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Issue 29
This Week’s messages




10 June 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· Outcomes of nominations for Vice Chair
The closing date has now passed, so I can advise you of the following outcome for the Vice-Chair post:

A single nomination was received with several additional seconders for David Collier.  As there is a single nomination there will be no additional voting required - David Collier will begin his second term as Vice-Chair.

· Specialist Seminar - Community Resilience: What if…? – 5 July 2010, Worcester County Council Chamber, From 10:00 to 16:00

The above event is the first of our steps to address the priorities agreed at the WMRAF Priority meeting on 16 March 2010.
The focus is on preparing and reacting to extreme events, with a focus on flooding (an issue highlighted by many).

The event is FREE, but spaces are limited, and are being allocated on a first come first serve basis.  Please see the here for more information and the programme.  Email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk to reserve your place.

· WMRAF Meeting – 9 June 2010 at Arden House, Henley in Arden

Another lively meeting, lots of discussion and volunteers to take forward the priorities task and finish group work (Ps – it’s not too late to join groups, contact me with your details and preferred priority group).
Bob gave feedback from the national RAF Chairs’ meeting – see his blog for more detail.  He talked about the importance of the work the RAF does, and the initial positive feedback received from the national review of RAFs.  He talked about the decision for the RAFs to be more co-ordinated, beginning with secretariats networks being supported by a national secretariat.

AWM gave updates on the economy and information on Rural Disadvantage Indicator - both very informative and gave food for thought.
Full notes will be available next week on our website.
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	5 July 10 
	Worcester County Council Chamber
	Resilient Communities – What if…?

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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Call for Evidence on Mobile Phones
“Poor mobile phone coverage is holding back the rural economy, believes a government watchdog.

Poor coverage affects young and old alike. The Commission for Rural Communities is investigating the impact of poor network coverage and restricted 3G access on businesses and communities in the countryside.

In particular, it is seeking evidence of poor mobile coverage on businesses, service provision and community life.

The move follows warnings by commission Chairman, Stuart Burgess, that a lack of mobile phone coverage is restricting rural employment and learning opportunities.”

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/services/call-for-evidence-on-mobile-phones.html
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Bringing Common Sense to Tree Management
“The National Tree Safety Group has produced a draft guidance document "Bringing Common Sense to Tree Management" and would like to invite comments from industry regarding this document.  Responses will be collated via an online survey…..”

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunique/infd-7t6bs5
 Back to the top
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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'Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support' - from 11.00 to 16.30 in Birmingham on Thursday 8th July 2010 – FREE Event – read more…
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What Future for Social And Affordable Housing?
     
 “Taking forward policies of the new coalition government -
    
  What are the housing policies of the new Coalition Government?

What impact will these make on all stakeholders and how best do we implement them?

How can we meet the rising housing needs of an increasing and ageing population?”

This Seminar will be held at The Royal Commonwealth Society in London on Monday, 12th July 2010

http://www.cppseminars.org.uk/site/dpb.cfm?do=ref&fldCPPSref=SAH/311&varDetProgBiog=det
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Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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  Going for Growth (G4G) fact sheet from Business Link
- The Going for Growth Service offers specialist support to farmers, foresters and other land based businesses to develop business growth plans and, where appropriate, associated high quality proposals that will allow them to secure appropriate capital funding to enhance their business potential. Read more…
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     Commission for Rural Communities
      Rural Advocate report 2010 – Tackling Rural Disadvantage. 

“It’s easy to imagine an idyllic life in the country – sunshine, meadows, fresh air and a strong sense of community. Most children and young    people enjoy growing up in our rural areas and value the experiences which shape the rest of their lives. It is therefore of concern to me, as Rural Advocate, when I hear that living in the countryside is not a viable option for young people. It is not just the lure of cities and bright lights – young people are having to leave in search of jobs or housing or, having left for further or higher education, see no future in returning. This is why I am focusing this report on issues faced by young people in rural areas.”

     http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/files/CRC118-rural-advocate-report1.pdf
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    Tree Planting - Grants for Planting Trees 
“The Poplar Tree Company is helping land owners earn extra revenue by providing information on tree planting and help with farm diversification to woodlands. The Poplar Tree Company can help with site appraisal and the application of grants for planting trees. The Forestry Commission and DEFRA offer grants for planting trees that allow tree planting to be done without any capital outlay from the landowner.”

    http://www.poplartree.co.uk/index.htm
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Welcome to the latest issue of Link2energy&environment news. Read more…
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   Index 'Fails to Reflect' Rural Needs
“Official measures of deprivation fail to recognise rural needs, the government has been told. 

