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Issue 30
This Week’s messages




18 June 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Last couple of places available for: Specialist Seminar - Community Resilience: What if…? – 5 July 2010, Worcester County Council Chamber, From 10:00 to 16:00

The above event is the first of our steps to address the priorities agreed at the WMRAF Priority meeting on 16 March 2010.
The focus is on preparing and reacting to extreme events, with a focus on flooding (an issue highlighted by many).

The event is FREE, but spaces are limited, and are being allocated on a first come first serve basis.  Please see the here for more information and the programme.  Email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk to reserve your place.

· Actions from WMRAF Meeting – 9 June 2010 at Arden House, Henley in Arden

Sorry for delay, however full notes will be available next week on our website.

Members will wish to note the following actions from the above meeting:

· Secretariat to draft a welcome letter from WMRAF introducing the RAF and the offer it makes
· Ian Edwards to provide an update paper on Broadband for 20.8.10 CAG
· Affordable Housing T & F to provide an update on their progress for 20.8.10 CAG
· The Environment/ Climate Change T & F to provide an update on the outcome of the four questions posed for 20.8.10 CAG
· The Rural Economy Group Rep will provide an update and propose where the RAF can best help
· Members to provide feedback and proposals on additional and wider issues around Resilient Communities by 24.6.10
· Secretariat to urgently draft a support letter for a regional LEP on behalf of WMRAF, which will be circulated for agreement before issue
· Your WMRAF NEEDS You – for a conference working group

If you would like to be involved in preparing for next years WMRAF Annual Conference please email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk by 2.7.10
· Congratulations to Miss Sharon PALMER- Chief Executive, Regional Action West Midlands, who has received a Queen's Birthday Honour for services to the Third Sector. Well done Sharon!

· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	5 July 10 
	Worcester County Council Chamber
	Resilient Communities – What if…?

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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      DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CONSULTATION ON CHOICE OF GPS
From Action With Communities In Rural England’s web site. (http://www.acre.org.uk/resources_publications_headlines4jun10.html)

“The Department of Health is currently consulting on proposals to allow people to register with a GP of their choice, rather than having to register where they live. With the NHS championing patient choice, there are potentially adverse implications for rural GP practices and rural communities.
Some rural GP practices may become unviable if they lose too many patients, or may be left with a greater proportion of older patients with higher healthcare needs. In the longer term, this may mean that some people living in rural communities have less choice, if they no longer have a local GP practice. There are also issues about out of hours and emergency care.

Details of the proposals and how to respond can be found at Department of Health  website. The closing date for response to the consultation is 6th July 2010.”

http://www.gpchoice.dh.gov.uk/
 Back to the top
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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Interested in influencing policy on 'low carbon' farming? ADAS are running a workshop for arable farmers next Tuesday on behalf of Defra. They want to know what you're doing about reducing your carbon footprint, why you're doing it, and what's stopping you from doing more. A great chance to get your views heard and (hopefully) incorporated into policy. 
 

Time and date: Tuesday 15th June, 10am-lunch (lunch provided)
Venue: The beautiful Ravenwood Hall Hotel (Rougham, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9JA) http://www.ravenwoodhall.co.uk 
To attend: Call David Harris at ADAS on 01223 355916
   Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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  Culture Secretary launches rural broadband projects to kick start revolution in digital economy – Press Release – read more…
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 Paice announces farming regulation review – Press Release – read more…
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RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing- issue 33 - for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands. Read more…     
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 Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
[image: image10.wmf]    
Middle Class Fad for Bee Keeping Sees Doubling in Number of Hives
“The British British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) said there are now more than 80,000 hives registered in Britain, compared to 40,000 in 2007. 

The organisation said there has been an increase in the number of honey bees in Britain over the last two years from 23 billion to 48 billion.”
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/7808793/Middle-class-fad-for-bee-keeping-sees-doubling-in-number-of-hives.html
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Campaign to Protect Rural England - A Very Cluttered Country
“Countryside campaigners CPRE are calling for action to reduce the proliferation of man made clutter that is choking the landscape. The charity argues that our ‘Green and Pleasant land’ is being lost under a blanket of overhead wires, phone masts, advertising boards, pylons and unnecessary road signs.”
http://www.cpre.org.uk/news/view/678
[image: image12.wmf]  
Commission for Rural Communities – Launch of the findings and recommendations from the inquiry into the future of English upland communities
“The English uplands are landscapes that provide a wealth of natural and cultural assets. They also have the potential to generate many valuable public goods and market products, supporting a low carbon future and green economy. Vibrant, secure upland communities hold the key to realising this potential.”

http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/2010/06/15/upland-communities-2/
Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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		Paice announces farming regulation review

		



		 

		



		Bureaucratic burdens on the farming industry will be put under the microscope by a new Task Force announced by Agriculture Minister Jim Paice today.
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		The Task Force on Farming Regulation, to be chaired by Richard Macdonald, will identify ways to reduce the regulatory burden through a review of the relevant regulations and their implementation, as well as advise on how best to achieve a risk-based system of regulation in the future. 


