[image: image20.wmf] 


Issue 34
This Week’s messages




22 July 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Share your good practice case studies and lessons learnt

The WMRAF is seeking to capture and share the enormous amount of good practice from the rural West Midlands.  It is particularly looking for your examples around:

· Broadband

· Skills

· Affordable housing

· Environment and Climate Change

· Resilient Communities

If you have examples you can share, please go to our ‘Sharing’ page and complete and return the template provided to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
· You may be interested to read the recent CLG press notice regarding the future of Government Offices in the regions

· Your Top Three Issues
The RAF Chairs are expecting the meet with the Minister for Rural Affairs in late September.  The RAF would like to be well prepared and make best use of this opportunity.

The Chair is therefore seeking your contribution.

· What are your top three concerns / issues?

· If your concerns remain unchanged from previous communication, are there any new steps you would like to see taken to address them?
Start the debate now. Please use the Forum Discussion facility or forward your emails to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image1.wmf]                              At the industry day on 15 July, Broadband Delivery UK announced a Theoretical Exercise based on three pilot areas in the UK, to understand both the cost effectiveness of different standard and super-fast broadband solutions to achieve universal broadband service coverage (the USC), and also the capacity and willingness of broadband suppliers to increasing broadband availability to areas that are economically more challenging. The link to the BDUK web pages with relevant documents from the industry day is below. The theoretical exercise documentation can be accessed through a tab on the left hand side of the page

http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/business-sectors/telecommunications/broadband/bduk/industry-day

BIS also published a discussion paper examining the benefits and problems associated with sharing non-telecommunications utilities infrastructure, as a means of facilitating the deployment of broadband networks and have invited feedback from Industry. It can be accessed here:

http://www.bis.gov.uk/Consultations/broadband-deployment-and-sharing-other-utilities-infrastructure?cat=open
[image: image2.wmf]
Guidance to protect community groups from surface water drainage charges


Defra have today launched a consultation on new guidance to water companies on concessionary surface water drainage charges.

Surface water drainage (SWD) charges are the charges that water and sewerage companies levy for the removal and treatment of rains that falls on roofs and car parks etc and drains into public sewers. Historically these have been decided according to the rateable value of the property. The potential switch to site area charging for SWD for non-household companies by some companies has meant that charges were levied according to the impermeable site area of each individual premises.  

The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 (Clause 43) enables water and sewerage companies to operate concessionary schemes for community groups for SWD charges. This means that the Secretary of State can issue guidance to companies that are based wholly or mainly in England on the need for and the design of concessionary schemes. Companies are required to have regard to this guidance and Ofwat will ensure that this is the case.   Details of the consultation on: http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/surface-charges/index.htm
     Back to the top
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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[image: image4.emf]\\ WMBIRM_POOLAREA_SERVER\POOLAREA\USD\01-place\900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100707-Email-KEY_SEMINAR_ DEVOLVING POWERS FROM THE CENTRE.doc

 Key Seminar on “How best can we deliver regional economic growth in a period of deficit reduction?” 15th September, 2010, Queens Hotel, Leeds  
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Please see the new Losehill Courses Brochure 2010 - 11.  These are the courses that are on offer for people working in the countryside, environment or green-space sectors and cover everything from developing your business and management skills or enhancing your interpretation practice though to increasing your knowledge of relevant legislation. Read more…
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      Cross-border Strategic Forum POSTPONEMENT 

This is to inform you that this year's Wales – West Midlands Cross-border Strategic Forum that was due to take place on 16th September at Ludlow Racecourse has been postponed. 

Regrettably, at this point in time, none of the regional agencies on the English side are currently in a position to commit to continuing investment of time, resource or engagement with cross-border colleagues in the way we are used to.  Therefore it has been agreed that the proposed event in September should be postponed.   Meanwhile, discussions on developing a succession for the West Midlands in respect of the Cross Border Memorandum of Understanding will commence.

