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 Notes from the WMRAF Annual Conference 2010
Connecting Rural Communities – How can WMRAF help?

1. Showcasing good practice;

2. Improving & using communication;

3. Using the RAF website to full potential; and
4. Relay rural messages up and down.
Good Examples –

1. Community Broadband Scheme – Martley – Worcs;

2. Waters Upton Community Project;

3. Dorstone Front Room; and

4. St Perstones Inn – Pint da Broadband!

Group 1 – Enhanced Futures for Young People

· Most elements of life are mandatory e.g. VAT returns and YP need accessibility.

· Due to recession Government asking for more of people via internet.  They need to provide tools to do so.

· Education disadvantages – school asking us to provide internet access to our children and we have a limited resource.  Fear of social exclusion.

· Assumptions that all have internet access & they don’t!

· Skills training required for people to use internet.

· Social exclusion – no funding at home for equipment & no access to transport to get to local facilities.

· Dongle – the way forward!

· School could loan out laptops.

· Use other options.

Positives

· Use a dongle.

· Use a Sky dish.

· We can meet Government targets.

· Socialising.

· Running Businesses in rural area.

· Access to new services allowing people to stay in rural areas.

· Social Networking sites give opportunities for free web adds and social group exposure.

· NEEDS TO BE SOLVED OR RURAL COMMUNITIES WILL DIE.

Group 2 – Business the Virtual Way

· Design for end user not yourself.

· KISS

· Exchange ‘Experts’ 

Working from Home

Barriers to working from home –

· IT Services to farms

· Government Advice, Mentoring & Training

· Social Networking

Group 3 – Broadband – Widening Horizons for Older Generations

· Who is going to organise / plan provision of ICT etc across ALL communities?

· Schools and churches – good centres but need vulnerable adult and clearance for volunteers.

· School where 9 year olds teaching grandparents - with support!

· Who is paying for this?

· 65-75 age group in danger of being forgotten.

· 75+ age group – more interested and able than presumed - but need focused support.

· Variety of venues – transport issues.

· Cost – sharing in community venues, computer groups meeting at each others homes?

· Awareness-raising –> joint planning –> local delivery.

· Where would you get funding from?

· How would you distribute it?