Mr Paice, speaking at Cereals 2010 near Royston, Cambridgeshire, said:


There’s too much red tape tying up our farmers and preventing them from getting on with the business of producing our food and managing our countryside. That’s why we committed in the Coalition Agreement to reduce the regulatory burden on farmers by moving to a risk-based system of regulation. The burden on farming and food manufacturing businesses is not just the number of regulations but the emphasis on process rather than outcomes.


I’m going to ask this industry-led Task Force to look at the way we make and implement regulations right across the board, both at what’s already in place, and how we should do things in the future.


I’m very pleased that Richard Macdonald has agreed to head this Task Force, as he brings with him a unique knowledge of the farming and food industry, outstanding leadership skills and a track record of commitment to partnership working between Government and industry. 


Welcoming the news of his appointment, Richard Macdonald commented:

I am very much looking forward to leading a task which I have long thought needs doing. It won’t be easy to achieve significant results overnight, and as well as the Task Force itself I plan to consult everybody in the farming and food sector interested in working with us. Together I hope that we can make a real difference. 


The Task Force will make its initial recommendations to Government by early 2011. 


The full membership of the Task Force will be announced in the near future, along with its Terms of Reference and details of how the wider farming and food sector can engage with the work of the Task Force. 
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Sustaining Influence and Change


Issue 33: 11th June 2010

		Email: katherineg@rawm.co.uk 
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		www.rawm.org.uk





PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer


CONTENTS


General

Funding & Resources 


Personal and Organisational Development

Consultations

Events

 

General 


		Big Society and Coalition Programme



		Key issues

		The Government has appointed Nat Wei, Executive Chair of the Big Society Network, as their Big Society policy advisor.  Check out the Big Society website: www.thebigsociety.co.uk

In the winter edition of Understanding Society, IPSOS published some survey results – 


· 75% of the public believed that making public services more efficient would enable the Government to save enough money without affecting public services


· Only 24% believed that there was a need to cut spending on public services to pay off the national debt


· 9% of the people surveyed were involved or interested in being involved in public services; 24% wanted a bigger say; 47% just wanted to be informed; 16% were not interested as long as the public sector did their job.


The survey was conducted before the general election, and before the scale of the deficit was known; however, if public opinion has not altered significantly, the Government has got to achieve a massive culture change in order to build the Big Society. 

Download document (pdf) >>

‘Scaling up for the Big Society’


New Philanthropy Capital have produced a guide which aims to help policy makers and service managers identify the best approaches for the creation of the Big Society and to channel resources accordingly, and VCS/Third Sector organisations to ready themselves for the new, scaled up market.


Read more online >>

Brendan Nevin offers an opinion on the Coalition programme in his New Start blog


Read more online >>

The Spending Review Framework 


Download document (pdf) >>

An overview of the Spending Review 


Read more online >>

All three major political parties are promoting social enterprise as the preferred model for public service delivery.   The Improvement Network and IDeA are gearing up to support public sector workers to become social enterprises 


Read more online >>

The Department of Health started to pave the way for ‘spin outs’ last year, and have put a lot of resources into enabling community practitioners to set up their own businesses to bid for health commissions 


Download document (pdf) >>

The level of resources dedicated to creating in-house social enterprises puts voluntary organisations and community groups at a disadvantage, operating on a very uneven playing field.  


The general public will be invited to give their opinions on what services should be paid for by the taxpayer, and whether they should be provided by the public, private or VCS/Third Sector.   It is useful to bear in mind that the public perception of the sector is not necessarily positive - see Gerald Warner’s blog in the Telegraph.  


Read more online >> 


One policy approach being promoted to the Government is ‘payment for success’; as opposed to payment for activity or for outputs, payment for success focuses on longer term outcomes.   KPMG have published a document which seems to be informing people’s thinking around this issue


Download document (pdf) >>

Francis Maude outlined the key elements of the Big Society in a speech to the charitable sector on 9th June


Download document (pdf) >>





		Poverty and Welfare

		Ian Duncan Smith’s speech on the re-shaping of the welfare benefits system


Read more online >> 

State of the Nation report 


Download document (pdf) >>

Lord David Freud’s speech to welfare to work providers 


Read more online >> 

Frank Field MP has been appointed to conduct a report into poverty and life chances.  Mr Field is due to report his findings and make recommendations at the end of the year.   