   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Please see how to make business sense of climate change, the latest issue of Energy & Environmental Management. Read More…
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[image: image9.emf]\\ Wmbirm_poolarea_server\poolarea\USD\01-place\900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100705-Email-May-June _stourbridge_Hub News.pdf

 The Latest update from the Stourbridge Hub – read more…  

[image: image10.wmf]    
A Task Force on Farm Regulations has been formed for details of the members and terms of reference see the Defra website http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/07/09/farm-review/
The task force will be looking for ways to reduce the bureaucracy associated with the farming and food industry.
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Access to Nature Programme Funds 29 New Projects in England’s Towns & Cities. Thanks to £5.8m of new grants from the Access to Nature programme, thousands of people in towns and cities all over England will have the chance to improve green spaces in their area and get closer to nature on their doorsteps. The 29 new projects will work at the heart of communities to provide a host of volunteering opportunities, conservation training, events and group activities, as well as the improvement of often under-used and derelict land in our inner cities.

Access to Nature is funded through the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces programme and is run by Natural England, leading a consortium of 11 other organisations who have helped shape and develop the programme. 

Peter Wanless, Chief Executive of the Big Lottery Fund, said: “These projects will help thousands of people across the country, particularly those in our towns and cities, to get outside and enjoy nature and the environment around them. They are great examples of what the Big Lottery Fund’s Changing Spaces funding programme is all about and we’re very pleased to be able to support them.”

Examples of some of the projects funded by the programme can be found on Access to Nature pages.
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[image: image13.emf]G:\01-place\ 900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100709-Email-RAWM_Policy_ebrief-issue35.doc

  RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing- issue 35 - for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands. Read more…     
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Read the latest News from Farming Futures, July 2010.  Read more… 
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Changes to the Food Standards Agency - The Government has today announced its intention to retain the Food Standards Agency (FSA) with a renewed focus on food safety.

The Department of Health will become responsible for nutrition policy in England, and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs will become responsible for country of origin labelling and various other types of food labelling not related to food safety, and food composition policies in England.

A copy of the Written Prime Ministerial Statement and the press release from the Department of Health can be found via the links below.

Lord Rooker, Chair of the FSA, said: 'Food safety and hygiene have always been at the heart of what the Agency does. They are our top priorities in protecting the interests of consumers.'
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Stuart Burgess Launches ‘Affordable Housing – Keeping Villages Alive’
“The Commission for Rural Communities has been very pleased to be able to work with the NHF, CPRE, the Countryside Alliance, and ACRE in producing a new report.  Dr. Stuart Burgess, today, has launched “Affordable Housing – keeping villages alive.”  Over the last year the NHF has been working on raising the profile of affordable rural housing as a means to creating more vibrant and sustainable rural communities. Speaking today at the Affordable Rural Housing Project Review conference at the Botanical Gardens in Birmingham, Dr Burgess said: “I have been very pleased to be able to work with the NHF and I am delighted to be able to launch today – on their behalf – this new report Affordable Housing – keeping villages alive.  Over the last year their work on raising the profile of affordable rural housing and housing associations has added new dynamism and urgency into this most critical of rural issues. The report is just one example of where key stakeholders have come together to bring forward our shared ideas and values.  A consensus view is emerging around how to bring forward more positive approaches to delivering more affordable housing as well as enhancing the character of our towns and villages”.

http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/2010/07/13/affordable-housing/ 
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Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
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You will be aware that AWM have been undertaking a Rural Broadband Infrastructure Study in recent months. The work is now complete providing West Midlands with a comprehensive evidence base using industry data, interrogated to the smallest unit possible, and survey work.

I know you will be interested in the work which is available on our website. Some of the key issues that have come out are:

· The industry data does not reflect the consumers experience.  There are many factors affecting the ability to consume at the premise, many related to internal issues such as IT equipment, poor internal wiring or wireless systems.

· Supply is not homogenous with data showing areas with good broadband provision next door to low provision.

· There is a lack of competition in rural areas.

