centre 
Yarnfield Lane 
Yarnfield 
Staffordshire 
ST15 0NL 
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STAFFORDSHIRE RURAL FORUM



Conference Series: Investing in our Rural Futures






Keynote Conference


“We lack a compelling view of the future of our countryside”


Wednesday 22nd September 2010, 9.15am – 4.00pm


Yarnfield Conference Centre, nr Stone, Staffordshire


What is the conference about?



To identify and challenge key issues facing Staffordshire in the context of the planning system; define the role of the Rural Forum; lead and support key actions to address those issues. We will be asking conference delegates to put forward case studies that we can take back to the government’s Land Use Futures Team. The report can be found at: www.foresight.gov.uk/OurWork/.../LandUse/lufoutputs.asp


Conference Programme


9:15
Arrivals and refreshments


9.45 Making the most of land in the 21st century; a planning system for the 21st Century. 


The Land Use Futures Report 2010:  LUF Report team – speaker to be confirmed


The systems and mechanisms that guide land use change in the future will need to reflect new priorities,



trends in patterns of use, and changing concepts of how land creates value. Land Use Futures, published


in February, was sponsored by Department for Environment, Food and The Rural Affairs (Defra) and


Communities and Local Government (CLG). It argues that government needs to overhaul the land use planning system; to make critical choices on the priorities for land use, how to accommodate more development while protecting landscapes. The effects of climate change and new pressures on land could escalate, seriously eroding the quality of rural life. Most new housing has been built within existing settlements or in small rural developments; more crop and grazing land has been turned over to woodland in the last 25 years than into housing.  The processes of governance, divided between various agents and strategies, sit alongside local authority planning mechanisms. They are complicated and have created uncertainty, not least for land managers. Will life be easier after the bonfire of the quangos?


The LUF team has challenged us all to join the debate for practical solutions.


10.45
Land Use Priorities - Critical Choices. The Rural Coalition Viewpoint


 
Trevor Cherrett - Expert Advisor, Commission for Rural Communities 



 
"For 50 years or more, policy has undervalued the countryside, failed to meet the needs of rural communities and therefore of the nation. Rural communities have slowly but relentlessly become less and less sustainable and less and less self-sufficient. On its current course, with no change of policy and no commitment to action, much of the countryside is becoming part dormitory, part theme park and part retirement home. Only if people in rural communities have ready access to local schools, local jobs, local shops and pubs and homes will they and their children thrive, and will the nation meet its environmental and economic needs."  The Rural Coalition comprises six national organisations representing councils, rural businesses, landowners, environmental campaigners, planners and rural communities: ACRE, CPRE, Country Land and Business Association (CLA), Local Government Association (LGA), Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI); and the Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA).   


11.15 Coffee and networking 


11.45  Opportunities in the Rural Area: Renewable Energy and Minerals 


 
Andrea Bruce – Partner, Knights LLP, Newcastle under Lyme



 
Rob Pattinson – Consultant, Knights LLP


 
The new carbon economy; including alternative energy generation – 


the role which the countryside can fulfil. 


             Mineral extraction: the challenges and issues facing Staffordshire. 


12.30  Summary and discussion



1.00
Lunch and market place 



2.00   
Sacred Cow or Sacrificial Lamb? Should the Green Belt Go?


  
Richard King, Strategic Director Democratic, Development and Legal 


Services Lichfield District Council



 
Is it true that green belt was formulated with a best intention, but its contemporary damaging effect is to create pressures that bring about a complete loss of urban open space and an increasing urban density? That the quality of urban life is diminished in protection of landscapes that may have no particular merit, are likely to have industrial histories in previous centuries, but can attract SLA designations; and so in many ways failing to support the communities that they surround.    How do we make things happen?


CASE STUDIES will include:  Whitemoor Lakes Centre, Alrewas; and National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas, both approved by Lichfield Council in the Green Belt.


2. 45
Embedding Design Quality – how much does design matter?   