The indices overlook many rural needs. The Commission for Rural Communities said the government should undertake a “fundamental review” of the English Indices of Deprivation.

It made the call in a consultation response to the Department of Communities and Local Government.”

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/communities/statistics-fail-deprived-rural-people.html
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  Use Rural Health Week 2010, 19th to 25th September, there is the opportunity for local groups and organisations to promote themselves by adopting variations on this theme. You could use the week to launch a new aspect of your work; run an information day bringing together speakers on the different aspects with a joint discussion afterwards; organise an exhibition making the links between the issues. Read more …
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 Culture Secretary launches rural broadband projects to kick start revolution in digital economy – Press Release – read more…
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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‘Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support’


Thursday 8th July 2010


11.00 to 16.30, Birmingham


INVITATION


In response to requests from local authorities, the RDPE Network and Rural Services Network are working together to deliver a series of four workshops focused on ‘Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE’.  These workshops aim to provide the opportunity for local authorities to share and exchange ideas, practice and experience of how RDPE can be utilised within their territories to sustain their economic and environmental agendas.  The first workshop focused on the ‘local action’ elements of RDPE delivery and this second workshop will look at the ‘environmental support’ available through the RDPE.  The remaining two workshops will focus on the ‘business support’ and ‘integrated rural development’ elements of RDPE delivery.


The RDPE Network and Rural Services Network invite you to attend this second workshop, from 11.00 to 16.30 in Birmingham on Thursday 8th July 2010.


The aims of the workshop are to:-


· Share ideas, experience and practice amongst local authorities from those already participating, supporting or accessing funding for environmental activities; 


· Identify new opportunities and approaches for local authorities to become involved in supporting the accessing of funding and generation of outputs and outcomes in relation to the RDPE environmental support agenda; and 


· Identify challenges and seek solutions to more effective engagement in the RDPE environmental agenda. 

The day will be structured around ‘RDPE: Environmental support’ themes identified by local authorities currently involved in RDPE, these include:


· Local authority experience of engaging with agri-environment schemes;


· Social enterprise and community charity experience and engagement with stewardship and broader environmental aspects of RDPE - delivering public sector outcomes;


· Perspectives from the RDPE Axis II delivery bodies around scope to enhance outcomes and delivery in partnership with local authorities;


· Evaluation of the social and economic impact of stewardship schemes and a discussion of the wider benefits of environmental activities and projects supported by RDPE;


The focus of the day is on discussion, so a brief overview / case study will be provided by a local authority with direct experience, in order to stimulate further dialogue around the key issues facing local authorities. Your experiences and ideas are key!


The meeting is FREE to attend and refreshments and lunch will be provided. 


Please confirm your attendance by completing the attached booking form and returning it to this email address.  The final agenda and directions to the venue will follow to those who register their interest.


For further information or if you have any questions, please contact Sophie Fraenkel on 01242 533494 or Ivan Annibal on 07768 898158. We look forward to hearing from you and to hopefully seeing you on the 8th July. 


Best wishes,


Sophie Fraenkel                                                                      Ivan Annibal


RDPE Network Coordinator                                                   Rural Services Director


Commission for Rural Communities                                      Rural Services Network


Tel: 01242 533494 / 07900 608150                                        Tel: 01522 563510 / 07768 898158


www.rdpenetwork.org.uk                                                       www.rsnonline.org.uk         

www.uknationalruralnetwork.org.uk

www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk

Booking Form - 
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Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support


Thursday 8th July 2010



11.00 to 16.30 - The Studio, Birmingham



BOOKING FORM



[image: image1.wmf]To confirm your attendance at ‘Maximising Rural Regeneration through RDPE: Environmental Support’ please complete this booking form.