· Broadband packages on offer in rural areas don’t provide the same service as urban.  For example, buying a 2Mbps package only guarantees download speeds (urban or rural).  Upload speeds can be as poor as the old dial-up systems in rural areas, not the experience of urban areas.

AWM has already used the evidence here to inform the development of the RDPE broadband pilot. We are happy to discuss the work with partners to make best use of the knowledge and evidence captured here and, to this end, the report includes Shire maps.  

http://www.advantagewm.co.uk/site-tools/download.aspx?id=tcm:9-31800&file=/Images/FINAL%20Report%20RBI%20West%20Midlands%2009%2007%2010%20PDF_tcm9-31800.pdf&title=West%20Midlands%20Rural%20Broadband%20Infrastructure%20Study%20(%202010%20)
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Please see the latest from Live & Local, which is a network of volunteers across Warwickshire, Staffordshire and Derbyshire who choose and promote professional performances for their local community venue
Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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KEY SEMINAR ON A KEY ASPECT OF POLICY BY THE NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT ON DEVOLVING POWERS FROM THE CENTRE:

 


HOW BEST CAN WE DELIVER REGIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH IN A PERIOD OF


DEFICIT REDUCTION? 

 

       REBALANCING THE ECONOMY; PROMOTING GROWTH OUTSIDE LONDON AND THE SOUTHEAST


       TAKING AN INCENTIVE – LED APPROACH AND SUPPORTING WHAT WORKS


       MINIMISING NORTH – SOUTH DIFFERENCES


       OVERCOMING LOSS OF LARGE PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYMENT 


       ENCOURAGING EFFECTIVE INNOVATION, CREATIVITY, ENTERPRISE AND OPPORTUNITY


Wednesday 15th September, 2010, Queens Hotel, Leeds  

Contributors include

  


     Minister of State for Business and Enterprise, BIS (invited)

     Andrew Carter, Director of Research and Policy, Centre for Cities   


     Professor Steve Fothergill, Sheffield Hallam University


     Anna Whyatt, Creative Futures Director, ERA  

     Cllr Peter Box, Leader, City of Wakefield Council 


     Kate Welch, Chief Executive,  Acumen Community Enterprise Development Trust  

     Invited:-

     Senior Representative, EEF


     Senior Representative, Work Foundation

     Senior Representative, NESTA

     Senior Representative, One NorthEast 

     Senior Representative, Birmingham City Region

     Senior Representative, Yorkshire Universities                                                                    

Issues covered

 


         How should we refine growth policy at a time of constrained public expenditure?


         How do we avoid a north / south divide and disproportionate impact on already deprived areas?


         How can we deliver a progressive, incentive – led approach, supporting what works?  


         How might the public, private and third sectors best perform?


         How do we meet the challenges, opportunities and pit falls?


         How can we create private sector jobs in all regions to balance the shrinking of the public sector?


         How can we deliver a new geography of opportunity?


         How can we develop the role of manufacturing throughout the UK with stronger domestic and export markets?


         How can we avoid poor economic headwinds stultifying sustained manufacturing recovery?


         How can we grow the role of the knowledge economy, making all our cities and regions successful and sustainable?


         How can social enterprise make a substantial impact on delivering economic growth in troubled times?


         In rebalancing the economy, what is realistic, what is desirable?

         How best can we make the UK a place where enterprise and innovation are made easier and can succeed?


         What should be the future of RDAs; how can “necessary and appreciated” RDAs have maximum impact on sustaining growth?


         Why and how should city regions and local enterprise partnerships replace RDAs to achieve and sustain economic growth?


         How should local enterprise partnerships and economic prosperity boards work?


         How should and must higher education help drive regional economies with transformational change?


         Where can we hope to be in ten years time?

 

How to Book

To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details   Click Here

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings.
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer


CONTENTS


General

Funding & Resources 


 

General 


		Big Society



		Key issues

		DCLG has published its draft structural reform plan - ‘a new action plan for the radical shift of power from Whitehall to local councils and communities that will make the Big Society part of every day life’

Download document(pdf)>>

A new cross-Departmental Big Society committee will meet for the first time in a few weeks.  The meeting will be chaired by Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office.  