 
Justin Stevenson, Associate, Balfours, Chartered Surveyors, Shrewsbury 



 
Karine Swanson, MRTPI, Head of Department, Balfours  


 
Is design more important than Green Belt? CABE in its survey this year of new housing, found only 17% of homes qualified as “good”. The rest were poor or average and Richard Simmons, CABE’s Chief Executive, described most new homes as “not very nice places to be”.   The speakers will look at –


 
(
New housing 


 
(
Redundant Buildings


 
(
The new Heritage legislation and its likely impact


 
CASE STUDY:  Sugnall Estate, Eccleshall.   


3.30 Panel and discussion


4.0 Depart 


Background information



Land Use Futures Report - the full report and abstracts can be found at:



www.foresight.gov.uk/OurWork/.../LandUse/lufoutputs.asp


Conference series information



It is our intention that the key issues and actions identified from this conference will be used to set a Rural Forum seminar and conference programme for 2011. The 2011 programme will include study visits/field days and seminars to examine those issues at a local level throughout the county.



Booking information



Ticket price: £60.00 inclusive. Staffordshire Rural Hub is not VATable.


Stands: £60.00 (No additional charge to Rural Forum members attending the conference)


Cheques payable to: Staffordshire Rural Hub   


A/D: Staffordshire Rural Hub, County Showground, Stafford, ST18 0BD.  


Applications accepted until Friday 17th September.



Enquiries: 


01785 255305 Debbie Nicholson (hub office); 



debbie@staffordshireruralhub.org


01785 277345 Hannah Chadwick (Staffordshire County Council);


hannah.chadwick@staffordshire.gov.uk


Staffordshire Rural Forum is indebted to Knights Solicitors and Balfours Chartered Surveyors for their sponsorship of this conference and participation in the day.



Knights Solicitors


Knights Real Estate Department deals in:



· asset management


· development


· environment


· minerals & waste


· residential


· social housing


Knights lawyers also deal in tax, trusts, corporate and commercial law;  employment law; construction; planning; farming and rural; landed estates; leisure, entertainment and sport. 


http://www.knightsllp.co.uk/ourServices.asp


Balfours Chartered Surveyors 


Balfours Chartered Surveyors are Midlands based Property Professionals, Balfours has maintained steady and consistent growth.  The firm has merged recently with Herefordshire based surveyors Berringtons, increasing the depth of knowledge and experience within the company through the West Midlands.  Areas of expertise include:


· Commercial property



· Building Design and Project Management



· Planning and Development



· Farm Business Development and Diversification



· Valuations and insurance



· Environmental Assessment and Consultancy



  



http://www.balfours.co.uk
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         NEWS 


RELEASE 
     Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3JR 


         Tel: 020 7238 1128/1133/1134 Out of hours: 020 7270 8960  


                                           Fax: 020 7238 5529 


 


 


 


 


STATISTICAL RELEASE               


 


 


29 July 2010 
 


WILD BIRD POPULATIONS: FARMLAND BIRDS IN ENGLAND 2009 


 


Key results  
 


 The unsmoothed farmland bird population index for England, covering 19 


species, decreased by 5 per cent between 2008 and 2009. The index is 
now at its lowest recorded value, at 53 per cent lower than its 1966 
starting value. 


 The smoothed farmland bird index for England decreased by 3 per cent 
between 2008 and 2009, and the smoothed index is similarly at its lowest 
recorded value, at 53 per cent lower than its 1966 starting value. 


 Twelve species (almost two-thirds of those included in the index) declined 
between 2008 and 2009 - Kestrel, Lapwing, Grey Partridge, Skylark, 
Starling, Greenfinch, Tree Sparrow, Yellow Wagtail, Linnet, Wood Pigeon, 
Corn Bunting and Rook. This decline was significant for the first six 
species listed. For many species, the decline between 2008 and 2009 is a 
continuation of downward trends evident over at least the last four or five 
years. 


 Seven species increased between 2008 and 2009 – Goldfinch, Jackdaw, 
Reed Bunting, Stock Dove, Turtle Dove, Whitethroat and Yellowhammer.  
Most of these, for example Goldfinch and Jackdaw, have shown long-term 
upward trends.   
 