Read more online >> 

IDeA have produced a briefing on the Child Poverty Bill 


Read more online >> 







		Rural Matters 



		Caroline Spelman, the Environment Secretary, has spelt out DEFRA’s priorities 


· biodiversity


· dangerous dogs


· coastal erosion 


· community-led broadband in rural areas


· carbon footprints and the new green economy


· genuine reform of the common agricultural policy, to ensure that it reflects this Government’s fourfold approach to good value for farmers, taxpayers, consumers and the environment alike


· flood defences

Read more online >>

Responses to the Coalition Programme show that energy and climate change are at the top of the public’s list of priorities


Read more online >>







		Compact Matters 



		Key issues

		Compact Voice, the body that represents the VCS/Third Sector on the national Compact, has produced a map showing where good practice exists across the country.   Coventry, Wolverhampton and Solihull have been awarded ‘Green Flags’.  






		Implications for organisations

		The national Compact was refreshed in December 2009, and the Compact Commission has recently appointed regional Implementation Officers to promote the refreshed document.   In a parallel development, Compact Voice have identified and recruited a Compact Champion in each region.    


The Champion for the West Midlands is Saffi Price, Partnership & Participation Co-ordinator at Wolverhampton Voluntary Sector Council.  Contact Saffi:


Tel No: 01902 328977 
email: sprice@wolverhamptonvsc.org.uk

Given the emphasis on the voluntary and community sector to be involved in public service delivery, adherence to the Compact is more important.   


Read more online >>
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Funding & Resources 


		Responses to DSC report on ineligible funding applications 



		We previously mentioned a Directory of Social Change report which highlighted the high rate of ineligible applications to funding bodies.  DSC have reported feedback they have received - 


Read more online >>

The Association of Charitable Funders have also responded, pointing out that providing feedback to unsuccessful applicants would be costly, and take money away from charities.  


Read more online >>







		Diversity Resources 



		Key issues

		NCVO have produced a comprehensive diversity and equality resource list


Download document (pdf) >>





		Implications for organisations

		The Equality Act 2010 will start to be implemented in late Autumn; all VCS/Third Sector organisations which employ paid workers or provide services must ensure they are fully prepared for the Act.  






		Action points 

		Check out the Government’s Equality Office website for up to date information


Read more online >>

The Equality & Human Rights Commission also provide advice and information on the Act


Read more online >>

BRAP is the West Midlands VCS/Third Sector equality and diversity infrastructure organisation


www.brap.org.uk

Through its Sustaining Influence and Change programme RAWM also supports the West Midlands Specialist Infrastructure Partnership, an alternative equalities forum in the West Midlands.  For more information about WMSIP contact Simon Hackett or Steph Keeble.








		Measuring Outcomes 



		Key issues

		The Office for National Statistics and NCVO have jointly published a report on measuring outcomes for public service users 


Download document (pdf) >>





		Implications for organisations

		The report focused on two areas: Early Years Education and Adult Social Care.  It concludes that commissioned outcomes are too narrow, leading to VCS/Third Sector comparing unfavourably with public sector providers.    The report and its findings will be of interest to any VCS/Third Sector organisation involved in bidding for public service commissions or subcontracts.  








		Participatory research 



		IPSOS have a Participation Unit microsite which contains information about participatory research methods


Read more online >>







		Citizens perceptions of their local areas and services



		Ipsos have published ‘One World, Many Places’, a report into ‘citizens views of municipal government and local areas across the world’


Download document (pdf) >>
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Personal and Organisational Development


		Workforce Wheel



		NCVO have produced the Workforce Wheel, an outcomes focused tool for all aspects of people management 


Download document (pdf) >>







		Coaching



		=mc, the Management Centre, have produced a guide to coaching as a personal development method for VCS/Third Sector managers


Read more online >>







		Volunteer Management Portal



		Volunteering England now has a volunteer management portal on its website:


Read more online >>







		Succession planning for trustee boards



		CASS Business School has produced an article which looks at the need to plan for the replacement of the Chairs of trustee boards. Many smaller organisations do not have policies or procedures for this, particularly if they struggle to find anyone willing to undertake the role in the first place.    


