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Issue 31
This Week’s messages




25 June 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Last couple of places available for: Specialist Seminar - Community Resilience: What if…? – 5 July 2010, Worcester County Council Chamber, From 10:00 to 16:00

This event provides an opportunity for people to have an insight into the roles of organisations that react to events, and to provide initial contact details to help you begin your community preparations.
The focus of this event is on preparing and reacting to extreme events, with a focus on flooding (an issue highlighted by many).

The event is FREE and open to all; spaces are being allocated on a first come first serve basis.  Please see the here for more information and the programme.  Email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk to reserve your place.

· Highlights from the CAG
The CAG met today for the second time, but the first time in its new format.  New members were welcomed by the Chair.  It was another busy agenda which demanded more time than we had available!

Discussions included confirming Task and Finish Group leads, which are as follows:

        Broadband – Ian Edwards

        Affordable Housing – Rose Poulter (initially)

        Skills – Corin Crane
        Environment and Climate Change – Steve Holliday

        Resilient Communities – this will be discussed again following the specialist seminar on 5.7.10

There were some key dates that groups will have to work to:

        30 July 2010 – target date for a report on initial outcomes

        30 August 2010 – target date for firm proposals and outcomes

        21 September 2010 – Chairs meeting with the Minister

Terms of reference will be available on the website from late next week.

The Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) regional support letter was discussed, and in light of recent announcements will be on hold as we await more detail from Government.  It is hoped that we can respond to further details, which are expected in the near future.

The WMRAF budget was reviewed, with ideas on how the RAF can make best use of its funds allocated for the year from DEFRA.  This included changing the approach to the Forum meetings, with a proposal to have two of the three forum meetings in Birmingham – due to easier public transport travel for most people, and greater options for possible free use of venues – and one meeting in a rural community where an associated interest visit could be made.  This approach if agreed will be applied to next year's meetings.

Next year’s annual conference was discussed with more volunteers coming forward, and some suggested themes, e.g.:

        “The big rural community”

        Rural communities carbon reductions and their economic benefits 

Do you have any ideas? Keep an eye on the discussion forum, and add your thoughts, or simply email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk 

The WMRAF communication strategy has now been agreed and can be found on the website, and more interestingly you can expect to see regular articles from the CAG reps on the Chair’s Blog.  Give them some feedback on their thoughts and ideas.

There was a look into the future, with the Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) at the top of the list.  There was a general feeling that the WMRAF would like to be able help rural-proof policies that may possibly impact on the rural West Midlands and inform decision making to help ensure minimum negative impact.  The Chair may send a letter to the Minister for Rural Affairs highlighting issues raised and offering the expertise of the Forum.

The attendance was reviewed following the last Forum meeting.  There were 21 apologies received, several last minute, of which only a quarter had deputies.  Members are reminded of the new terms of reference which introduced a requirement for members (or deputies) to attend a minimum of 75% of meeting. The Chair hopes that the next meeting will better attended, and that engagement will continue to improve as a result.  He looks to your continued support and enthusiasm.  We also need to consider the best use of funding, and as such lunch will only be provided for members who confirm their attendance and wish for lunch.

The full minutes and action point from this meeting will be available next week. 

· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	5 July 10 
	Worcester County Council Chamber
	Resilient Communities – What if…?

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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 Reducing Worklessness Event - 13 July 2010 - Tackling poverty, worklessness and welfare dependency is a major priority of the new government, and reducing the deficit an even bigger one. What will the far reaching changes in national policy mean for organisations and partnerships and what they can achieve for local people? Read more

[image: image4.wmf] 
[image: image5.emf]\\ Wmbirm_poolarea_server\poolarea\USD\01-place\900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100603-Email-MaximisingRuralRegeneration_throughRDPE.doc

   Reminder - Invitation - 'Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support' - 8th July – still an opportunity to be involved, read more…
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For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
[image: image6.wmf]    
Badger vaccination press release - Defra press release on badger vaccination, with implications for Staffordshire, Shropshire and Herefordshire. Read more
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 Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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		Reducing Worklessness
in an Age of Austerity

		  


 



		Date: Tuesday, 13 July 2010
Time: 10am - 4pm
Venue: Maple House, Corporation Street, Birmingham, B4 6TB
Cost: Free



		
Tackling poverty, worklessness and welfare dependency is a major priority of the new government, and reducing the deficit an even bigger one. What will the far reaching changes in national policy mean for organisations and partnerships and what they can achieve for local people?