Bird populations are considered to be a good indicator of the broad state of 
wildlife because birds occupy a wide range of habitats, they tend to be near or 
at the top of food chains and there is considerable long-term data on changes 
in bird populations which helps with the interpretation of shorter term 
fluctuations. 
 
Indicators of wild bird populations are published on a yearly basis to show 
changes in the breeding and wintering populations of common bird species.  
A full statistical release including indices for farmland birds, woodland birds, 
water and wetland birds, seabirds and wintering water birds in England and 
the UK will be published in October 2010.  Figures for farmland birds in 
England have been produced earlier this year to meet user needs.   
 







The indicators presented in this statistical release use both 
unsmoothed indices and smoothed trends, both of which are relative to 1966 
levels. The unsmoothed index represents the ‘raw’ data-series, whereas the 
method of smoothing, using a well-established statistical methodology, 
produces an underlying trend by reducing the short-term peaks and troughs 
resulting from weather and sampling variations. 


 


Results  


 


Figure 1:  Populations of farmland birds in England, 1966 to 2009 


(smoothed index) 
 


 
 
 
Figure 1 shows the smoothed farmland bird index for England (19 species), 
which is now 53 per cent below the 1966 starting level, its lowest recorded 
value. The index fluctuated, with no overall trend for the first ten years 
followed by a steep decline between 1976 and the late 1980s. The index has 
since declined at a slower rate, apart from a period of stability between 1999 
and 2003. 
 
The smoothed index decreased by 3 per cent between 2008 and 2009. 
However, it is important to note that the smoothing process used for 
estimating population trends may affect changes at the end of a time series, 
as these end values do not receive the dampening effect of data in 
subsequent years. It is not uncommon to see such results smoothed (and 
thus become exaggerated or conversely less extreme) in subsequent 
revisions. 
 
The explanation for the decrease in farmland bird index, particularly this year, 
cannot be attributed to a single species or even a group of species. Twelve 
species (almost two-thirds of those included in the index) declined between 
2008 and 2009, and this decline was statistically significant for the first six 
species listed. The 12 declining species are Kestrel, Lapwing, Grey Partridge, 
Skylark, Starling, Greenfinch, Tree Sparrow, Yellow Wagtail, Linnet, Wood 
Pigeon, Corn Bunting and Rook. With the exception of Kestrel, Wood Pigeon, 







Greenfinch and Rook, populations of the declining species remain at much 
lower levels than in 1966 as a result of earlier declines. Seven species 
increased between 2008 and 2009 but this was only significant for two of 
these species, Whitethroat and Goldfinch. Most of these seven species have 
shown long-term increases, such as Goldfinch and Jackdaw. Yellowhammer 
and Stock Dove increased slightly between 2008 and 2009 after a long and 
short period of decline respectively. Reed Bunting is continuing to recover 
from a long-term decline (although remaining at a low level). Of the long-
distance migrants, Yellow Wagtail continued their long-term decline, whereas 
Whitethroat continues to show signs of increase. Turtle Dove showed a small 
increase between 2008 and 2009, although this increase was not significant, 
and the overall trend for this migrant is one of long-term decline. 
 


Figure 2: Annual change in the farmland bird indicator for England, 1966 


to 2009 


 
Note: The vertical ‘error’ bars show the lower and upper 95 per cent confidence limits.   


 
 
Figure 2 shows the year-on-year changes in the smoothed England farmland 
bird index with associated 95 per cent confidence intervals. Values above 1 
represent an increase since the previous year; values below 1 represent a 
decrease. 
 
 







Figure 3:  Populations of farmland birds in England, 1966 to 2009 


(unsmoothed index) 


 
The unsmoothed breeding farmland bird index for England (19 species) was 
53 per cent lower in 2009 than its 1966 level. Following a period of relative 
stability between 2000 and 2006, the index decreased by seven per cent 
between 2006 and 2007 and then increased by three per cent between 2007 
and 2008.  The unsmoothed index decreased again, by 5 per cent, between 
2008 and 2009. 


