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Issue 23
This Week’s messages




9 April 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits, a bumper post Easter edition.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat

Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· WMRAF 1st Chair’s Advisory Group
The first meeting of the Chair’s Advisory Group (CAG) takes place next week (15 April 2010) and will be based on this agenda.

Final membership for the group is still being progressed, so for the time being, Management Committee members will be caretaking.  Please contact them (or email rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk) if you wish them to raise anything issues on your behalf.
· 2010 WMRAF Annual Report

This years Annual Report is now available here.
Hard copies can also be requested by emailing rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk.

· General Election and conduct of the Civil Service
A General Election has a number of implications for the work of Departments and civil servants. These arise from the special character of Government business during an election campaign, and from the need to maintain, and be seen to maintain, the impartiality of the Civil Service, and to avoid any criticism of an inappropriate use of official resources.
 

The general election date has been announced and accordingly, because of the restrictions on civil service activity, known as purdah, some of my activity will be curtailed until the Election is over.  I will continue to work in the background to catch up on specific tasks, like updating and chasing membership declarations…
In summary – updates on the website will be minimal and this bulletin quite light (promises, promises) until after the 6 May 2010.

· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars

	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	9 June 10
	Hood Hall, Henley In Arden
	Tbc

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
[image: image1.wmf]    

 Back to the top
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Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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SOLVING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING NEEDS – 29.6.10

“Community land trusts deliver community aspirations. They offer an affordable way to provide housing and locally-owned business and community buildings, using a new set of legal, financial and resource management tools that are relevant to a wide range of existing as well as new organisations

The 2010 national CLT conference will offer an opportunity to hear from leading policymakers and to learn from individuals and organisations at the cutting edge of practice. It will demonstrate how CLTs can be a sustainable solution in a wide range of settings - encompassing housing, economic development, community empowerment, and co-operative development.”

http://www.clt-conference.co.uk/
[image: image3.wmf]                      Strategic Commissioning Conference - Moving Beyond Project
Funding -18 May 2010 – CBSO Centre, Birmingham, B1 2LF – read more…
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CONFERENCE: MAKING LOCAL FOOD WORK FOR PEOPLE AND PLANET - 
5TH MAY, MANCHESTER
“Making Local Food Work for People and Planet is the essential national conference for all those interested in community food enterprises.  This event, held in Manchester for the first time, will explore how community food enterprises benefit both people and planet.

Community food enterprises come in many different forms from farmers’ markets to community-owned shops and Community Supported Agriculture enterprises.  What is the role and potential for such enterprises in making local food work for people and planet?

The event is the third in a series of conference hosted by Making Local Food Work, a Big Lottery funded programme which helps people take ownership of their food and where it comes from.”
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/news/news.cfm/newsid/135
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/index.cfm
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HOW BEST CAN PUBLIC SERVICES ENGAGE WITH THE HARD-TO-REACH? “This Seminar will be held at The Queens Hotel in Leeds on Wednesday 26th May 2010.  Read more…
Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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 Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands – issue 28.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  Read more…    
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 Please see issue 45 of Defra’s Access newsletter 
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 Please see the latest Localise West Midlands (LWM - Local Economic Solutions For Sustainability) Newsletter for spring 2010.  Read more…    
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WMRSS Final Update - 31st March 2010 - Please find link to the final West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Update: 

http://www.wmra.gov.uk/Planning_and_Regional_Spatial_Strategy/Latest_News/Latest_News_.aspx
 [image: image13.wmf]   
INCIDENTAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

“The Countryside and Community Research Institute (CCRI) have produced a report on the Incidental Socio-Economic Benefits of Environmental Stewardship (ES). 

This report may therefore be of interest for those with an interest in the benefits to local communities that arise as a result of farmers’ participation in ES schemes.

The report assesses the incidental socio-economic benefits of ES schemes in England in order to identify their socio-economic impact on the wider local economy. In particular, it assesses the extent of local multiplier effects and employment creation as an indirect result of agri-environment expenditure.”

http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/economics/foodfarm/reports/es-socioeconomic/index.htm
Back to the top
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    THE FINAL THIRD FIRST CAMPAIGN 

“…..has come into existence because there are thousands of people in the UK who do not have a functional broadband connection at present (in “notspots” and because of technical issues with the existing telephone network), and approximately a third of the country whose future connectivity requirements will not be met by the market by 2017.”

http://finalthirdfirst.wordpress.com/
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Cantilupe Productions and Herefordshire Young Farmers at ‘The Guardian Hay Festival’ – Christine Hope says: “I have been involved with this project for over 18 months and it really is a telling documentary (in progress), where will our food come from, who can & will work the land and how hard the current generation are working.

After the success at the Borderlines film festival they have been upped on the billing at The Guardian Hay Festival to Friday 28th May at 9pm. (www.hayfestival.com)

For a few more details on the filming click on this link

http://youngfarmersdocumentary.wordpress.com 

If you want more information don't hestate to get in contact, I am sure one of the "characters", will be more than willing to help.”
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The latest issue of the GOWM Newsletter - In The Know is now available.  It touches on cross Whitehall business and agendas in the West Midlands.  Read more…
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The England Rural PMI® (Purchasing Managers’ Index®) Report is produced by Markit Economics on behalf of  Defra.

