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INFORMATION PAPER 

WMRAF 2010-11 Priorities

1. Purpose of the Paper 

To update members on the actions and proposals for next steps to take WMRAF priorities forward
2. Timing

For consideration prior to 9 June 2010 meeting, an opportunity questions and discussion at 9 June 2010 Forum meeting
3. Recommendation

· T & F Groups continue to consider the questions outlined at the CAG with replies and suggested next steps
· A work programme is developed and project managed with agree milestones that will be reported against in the Annual Report
· Consider where and if task and actions could be done in partnership with other RAFs or with nationally as a network of RAFs
4. Background

     The WMRAF agreed priorities are:

1. Skills

2. Broadband

3. Affordable Housing

4. Environment / Climate Change Adaptation

5. Resilient Communities (encompassing extreme weather events, demographic issues, economy)

The CAG met on 15 April 2010 to discuss next steps.  They agreed the following questions should be answered by the T & F groups before further proposals were made to the full forum:
a. What are the relevant issues for rural areas?

b. Of these, which of these are being adequately addressed by others?

c. What is left to address?

d. What is the role of the RAF in delivering / addressing these (should include a draft proposal of success criteria and milestones to achieving them)

SKILLS – Corin Crane has kindly agreed to lead this group and Rose Poulter has offered a WMLB paper on skills to help inform the group.  Additional members / external experts are invited to join to address the questions set above, and to propose next actions with a supporting plan

BROADBAND –Ian Edwards (AWM) will lead on this issue, David Collier will participate, and it was suggested that Lois Dale’s work be incorporated and that there should be a link to DC10. 


AFFORDABLE HOUSING – this is an area that has been particularly difficult to move forward.  Rose Poulter has shared a WMLB paper which highlights actions / targets / agreements made to date.  A group lead will need to be agreed, and T&F group members selected.  The Group lead in discussions with the Chair / CAG will have to decide an appropriate timetable, and report back on progress at the September Forum meeting.
ENVIRONMENT / CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION – this is another difficult area to move forward due to awaiting the new administration policy dissemination.  Members will feedback from highlighted initial scoping to inform further discussion at the next CAG, where next steps will be proposed.


RESILIENT (& SUSTAINABLE) COMMUNITIES – following the decision that initial focus should be on the ‘extreme / unusual events’, a specialist seminar has been arranged jointly with Resilience colleagues at GOWM.  The CAG will discuss the feedback from this event to consider next steps to taking this priority forward.
5. Conclusion

Progress has been delayed as changes nationally and within the West Midlands take place, and the implications of these on the WMRAF priorities are assessed.

Members are invited to join and help shape the work programme that will articulate the milestones and outcomes the WMRAF which to achieve.

There may also be some additional value in seeing where joint working with the National RAF can add value. 
Contact details: 
rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