 


Notes to Editors  
1. The indices have been compiled in conjunction with the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB), and the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) based on the 
England population indices for 19 species. For 18 species, trends are modelled using 
data from the Common Birds Census (which ran from 1966 to 2000) and the 
Breeding Bird Survey (which has run from 1994 to the present). The trend for Rook 
is based on periodic Rook censuses between 1970 and 1996, and the Breeding Bird 
Survey thereafter. 
2. Breeding Bird Survey data were provided by a Partnership jointly funded by the 
BTO, RSPB and JNCC (on behalf of CCW, NE, CNCC and SNH), with fieldwork 
conducted by BTO members and other volunteers. 
3. The farmland bird population index for England is used as an indicator to monitor 
progress in the England Biodiversity Strategy (EBS). 
4. A statistical release covering bird population indices for the UK and for England for 
farmland, woodland, water and wetland, seabird and wintering water birds will be 
published  in October 2010. 
5.  For further information visit: www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/environment/  
  


A National Statistics publication 


 


National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out 


in the National Statistics Code of Practice.  They undergo regular quality 


assurance reviews to ensure they meet customer needs. 


 


 


End 



http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/environment/





Table 1:  Populations of farmland birds in England: 1966 – 2009  
Note: the index is set at 100 for 1966 and the subsequent figures give the relative size of the 
counts. 
 
 


  


All farmland species (19) 


smoothed  


All farmland species (19) 


unsmoothed  


1966 100 100 
1967 102 102 
1968 104 112 
1969 103 100 
1970 101   98 
1971 100 102 
1972 100 102 
1973 100   99 
1974 101 100 
1975 103 104 
1976 105 108 
1977 104 110 
1978 102 102 
1979   98   96 
1980   93   95 
1981   88   90 
1982   83   80 
1983   79   79 
1984   75   79 
1985   71   72 
1986   68   66 
1987   65   63 
1988   64   63 
1989   63   65 
1990   63   67 
1991   61   62 
1992   59   58 
1993   56   53 
1994   55   55 
1995   55   57 
1996   54   56 
1997   53   54 
1998   52   50 
1999   52   52 
2000   52   53 
2001   52   53 
2002   52   53 
2003   52   53 
2004   52   53 
2005   52   52 
2006   51   52 
2007   50   48 
2008   48   50 


2009   47   47 
 
 


 
Source: Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, British Trust for Ornithology, Defra 


 
Notes:    A list of species included in the indicator is given in Appendix 1. 
 
 


 
 







Appendix 1:  Species included in the farmland bird indicator  
 


 


Declined between 2008 and 2009 


Increased between 2008 and 


2009 


 
Corn Bunting 
Greenfinch 
Grey Partridge 
Kestrel 
Lapwing 
Linnet 
Rook 
Skylark 
Starling 
Tree Sparrow 
Woodpigeon 
Yellow Wagtail 


 
Jackdaw 
Goldfinch 
Reed Bunting 
Stock Dove 
Turtle Dove 
Whitethroat 
Yellowhammer 


 


 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 
 
 






_1341989400.doc
		RDPE Network News


Welcome to your first edition of “RDPE Network News”, designed to let you know what’s new in the Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) and what’s happening across Europe. We’ll be sending these out every 2 months but see the “Sharing Useful Information” section on how to keep up-to-date in between editions.







		RDPE News


What do you know about the RDPE Network? Do you want to find out more? 


Despite recent announcements it’s business as usual for the RDPE Network for now.


RDPE funding is being used to support rural broadband projects in the East and West Midlands.

Read about the incidental socio-economic benefits of Environmental Stewardship. A report by the Countryside Research Institute (CCRI) has more.


We are working with the National Care Farming Initiative (NCFI) to explore and share how care farming has been supported through RDPE.

EU Update


Following a public debate on the CAP Post 2013 the EU held a conference earlier this month to discuss some of the preliminary findings.


The European Network for Rural Development (EN RD) has set up 4 Thematic Working Groups. These are focusing on Rural Development Programme priorities including economic diversification.


The EN RD is supporting the 3 new European wide Leader Focus Groups. The groups are looking at innovation, the bottom up approach and transnational cooperation.