The report features original survey data collected from a representative panel of private sector companies based in rural areas and operating in both manufactur​ing and service sectors. Read more…
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New power for parish councils to boost affordable rural housing – Announcement – read more…
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   NATURAL ENGLAND - CORPORATE PLAN 2010 – 2011
“Our Corporate Plan 2010 – 2011 describes 35 targets that we will deliver next year to achieve our outcomes and objectives. Our targets respond to the full range of government policies and programmes, in particular those within the Defra family.

The document sets out in detail the specific activities, resources and partnerships we will pursue in order to achieve these targets. It also describes what we will do to build our capacity as an environmental leader and support our staff in their delivery and development.” Read more…
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WELCOME TO GROW YOUR OWN POTATOES                        “A project that teaches primary aged children about potatoes. With almost 1 million primary school children benefiting from this classroom experience linked to the UK curricula, children learn how potatoes grow and how they fit in to a healthy balanced diet. All you have to do is register your school to receive a free potato growing kit, use the supporting lesson plans and worksheets and for a chance to win fabulous prizes for your school, enter the competition once you have harvested.”
http://www.potatoesforschools.org.uk/
Back to the top
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

ACCESS NEWSLETTER

Issue 45 30 March 2010

Coastal Access — Natural England’s Scheme approved by
the Secretary of State

Section 298 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 requires Natural England to set out in
a scheme the approach it will take in delivering coastal access. Following an extensive
consultation process which ended on 5 February 2010, Natural England finalised its Scheme
and submitted it to the Secretary of State for approval. The Scheme was approved on 23
March and, as required by the Act, has now been laid before Parliament (on 25 March).

The Scheme explains the principles Natural England will adopt in reaching a conclusion as to
how the long-distance route and the boundary of the coastal margin should be aligned on a
particular section of the coast. It includes the steps that will be taken to consult with all those
with a relevant interest in affected land as well as stakeholders and other interested parties
and the approach that will be applied in a wide variety of situations, both in terms of land types
and land uses.

You can view the approved Scheme on Natural England’s website at:
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NE269

Formal approval of the Scheme from the Secretary of State means that it is now possible for
Natural England to begin work on implementing the first stages of the English coastal path.

The Secretary of State has announced that the intention is to introduce the first of the new right
of coastal access on a short stretch of the English coast between Weymouth and Lulworth
Cove in Dorset. Weymouth Bay is the Olympic sailing venue and Natural England will work
with Dorset County Council to deliver the new and improved access on this stretch of coast in
time for the Olympic sailing events in 2012.

Implementation is also expected to start in 5 other areas in 2011 — Cumbria, East Riding, Kent,
Norfolk and Somerset.

If you have any queries on the above, please email us at: coastal.access@defra.gsi.gov.uk

!

defra
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Welcome to the Localise West Midlands newsletter
Spring 2010!

Apologies for missing a newsletter in winter 2010, but we hope any curiosities about
what we were up to you were satisfied by our website — soon to be revamped thanks to
the government’s Future Jobs Fund.

LWM have been making waves over the last few months with our local and regional
Green New Deal agenda - including working with Birmingham City Council on a scheme
described by one campaigning contact as ‘Kirklees' with bells on’.

Meanwhile, in terms of the wider agenda, the general election is fast approaching with
little to persuade us that any of the major parties will challenge economic vested
interests, consumption or advocate meaningful local control. All show a lack of
willingness to challenge tabloid assumptions on the need for massive public spending
cuts, and a curiously incomplete commitment to ‘the local’.

Whilst Labour have introduced ‘localism’ initiatives such as local involvement in
delivering public services and Conservatives demonstrate localism in their ‘open source
planning’ green paper, the realm of subjects seen by all except the Green Party as
suitable for public engagement seems, as ever, to stop short of economic development.

Localise West Midlands is interested in developing thinking around the connections and
the differences between ‘localism’ and ‘localisation’. In the mainstream approach,
economic power quietly continues its centralist trajectory behind a facade of community
involvement in privatised public services.

Solutions we need to consider include re-mutualisation, exposing the influence of vested
interests and a commitment to intelligent public spending.
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Green New Deal Birmingham

LWM’s involvement in developing and delivering a £40million
renewables-retrofitting project that aims to create local jobs, training
and manufacturing opportunities across Birmingham...

This has probably been the most exciting project and biggest
achievement for Localise WM since we began in 2002. Following
on from the national Green New Deal report initiated by Colin
Hines, LWM coordinated promotion and activities on regional
implementation of Green New Deal ideas: namely, tackling the
recession, climate change and energy prices together by using
public money and new financing mechanisms to deliver energy
efficiency and renewables schemes, such as retrofitting housing
stock and businesses.