Name:
........................................................................................................................


Job Title/:
........................................................................................................................



Position



Organisation:
........................................................................................................................



Contact E-mail:
........................................................................................................................



Contact Tel:
........................................................................................................................



Do you have any special dietary requirements: YES / NO   (If yes please specify):


.........................................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................................


Do you have any special access requirements: YES / NO   (If yes please specify):



.........................................................................................................................................................


.........................................................................................................................................................


Please return to: rdpenetwork@ruralcommunities.gov.uk 
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RURAL HEALTH WEEK


 "Health, Climate Change and Sustainability: Developing Positive Rural Responses"


This year's Rural Health Week brings together three vital and inter-related issues. Ensuring equitable health provision in rural areas may require additional resources but this provision has to be sustainable and also take account of environmental issues. So this is not just a question of (limited) financial resources but of how we use people and services, how we set up systems that can continue to enable people to access health care, and how we respond to the exigencies of climate change.

Rather than a reactive response to these demands there may be the opportunity to develop strategies that respond positively to all three agendas. So for example the use of health professionals to take services out to remote and rural patients will reduce health journeys and increase access for patients without their own transport; the development of telehealth delivery and conferencing systems, which had not till recently reflected the initial enthusiasm and promise, may be given new impetus; and input from the voluntary sector to help tackle local provision could be given higher status and value.

During Rural Health Week 2010, 19th to 25th September, there is the opportunity for local groups and organisations to promote themselves by adopting variations on this theme. You could use the week to launch a new aspect of your work; run an information day bringing together speakers on the different aspects with a joint discussion afterwards; organise an exhibition making the links between the issues. 

The IRH can help you by:

* advertising your event on our Rural Health Week web page


* providing advice on targeting your local press or drafting articles


* sharing what others are doing from the Rural Health Week Events page


And you can help promote the week by:

* sending a message of support for the week to the Rural Health Week web page. Every entry helps to broaden the impact of the week and endorse the message.


* advertising Rural Health Week on your web site


* highlighting your priority rural health issue on the Rural Health Week web page


To find out more or to submit details of your activities for Rural Health Week please contact:

Jane Randall-Smith, Chief Executive janers@irh.ac.uk

or 


Helen Porter, Information Officer helenp@irh.ac.uk

Copyright IRH
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Culture Secretary launches rural broadband projects to kick start revolution in digital economy  


The first steps towards delivering a revolution in the UK’s digital economy and in local media were set out today by Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport, Jeremy Hunt.


Announcing a package of measures designed to drive a nationwide technological upgrade, Mr Hunt confirmed plans for three market testing projects to bring superfast broadband to rural areas to prevent a new digital divide between urban and rural communities.  


He also reiterated that the Government will open up existing infrastructure to reduce the costs of laying new fibre to stimulate investment in next generation networks, committing to legislation if necessary. Further plans to support the digital economy will be published at an industry event in the summer.


Mr Hunt said:


“Wherever I go in the country, businesses tell me that access to fast, reliable broadband is increasingly essential.  Superfast broadband is not simply about doing the same things faster, it’s about doing totally new things.  And it isn’t only about business – it’s about opening up new opportunities to improve public services such as education and healthcare. 

“We have to make sure that the benefits of superfast broadband are available to everyone, including those in rural areas.  The action plan I have set out today will help create a broadband infrastructure for our country that meets the needs of all its citizens and businesses, and that will stand comparison with anywhere in the world. “


Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Caroline Spelman, said


“Providing effective broadband connections for rural communities is one of my top priorities. Broadband access for rural communities is essential if we are to provide the means for their economies and businesses to grow and to minimise the social digital divide for people living in rural areas. I will work closely with colleagues across Government to make this happen.” 