The EN RD has released its latest newsletter Rur@l News. This edition includes updates on the CAP debate conference, EN RD activities and young farmers in RDPs.


Evaluation


The national Mid-Term Evaluation of the RDPE has started. View the update on progress so far and how you might be able to help.


One NorthEast is working closely with evaluation advisers GENECON on a regional Mid-Term Evaluation of the RDPE.


Defra’s Impact of Leader assessment is also underway. View the presentation and update that was shared at a recent networking event we held.



		

		Face-2-Face


Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Business Support. This workshop will take place in Lincoln on Thursday 28 October 2010. More details will follow soon.


Integration in Rural Development Programmes – come and find out more at our workshop at the ECOVAST International Conference.


RDPE: Taking Stock and sharing knowledge – take a look at the key messages and actions coming out of this event.


Sharing Useful Information


There are now over 400 projects on our database. Take a look at the range of activities the RDPE can support. We’ve even added a step-by-step guide to help you add your own!


Do you know what funding is available in your area? Visit our funding sources page to find out more.


Keep up-to-date with the Network via our RSS feeds and our updates on Twitter. Subscribe at the top of our homepage.


Discussion Forums


Do you want to talk about the RDPE, ask questions and share ideas? Use our discussion forums to have your say. The latest post is about “Making the BIG Society a practical reality”.


Our handy guide on how to use the forums will help you get started.



		




		If you would like to contribute information to “RDPE Network News” or have ideas and feedback on its development we’d like to hear from you. E-mail rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk, call 01242 534054 or send a tweet via @RDPENetwork.


Best Regards


James


James Elliott 
RDPE Network Information Officer
01242 534054


www.rdpenetwork.org.uk 
www.uknationalruralnetwork.org.uk 
Follow us on Twitter
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KEY SEMINAR ON EFFECTIVELY REDUCING

 


HEALTH  INEQUALITIES  

  


       INNOVATIVE APPROACHES OF NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT;      TAKING FORWARD MARMOT; 

       RECOGNISING EXCELLENT PRACTICE;  ADDRESSING GAPS, REALISING CHALLENGES; 

       IMPROVING ACCESS TO PREVENTATIVE CARE IN DISADVANTAGED AREAS;

       TAKING MORE TARGETED ACTION;       DELIVERING A HEALTH PREMIUM GUARANTEE;

 Wednesday 13 October 2010 - Queen's Hotel, Leeds    

 Contributors include:     

        Ailsa Claire,  Chief Executive, Barnsley PCT

         Phil Garrigan,  Area Manager, Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service

         Dr Sian Snelling,  Acting Medical Director, Alder Hey Children's Foundation Trust

         Priscilla Nkwenti,  Chief Executive, Black Health Agency, Manchester

         Dr Nat Wright,  Clinical Director, Leeds Cluster of Prisons

         Professor David Morris,  Director, Inclusion Institute

 


Invited:                          

 


         Senior Representative : Department of Health

                                                    Commission on Social Determinants of Health

                                                    Local Government Authority

                                                    Academe

Issues covered:

· [image: image1]What is the approach to health inequalities of the new Coalition Government

· [image: image2]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3]How will the Marmot Review be taken forward?

· [image: image4]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5]What can we learn from the evidence for underpinning future policy and action?

· [image: image6]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image7]How should we recognise excellence in provision and learn across disciplines and boundaries?

· [image: image8]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image9]How will the proposed new Health Premium directly tackle disadvantage and reduce inequalities?

· [image: image10]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image11]How can we give greater access to preventative healthcare in disadvantaged areas?

· [image: image12]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image13]How do we give local communities greater control over public health budgets?

· [image: image14]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image15]What form should incentives to GPs take to impact on inequalities?

· [image: image16]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image17]What can we learn from international evidence of successful action? 

· [image: image18]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image19]How do we respond to the WHO's work on persisting and widening inequities? 

· [image: image20]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image21]How do we harness innovative techniques to help people take greater responsibility for their health?