Read more online>>

Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, has acknowledged that the scale of public sector cuts jeopardizes the Big Society agenda.


Read more online>>

History & Policy were invited to meet the Government to provide a historical overview of the development of the Big Society.


Read more online>>

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation have produced a short briefing on the history of community and mutual ownership.


Download document (pdf)>>







		Change the Law



		Key issues

		The Government has launched a public consultation on ‘restoring and defending your freedom’, with suggestions invited in the following topics: 


· restoring civil liberties

· repealing unnecessary laws

· cutting business and third sector regulations

Read more online>>





		Action points and key dates

		The Government has not set a deadline, but will monitor the responses they receive.   





		PUBLIC SERVICE REFORM 



		Welfare benefits 



		Key issues

		On 1st July, Chris Grayling, DWP Minister for Employment, delivered a speech on reforming the welfare benefit system for those on unemployment and incapacity benefits.


Read more online>>

During his speech, Mr Grayling launched the DWP Framework Agreement for the Provision of Employment-related Support Services.


Download document(pdf)>>

DWP plan to divide the contract up into 11 regional Lots with 3 - 8 organisations being involved in each Lot.  The global value of the contract will be £0.3 - 3bn per year; with individual contracts worth £10 - 30m.  


􀂊 Organisations must have the ability and capacity to manage large and diverse supply chains; 


􀂊 Organisations must be willing and able to take on greater capital and supplier management risk; 


􀂊 Volumes will not be guaranteed; 


􀂊 Organisations must be able to support all claimant groups who are or may be capable of working; 


􀂊 Organisations will be encouraged to provide innovative/black box solutions for all services that they are invited to deliver under this framework; 


   


􀂊 The funding model may be output related and may include differential payments dependent upon claimant group. It may include the use of benefit savings in the risk/reward model; 


􀂊 There is potential for transfers of staff with TUPE protection; 


􀂊 Organisations may be required to provide some services within part of an area within a Lot.






		Implications for organisations

		The scale of the Framework will effectively prevent small voluntary organisations and grassroots groups from bidding for any of the 11 prime contracts.  Many local VCOs currently lack the capacity and skills to work in consortia, even at local level, and that is the only realistic means of entering this market for the vast majority of VCS/third sector providers.  Bridging the gap between policy and practice will be huge task for the Government which has stated its intention of paying by results only.  


However, for those VCOs that do sub-contract, Mr Grayling has indicated that he is considering some mechanism to protect them from being mistreated by prime contractors.  


Read more online>>

ACEVO has published a report which analyses third sector income generation support , concluding it varies between ‘patchy’, ‘limited’ and ‘inaccessible’.  


Download document(.doc)>>





		Action points and key dates

		The DWP is developing further detail which will be available to those organisations who consider that they may have the necessary financial and organisational capability and express an interest by 5pm 30th July 2010.  Email Mike Day for information





		Justice 



		Key issues

		On 30th June, Kenneth Clarke, Secretary of State for Justice, delivered a speech in which he signaled a shift in policy direction away from custodial to community sentences, with significant input from the VCS/third sector.  


Read more online>>





		Implications for organisations

		As previously noted, payment by results by the Legal Services Commission has already caused severe cash flow problems for some voluntary sector advice agencies, effectively causing the closure of some organisations.   VCOs want clarity on ‘success’, particularly in view of the long term support needs of the individuals they work with.  





		Social Return on Investment



		Key issues

		Demos has published research which has found that most VCOs did not have the data or the expertise to measure their outcomes in the depth required by SROI, which attempts to measure social impact in financial terms.

Download report(pdf)>>

NCVO has a website page which sets out the issues around measuring impact, and the pros and cons of using SROI. 


Read more online>>







		Volunteer Matters



		Key issues

		The All Party Parliamentary Group on Civil Society may extend its remit to include volunteering.


