[image: image13.wmf] 


Issue 33
This Week’s messages




8 July 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
(Ps.: there is not going to be an issue next week, bumper issue 22 July)
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Summary of the “Community Resilience – What if…?” event on 5.7.10
It was a beautiful day for the event, and what wonderful facilities Worcestershire County Council have!

One of the WMRAF’s top priorities is rural community sustainability and helping communities become more resilient.
This event was the WMRAF’s first step towards this, looking at how communities can anticipate and prepare for an extreme event such as flooding and the who, the what and the how issues are dealt with before, during and after…
To read more and to view most of the presentations (some technical difficulties with one or two) please click here.

You may also be interested in seeing the Question & Answers and evaluation summary
· Share your good practice case studies and lessons learnt

The WMRAF is seeking to capture and share the enormous amount of good practice from the rural West Midlands.  It is particularly looking for your examples around:

· Broadband

· Skills

· Affordable housing

· Environment and Climate Change

· Resilient Communities

If you have examples you can share, please go to our ‘Sharing’ page and complete and return the template provided to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
· Your Top Three Issues
The RAF Chairs are expecting the meet with the Minister for Rural Affairs in late September.  The RAF would like to be well prepared and make best use of this opportunity.

The Chair is therefore seeking your contribution.

· What are your top three concerns / issues?

· If your concerns remain unchanged from previous communication, are there any new steps you would like to see taken to address them?
Start the debate now. Please use the Forum Discussion facility or forward your emails to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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 You are invited to: Joining up Health & Social Care - Free event – 20 July 2010, 3 pm, Birmingham.  Read more
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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Please see how to make business sense of climate change, the latest issue of Energy & Environmental Management. Read More…
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AWM would like to thank you for your contribution to the development of the Rural Disadvantage Indicator (RDI) and feedback from the West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum.  We have finalised a written report capturing all the indicators /maps that make up the RDI. This is now available on our website through the following link.

http://www.advantagewm.co.uk/site-tools/download.aspx?id=tcm:9-31653&file=/Images/Rural%20Disadvantage%20Indicator%20(2010)_tcm9-31653.pdf&title=Rural%20Disadvantage%20Indicator%20(2010)
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RAWM News Alert - Please find attached details to invite you to the following two meetings to discuss how savings can be made from back office services.  Read more…
[image: image8.wmf]
STATE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE REPORT 2010 LAUNCH DATE
The Commission for Rural Communities will be publishing their STATE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE REPORT 2010 on Tuesday 6th July.  The following link will take you to CRC website: http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/

[image: image9.wmf]
Update of December 2008 Report on The Maintenance of the Universal Postal Service in the UK.

Richard Hooper will let Ministers have his initial views in the summer and will publish a fuller update by early Autumn. 
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Power to the People Toolkit - Your Guide to Creating a Local Council for Your Community 

The toolkit, 'Power to the People' (www.createacouncil.org.uk),  prepared by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), which represents the 8,000 plus parish and town councils in England has been launched. The toolkit is for people and communities wishing to create a new local council. This toolkit has been developed with a range of organisations as part of a wider national programme funded by Communities and Local Government and is aimed at helping more people and communities set up a local council in their area.

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Eric Pickles MP attended the launch and made clear his support.
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Read the latest on the Low Carbon Communities by accessing Low Carbon Communities Newsletter 2.
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     Grant Shapps Signals Start to Housing 

Housing Minister Grant Shapps has confirmed that he will take forward legislation allowing the creation of Local Housing Trusts in the forthcoming Decentralisation and Localism Bill, due to be introduced this Autumn.

Local Housing Trusts would have to show they have the support of the local community for planned housing developments, and would have to meet some basic planning criteria - but would not need to lodge specific planning applications.
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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		BASIS News Alert


Latest news affecting the West Midlands VCS

		Email: simonh@rawm.co.uk



		

		Web: www.rawm.org.uk



		

		Tel: 0121 359 9115





This message has been sent on behalf of George Turvey (G:up Information and Communications Coordinator) 


We are pleased to invite you to the following two meetings to discuss how savings can be made from back office services.


As part of the collaborative approach of the G:XL project, contract holder Midlands Youth is setting up learning clusters which will provide an interactive forum for sharing learning and ideas, with representation from right across the sector. 


· Are you interested in cost-effective savings? 

· Are you the person that deals with these areas in your organisation? 


If so then we want to hear from you at these meetings!


· 15 July, 11am–12.30pm

We will be joined by Nigel Crockford from TSG computing services and will be looking at ICT shared services (cloud computing) and savings that can be made on hardware and software purchases.


· 4 August, 11am-12.30pm 


We will be joined by Paula Wilson of the Community Accountancy Service who will help us to explore the savings that can be made by outsourcing Payroll, book keeping, accountancy services and independent examination etc.


Both meetings will be held at:


WAYC, Jubilee House, Westlea Road, Leamington Spa CV31 3JE


Travel expenses will be paid for those attending (up to a maximum of £40 per person).


Contact Jan Goddard to confirm your attendance:


tel: 01926 450156, 


email: Janet.goddard@wayc.org.uk

Please promote to your networks.


Read about this event on the G:up website and find both meetings on our events calendar.
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Joining Up Health
and Social Care

Tuesday 20t July 2010
3.00pm - 5.00pm - FREE event

Regional Partnership Centre, Albert House,
92 Edward Street, Bham, B1 2RA

Introduction

Creating NHS Local: opportunities for joint working between health and social care

Jon Glasby - Professor of Health and Social Care and Director of the University of Birmingham
Health Services Management Centre.

Lessons Learnt in Herefordshire

Chris Bull - Chief Executive, Herefordshire Council / Herefordshire Primary Care Trust.

Health & Social Care Integration in London - Latest Developments

Henry Petersen - IdeA, working with London Councils/NHS London on their programme
of work with PCTs and Boroughs.

Recap and Introduction to Break Out Groups

Feedback / Next Steps

To book, contact Kate Doogan: 0121 678 1017 or email k.doogan@wmleadersboard.gov.uk
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