· [image: image22]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image23]What can we learn from the work of the external reference group on delivery and timescales for change?

· [image: image24]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image25]How will the main public sector players move forward - government, local government and the NHS?

· [image: image26]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image27]How can we effectively improve the health of the working age population?

· [image: image28]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image29]How can we tackle the impact of the built environment, housing and communities on health inequalities?

· [image: image30]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image31]How should we address distinct needs across ethnic groups that create health inequalities?

· [image: image32]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image33]How can one tackle health impacts of family poverty, alienation, non-engagement and low achievement?

· [image: image34]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image35]How do we end discrimination and promote equality for groups with particular needs?

· [image: image36]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image37]What should be the approaches for children, ethnic minorities and those with offending behaviour?

· [image: image38]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.gif@01CB2D85.7E9ED5B0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image39]Where can we hope to be in ten years time?

  


Please Note:

 


Any problems, please contact our office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk. 

 


How to Book: 

 To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details   Click Here  

 There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings.
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Sustaining Influence and Change


Issue 36: 26th July 2010

		Email: katherineg@rawm.co.uk 
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer


CONTENTS


General

Funding & Resources 


Personal and Organisational Development

Consultations

General 


		TAKING STOCK 



		The West Midlands region



		There have been major changes to the governance structures in the West Midlands region since the general election.


On 22nd June, the West Midlands Leaders Board voted to downsize its organisational structure, but to continue working together across the region, as well as developing sub-regional clusters.  


Read more online >>

More recently, the Board has changed its name to West Midlands Councils.


On 5th July, Communities Secretary Eric Pickles formally revoked the regional integrated strategies


Read more online >>

A ministerial statement on the abolition of the government offices was issued on 22nd July


Read more online >>

West Midlands and the Social Agenda 


Download notes and presentations from the OPEN event >> held on 7 July 2010. 






		National 



		Each government department has issued a draft structural reform plan.  The Cabinet Office issued their plan in June, which contains the timetable for creating the Big Society.


Download timetable (pdf) >>

More specific detail about localism and the Big Society are contained in the CLG plan.


Download detailed information (pdf) >>

On the 19th July, the Prime Minister launched the Big Society Bank and four ‘Vanguard’ areas where Big Society is to be piloted.


Read more online >>

Click on the link for a transcript of the PM’s speech.


Read more online >>

The Big Society Network was launched on 13th July 2010.


Download press release (pdf) >>

The Citizenship Survey 2009-March 2010 was released on 22nd July.  The percentage of people feeling able to influence local decision making and volunteering has dropped; other indicators have remained static or have not changed significantly.   


Read more online >>

At the first Big Society Practitioners round table held by CLG, representatives from local community groups laid out the barriers stopping people realising their full potential.


Read more online >>

Notwithstanding the results of the Citizenship Survey and the messages from the round table, CLG have issued a press release stating that people are ready for the Big Society. 


Read more online >>

Eric Pickles has been appointed co-Chair of the Ministerial Big Society Group.  The appointment was been made after localism was added to the group’s remit.  


Read more online >>







		Compact 



		Key issues

		Compact Voice has launched a ‘Priority Areas’ programme. 


Read more online >>

 



		Action points and key dates

		Closing date for applications is Friday 13th August. 



		

		The Ministerial Big Society Group has stated its commitment to the Compact. 


Read more online >>

VCOs should bear in mind that the Compact does not guarantee funding; it sets out principles in a number of areas, including 12 weeks notice of withdrawal of funding.  


Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office, has written to local authorities, alerting them to the dangers of cutting funding to voluntary organisations, but has refused to ring fence funding for the sector.  


Read more online >>







		VOLUNTEER MATTERS 



		Volunteer Rights Enquiry



		Action points and key dates

		Volunteering England has published an interim report; you can download and submit a response form to the ongoing enquiry from their website. 


More information online >>

A stakeholder event is being held at NCVO on Thursday 29th July 2010. 


The information on the website implies that the consultation will close in September. 