Read more online>>

This development may be connected to the issues coming out of the Volunteer Rights Inquiry currently being undertaken, where extraordinarily high levels of bullying and harassment of volunteers are reported.


Read more online>>







		Rural Matters 



		Key issues

		The Commission for Rural Communities is to be axed as part of the public sector cutbacks. 


Download document(pdf)>>

The CRC responded:  


Read more online>>

The last CRC report on the State of the Countryside was published on 6th July. 


Download document(pdf)>>
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Funding & Resources 


		Challenging Cuts



		Key issues

		NAVCA has produced a short guide on procedures to follow if facing funding cuts. 


Download document(pdf)>>







		What’s on the HP agenda 



		Key issues

		The House of Commons Library has produced a document setting out current topics under consideration.


Download document(pdf)>>





		Implications for organisations

		As pointed out in the previous policy bulletin, if you want to get your issue onto the agenda, find out which backbench MPs are interested and lobby them with a view to encouraging them to set up an All Party Parliamentary Group. Download document(pdf)>>





		ESCR research publications



		Key issues

		The Economic & Social Research Council has published the latest edition of ‘Society Now’, a publication designed to support policy development. 


Read more online>>
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RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.


		©2009 Regional Action West Midlands
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                          Hub News 
keeping you a part of the Hub Stourbridge story      


 


Helping hands 


Our Founding Community Event in May brought many interesting 
contacts and new faces some of whom are already working with us 
and bringing a fresh energy to the project. 


 Joining us on Business Planning are Jane Morel (Terrence Higgins Trust) and Bill 


Whalen (the Co-operative movement).   
 


 Alison Barton (www.alisonbartonphotography.co.uk) has taken on the 


development and hosting of the Creative-industry community at the Hub. 
 


 Shelley Jackson-Woodall (www.funkyconcepts.com) is leading on Attraction and 
Marketing.  
 


 Jon Hazlewood (website and database developer) is working with Mark to bring 
us a new website and manage all things techy.  


 
 Mike Caldwell continues to help us with the financial model and Business 


Planning. 


 


A Summer Feast 


Much fun and good food was had, the weather obliged by giving us 
warm sunshine for the picnic and the river was a pleasant 


temperature for paddlers. We had a cooler climate for playing 
rounders and it only started to drizzle as we headed home.               


(Oh, and Tony got a rounder!) 


 



http://www.alisonbartonphotography.co.uk/

http://www.funkyconcepts.com/





 
 


CiC or IPS? It’s all Greek to us... 


Jim Pettifer of Co-operative Futures is kindly giving us guidance on set-up and has 
us now considering the Industrial Provident Society business model alongside our 
previous preference which was the CiC (Community Interest Company) we will keep 
you posted as to which model wins out in the end. 


 
 


A Brand New Look 


We’ve now registered the web domain www.hubstourbridge.com 
and Jon will be putting new structure and content on there in 


the near future. Shelley has been working on the Hub 
Stourbridge logo as per the official Hub guidelines, we may still 


tweak it a bit, but it’s definitely looking a lot smarter. Her 
colleague Rob is also working on updating the Hub postcard and business cards – 


Thanks Rob! 


 


Social Media Progress 


Shelley has set us up with a Twitter page which you can view (and follow) here: 


http://twitter.com/hubstourbridge and as of writing we have thirty-three followers 


including other Hubs around the world, the Express and Star newspaper and 
businesses from the region.  


Our group on the business networking site LinkedIn is to be found here: 
http://www.linkedin.com/e/-aoiy8a-gb0xvxa8-3/vgh/3175418/ 


Similarly we now also have a presence on Facebook and you can look us up at: 
www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=208354185030 and join the forty-seven 


other members currently connected.  


 


Wishing you all the best for the coming months,  


 we’ll be in touch again soon! 


 



http://www.hubstourbridge.com/

http://twitter.com/hubstourbridge

http://www.linkedin.com/e/-aoiy8a-gb0xvxa8-3/vgh/3175418/eml-grp-sub/

http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=208354185030
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