Download document (pdf) >>
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 Consultations


		National Lottery apportionment



		Key issues

		The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has opened a consultation on reconfiguring the Lottery Distribution Fund to benefit sports, heritage and the arts :


Read more online >>





		Implications for organisations

		A draft Order contains provisions for increasing the allocation for sports, arts and heritage from 16 to 18% in April 2011, then 18 to 20%, in 2012;   the allocation to health, education, environment and general charitable purposes to decrease from 50 to 46% in 2011, and down to 40% in 2012.  


This would restore the National Lottery to its original purpose, which was to raise funds for non-statutory purposes - a longstanding pledge from the Conservative Party.  While many VCS/Third Sector organisations and individuals may support the move in principle, the imminent cuts in public expenditure combined with decisions made following the mass consultation on the Spending Review are likely to mean that the restoration of the Lottery will have an impact on the sector’s contribution to making the Big Society work.  






		Action points and key dates

		DCMS have requested selected consultees only to respond; however, they have stated that they will include others if it is appropriate to do so.  


The closing date for the consultation is Saturday 21st August 2010
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 Events


		West Midlands Total Place Seminar 2010



		Key issues

		Total Place is a new initiative looking at the totality of public spending in a place, and how it can be rationalised to reduce duplication and improve services. It is attracting a lot of attention, but what does it mean for housing associations?






		Action points and key dates

		This event will bring you bang up to date and allow you to hear directly from senior figures involved in Total Place in our region and beyond.


More information and booking details >>







RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.


		©2009 Regional Action West Midlands
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		Tel: 0121 359 9114

		Email: Katherine Gordon
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Culture Secretary launches rural broadband projects to kick start revolution in digital economy  


The first steps towards delivering a revolution in the UK’s digital economy and in local media were set out today by Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport, Jeremy Hunt.


Announcing a package of measures designed to drive a nationwide technological upgrade, Mr Hunt confirmed plans for three market testing projects to bring superfast broadband to rural areas to prevent a new digital divide between urban and rural communities.  


He also reiterated that the Government will open up existing infrastructure to reduce the costs of laying new fibre to stimulate investment in next generation networks, committing to legislation if necessary. Further plans to support the digital economy will be published at an industry event in the summer.


Mr Hunt said:


“Wherever I go in the country, businesses tell me that access to fast, reliable broadband is increasingly essential.  Superfast broadband is not simply about doing the same things faster, it’s about doing totally new things.  And it isn’t only about business – it’s about opening up new opportunities to improve public services such as education and healthcare. 

“We have to make sure that the benefits of superfast broadband are available to everyone, including those in rural areas.  The action plan I have set out today will help create a broadband infrastructure for our country that meets the needs of all its citizens and businesses, and that will stand comparison with anywhere in the world. “


Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Caroline Spelman, said


“Providing effective broadband connections for rural communities is one of my top priorities. Broadband access for rural communities is essential if we are to provide the means for their economies and businesses to grow and to minimise the social digital divide for people living in rural areas. I will work closely with colleagues across Government to make this happen.” 


Mr Hunt also set out plans to ensure a vibrant local media market in the future.  He announced: plans to reform local cross-media ownership rules and ask Ofcom to look at the case for removing all cross-media ownership rules at a local level; and options for supporting new local TV stations in towns and cities.  Mr Hunt has appointed Nicholas Shott, Head of UK Investment Banking at Lazard, to conduct an independent commercial assessment of local TV over the summer. Following this assessment, DCMS will set out a local media action plan due to be published in the autumn.


Mr Hunt said:


“The Government believes in localism and the enormous benefits of fostering local cultural, economic and political identities. Vibrant local media are an important part of that.  We are driving forward greater transparency at all levels of public life – and the challenge and scrutiny of local journalists is vital to that. I want a modern regulatory environment which will help nurture a new generation of hungry, ambitious and profitable local media companies.”


Mr Hunt also announced that the government will not be going ahead with pilots for Independently Funded News Consortia. Funding for the pilots will now be used to support the roll-out of superfast broadband.


                                                  


Notes to Editors


1. The full speech is available at www.culture.gov.uk/news/ministers_speeches/7132.aspx 


2. The commitment to support investment in new high-speed broadband internet connections was announced in the Queen’s Speech http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2010/05/queens-speech-2010-2-50580 with further detail in the Coalition Agreement - http://programmeforgovernment.hmg.gov.uk/culture-olympics-media-and-sport/ 

3. Nicholas Shott is Vice Chairman, European Investment Banking & Head of UK Investment Banking at Lazard. He is also European Head and International Co-Head of Media for the firm, which he joined in 1991, following a career in the media industry. His extensive experience of the television industry includes advising ITV and Granada.
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