		National Citizen Service 



		Key issues

		The Cabinet Office has issued an invitation to bid to run a pilot for the National Citizen Service, a programme designed to encourage 16 year olds to take part in community work in Summer 2011.  Read more online >>





		Action points and key dates

		View outline of commissioning process >>







		Rural Communities and Financial Inclusion 



		The Commission for Rural Communities has published a report on financial inclusion in rural communities.  Download report (pdf) >>
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Funding & Resources 


		Communitybuilders 



		Following a temporary halt while a review was conducted, Communitybuilders has re-opened.  Read more online >>







		Big Society Bank will be a wholesaler



		Key issues

		Nick Hurd, Civil Society Minister, has stated that the Big Society Bank will be a wholesale bank.  Read more online >>





		Implications for organisations

		The Big Society bank will be financed by assets seized from dormant bank and building society accounts.  The Government intends to use the funds to capitalise VCOs delivering public services.   As a wholesale bank, small and medium sized VCOs will not be able to approach the Big Society Bank direct.  However, large national charities whose turnover puts them in a position to bid for DWP (Department for Work and Pensions) and MoJ (Ministry of Justice) contracts as a prime contractor may be able to make direct applications for loan finance.  








		Cohesive Communities 



		The Young Foundation and IDeA have jointly published a report on the benefits of effective partnership working between local government and the VCS.  Read more online >>
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Personal and Organisational Development


		Mergers 



		The Institute for Voluntary Action Research (IVAR) has produced a briefing which sets out critical factors for merging, based on lessons learned from four case studies.  Download briefing (pdf) >>.








		Ethnic minorities in Britain 



		Key issues

		Leeds University has published a report projecting population trends up to 2051.  Download report (pdf) >>





		Implications for organisations

		Although this is a very academic report, the data may be useful in long term service planning as well as developing equality and diversity policies.
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 Consultations


		DWP - Work Programme 



		Key issues

		DWP is seeking to capture comments to help them develop the new single Work Programme.  Read more online >>.






		Action points and key dates

		There are two consultation topics 


· Capital Raising and Payment Models - closes Friday 30th July

· Efficiencies. Customers and Implementation - open 2nd - 13th August 








		DCMS - apportionment of National Lottery shares 



		Key issues

		DCMS proposes to cut the amount of National Lottery funds to ‘good causes’ to 40%, while increasing the share to sports, arts and heritage to 60%.  Read more online >>.






		Action points and key dates

		The consultation ends on Saturday 21st August 2010. 





		Third sector skills strategy



		Key issues

		Skills Third Sector is running a consultation exercise on the skills needs of the voluntary and community sector.  A regional consultation event was held on 13th July, but you can also submit an online form.  


Consultation webpage >>.






		Action points and key dates

		The consultation closes in September.





		Cutting Third Sector regulation



		Key issues

		The Government’s dialogue on cutting regulations affecting the sector is still open.  Read more online >>.






		Implications for organisations

		The Government obviously does not guarantee to act on every idea; however, given the expectations placed on the sector to play a substantial role in the Big Society, it is important that VCOs use every opportunity to influence Government thinking.






		Action points and key dates

		No deadline is stated; however, we would encourage you to submit your ideas as soon as possible as the dialogue could end at any time. 
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RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.
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		Tel: 0121 359 9114

		Email: Katherine Gordon
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		More about RAWM and RAWM membership >>

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		





		Unsubscribe:

		If you no longer wish to receive this e-briefing, please click here to unsubscribe >>.  Alternatively, you can contact Matthew Bullock (Assistant Policy Officer) by telephone 0121 359 9110.



		Subscribe:

		If you have received this briefing from a third party and would like to subscribe to it please click here >> and ensure you include your name, organisation and contact details.
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		RAWM
Waterlinks House
Richard Street
Birmingham 
B7 4AA 
Switch: 0121 359 9100
Fax: 0121 359 9101
rawm@rawm.co.uk





		RAWM is a registered charity no. 1083908 and a company limited by guarantee registered in England no. 3934208. 

RAWM is funded by several organisations including Advantage West Midlands, Capacitybuilders, Government Office West Midlands, and The Big Lottery.
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