		
This conference is intended to:

· Set out the latest on national policy on poverty, worklessness and welfare dependency and the wider Big Society agenda; 


· Take stock of what's been learnt from Total Place and related work by local authorities and their partners to achieve 'more for less'; 


· Explore the implications of new policies and diminishing resources for action at sub-regional, local and neighbourhood levels.



		While it won't be possible to answer all the questions, the event will help participants think through and gear up for challenges ahead.



		
Target audience:

· Worklessness and Economic Development manager/practitioners in local authorities; 


· Jobcentre Plus, AWM and Skills Funding Agency managers; 


· Providers; 


· Third sector organisations; 


· Elected members - portfolio holders; 


· Health, housing and children's services; 


· Senior policy makers drawn from regional bodies, local authorities and partner organisations.



		Click here to register
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‘Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support’


Thursday 8th July 2010


11.00 to 16.30, Birmingham


INVITATION


In response to requests from local authorities, the RDPE Network and Rural Services Network are working together to deliver a series of four workshops focused on ‘Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE’.  These workshops aim to provide the opportunity for local authorities to share and exchange ideas, practice and experience of how RDPE can be utilised within their territories to sustain their economic and environmental agendas.  The first workshop focused on the ‘local action’ elements of RDPE delivery and this second workshop will look at the ‘environmental support’ available through the RDPE.  The remaining two workshops will focus on the ‘business support’ and ‘integrated rural development’ elements of RDPE delivery.


The RDPE Network and Rural Services Network invite you to attend this second workshop, from 11.00 to 16.30 in Birmingham on Thursday 8th July 2010.


The aims of the workshop are to:-


· Share ideas, experience and practice amongst local authorities from those already participating, supporting or accessing funding for environmental activities; 


· Identify new opportunities and approaches for local authorities to become involved in supporting the accessing of funding and generation of outputs and outcomes in relation to the RDPE environmental support agenda; and 


· Identify challenges and seek solutions to more effective engagement in the RDPE environmental agenda. 

The day will be structured around ‘RDPE: Environmental support’ themes identified by local authorities currently involved in RDPE, these include:


· Local authority experience of engaging with agri-environment schemes;


· Social enterprise and community charity experience and engagement with stewardship and broader environmental aspects of RDPE - delivering public sector outcomes;


· Perspectives from the RDPE Axis II delivery bodies around scope to enhance outcomes and delivery in partnership with local authorities;


· Evaluation of the social and economic impact of stewardship schemes and a discussion of the wider benefits of environmental activities and projects supported by RDPE;


The focus of the day is on discussion, so a brief overview / case study will be provided by a local authority with direct experience, in order to stimulate further dialogue around the key issues facing local authorities. Your experiences and ideas are key!


The meeting is FREE to attend and refreshments and lunch will be provided. 


Please confirm your attendance by completing the attached booking form and returning it to this email address.  The final agenda and directions to the venue will follow to those who register their interest.


For further information or if you have any questions, please contact Sophie Fraenkel on 01242 533494 or Ivan Annibal on 07768 898158. We look forward to hearing from you and to hopefully seeing you on the 8th July. 


Best wishes,


Sophie Fraenkel                                                                      Ivan Annibal


RDPE Network Coordinator                                                   Rural Services Director


Commission for Rural Communities                                      Rural Services Network


Tel: 01242 533494 / 07900 608150                                        Tel: 01522 563510 / 07768 898158


www.rdpenetwork.org.uk                                                       www.rsnonline.org.uk         

www.uknationalruralnetwork.org.uk

www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk

Booking form: 
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Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support


Thursday 8th July 2010



11.00 to 16.30 - The Studio, Birmingham



BOOKING FORM



[image: image1.wmf]To confirm your attendance at ‘Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support’ please complete this booking form.


Name:
........................................................................................................................


Job Title/:
........................................................................................................................



Position



Organisation:
........................................................................................................................



Contact E-mail:
........................................................................................................................



Contact Tel:
........................................................................................................................



Do you have any special dietary requirements: YES / NO   (If yes please specify):


.........................................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................................


Do you have any special access requirements: YES / NO   (If yes please specify):



.........................................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................................


Please return to: rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk 
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