Mr Hunt also set out plans to ensure a vibrant local media market in the future.  He announced: plans to reform local cross-media ownership rules and ask Ofcom to look at the case for removing all cross-media ownership rules at a local level; and options for supporting new local TV stations in towns and cities.  Mr Hunt has appointed Nicholas Shott, Head of UK Investment Banking at Lazard, to conduct an independent commercial assessment of local TV over the summer. Following this assessment, DCMS will set out a local media action plan due to be published in the autumn.


Mr Hunt said:


“The Government believes in localism and the enormous benefits of fostering local cultural, economic and political identities. Vibrant local media are an important part of that.  We are driving forward greater transparency at all levels of public life – and the challenge and scrutiny of local journalists is vital to that. I want a modern regulatory environment which will help nurture a new generation of hungry, ambitious and profitable local media companies.”


Mr Hunt also announced that the government will not be going ahead with pilots for Independently Funded News Consortia. Funding for the pilots will now be used to support the roll-out of superfast broadband.


                                                  


Notes to Editors


1. The full speech is available at www.culture.gov.uk/news/ministers_speeches/7132.aspx 


2. The commitment to support investment in new high-speed broadband internet connections was announced in the Queen’s Speech http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2010/05/queens-speech-2010-2-50580 with further detail in the Coalition Agreement - http://programmeforgovernment.hmg.gov.uk/culture-olympics-media-and-sport/ 

3. Nicholas Shott is Vice Chairman, European Investment Banking & Head of UK Investment Banking at Lazard. He is also European Head and International Co-Head of Media for the firm, which he joined in 1991, following a career in the media industry. His extensive experience of the television industry includes advising ITV and Granada.
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Solutions
for Business

The Going for Growth Service offers specialist support

(@)

Business
LINK

Going for Growth

to farmers, foresters and other land based businesses

to develop business growth plans and, where appropriate, associated high quality proposals that will allow
them to secure appropriate capital funding to enhance their business potential. Additionally, the Service

enables land based businesses

What is the purpose of the service?

to develop resource efficiency plans for their business.

To provide support to growth focused land based businesses to prepare business development or resource

efficiency plans for their business. Guidance to enable bus

inesses to identify appropriate funding sources to

capitalise on potential development opportunities through:

. Developing appropriate terms of reference for feasibility studies

. Offering access to funding to complete a feasibility study to evaluate the viability of projects and assess
their potential impact on the core business

. Reviewing the completed feasibility study to ensure that all aspects of the project and business have been
explored and the necessary resources are available to the business

o Building the capability and confidence of the business owners so they have the confidence to manage the

implementation of the capital project to maximise business success.

What is available?

. Support to farmers to develop Resource
Efficiency Plans (subsidised by up to 80%)
. Up to 3 days, fully funded support, to provide
direction and facilitate the production of a business
development plan, including the development of
terms of reference for a feasibility study
. Grant funding of up to £7,500 (maximum .
intervention rate of 50%) to enable companies
to commission a feasibility study to assess
the viability and costs of the proposed project.

Who is the service for?

The study will include in-depth research into

the project and its benefits and impact on the
business and the wider economy

Review of the feasibility study to ensure all
aspects of the project, its potential and its
impact have been assessed

Access to fully funded mentoring support of up to 5
days to guide the development of the business with
the business owners (this service is also available
to a limited number of groups of businesses)

. Land based businesses (farmers, growers, foresters, primary processors, rural tourism businesses and other
rural businesses with fewer than 10 workers and less than £2 million turnover) seeking capital funding

. Projects that fall into one of the following categories:
- Modernisation of agricultural holdings
- Adding value to agricultural and forestry products
- Infrastructure and water resources
- Diversification into non-agricultural activities
- Support for the creation and development of rural
- Encouragement of tourism.

Nigel Wi
ZRURAL
‘DEVELOPME|
JPROGRAMME wr

NT “ West Midlaridis

micro businesses

Who do | contact for more information?
roe - Programme Manager Tel: 0121 569 0775
Email: nigel_g4g@businesslinkwm.co.uk

Advantage
Company Number 5888908
© Business Link 2010

w.advantagewm.co.uk
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