LWM was then commissioned, with local energy consultancy Encraft, to develop a
business plan for a groundbreaking Be Birmingham GND initiative: a £40 million retrofit
project starting as a pilot across four areas of Birmingham. This innovative project will offer
whole house energy efficiency retrofits and solar photovoltaic installations at economic
costs to private householders across the city, and is designed specifically to create jobs
and business opportunities for local firms. The scheme is the first major project in the UK
to use the 'feed in tariff' (a payment to householders/private operators for renewables
contributions to the grid) as a mechanism to scale up installations, to enable domestic
renewables across the social spectrum, and hopefully to become self-funding right across
the city.

True to its roots in Localise WM and our founder
Colin Hines’ thinking, the Birmingham Green New
Deal emphasises the development of local supply
chains - fitting, supplying and manufacturing -

enterprises with training schemes. So there will be
jobs created in local enterprise that meets local
needs - good for redistribution and local economic
empowerment as well as fuel poverty, energy
security and low carbon economic development - a
contrast to recent news such as the corporate
takeover of Cadburys and to reliance on volatile
inward investment.

Of course the proof of the pilot is in the delivery, and
scaling up could be undermined if unimaginative
central government attitudes to the use of public
money as an investment for the future — even in the

like this — lead to cuts in seed funding for initiatives
like this or lack of political commitment to the feed-in
tariff. Maintaining pressure on the political parties to
acknowledge the importance of clever, responsible
public spending and initiatives to harness private
investment for public benefit is crucial.

particularly through small local businesses and social

face of private investors queuing up to fund initiatives
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GND regional...

As well as our work in Birmingham, LWM has initiated plenty of other GND activity
regionally. With our input, Sustainability West Midlands held a mini-summit for economic
development officers looking at opportunities to tackle worklessness and the need for CO2
cuts together. Colin Hines gave an excellent and passionate presentation, which, from the
feedback, proved more exciting than many such seminars and generated a lot of interest
and enthusiasm. A meeting on financing for localised energy projects was held including
presentations from fund managers and energy funding specialists, and discussion with
senior finance staff from local authority and housing organisations to look into the viability
of these funding mechanisms. A DVD of the presentations was also produced that can be
used in other areas of the UK.

We also helped instigate a regional focus group on
GND under the West Midlands Economic Inclusion

Extending Localisation

The ongoing Extending
Localisation research project is
revealing the true potential
obtainable in relocalising supply
chains...

The Extending Localisation Research
Project is now in rapid development, as
the Future Jobs Fund has permitted the
establishment of a full time Research
Officer position. The project has
advanced from a first stage report,
published December 2008, and the
trends, good practice, opportunities and
recommendations identified by this initial
study are being further scrutinised and
developed into chapters.

Panel, to discuss how climate change and the
recession could be tackled together in the region.
The group included representatives from housing
association, local authority, regional development
agency and private sector organisations. This group
recommended creation of a post with the duty to
identify and communicate good practice in the green
economy, identify and distribute information on
funding and other initiatives, and develop
coordination of activity in relation to reducing
worklessness. The region’s low carbon task force is
also addressing GND concepts with Sustainability
West Midlands acting as champion on this level.

The first draft of the food chapter is now
almost complete. As well as identifying
overarching national and regional
strategies, detailed research has been
conducted surrounding public food
procurement, social and private
enterprise, local support agencies and
grassroots initiatives. This research has
revealed a wealth of diverse policies and
initiatives, culminating in a set of
recommendations designed to roll out the
benefits relocalisation across the region.

One sterling example of the overarching
benefits procured from local food is the
24Carrots farmers market, established
by the residents of the Birmingham
Jewellery Quarter in July 2009. The
purpose of the farmers market is not only
to promote local food but also community

3





cohesion by offering volunteering
opportunities and providing an outlet for
produce grown by local allotment owners
and school growing projects. The
eventual goal is for the market to become
a fully, self-funding social enterprise, with
all surpluses being re-invested back into
the development of the market and the
improvement of the area for the benefit of
the community.

RMERS! MARKET

The market now boasts a directory of 41
stallholders and has a strong presence on
facebook, twitter and foursquare.

Their success is proof that farmers
markets can act as an important local tool
in promoting sustainability and cohesion,
rather than being the folly of the affluent
middle classes as perceived by many.
Research suggests that this community
led operation is replicable by other such
markets in their set up and running.

The manufacturing chapter of the project
is now also well under way, again
revealing that while the majority of
manufacturing is based within global
markets and supply chains, there is huge
potential to maximise the use of local
resources to meet local needs and to
support sustainable enterprise globally by
the shape of our regional economic
development.

In past issues of this newsletter we have
featured the National Industrial
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Symbiosis Programme’ (NISP), which
identifies and uses synergies between
traditionally separate industries to
improve resource efficiency and minimise
waste across all types of industrial
resources. This concept is entering the
mainstream now with commitments to
‘sustainable consumption and production’
for the new regional structures; but an
approach that goes further to strengthen
diversity and resilience in economic
development is the Distributed
Economies? (DE) model - developed by
the International Institute for Industrial
Environmental Economics in Sweden —
which networks SMEs to make use of
local assets, skills and markets to create
a locally relevant economy. Economies of
scale are achieved through networking
rather than through multinational supply
chains and ownership. This approach is
one of several that merit greater attention
in the region.

We hope within the next few months to
have updated Extending Localisation
progress on our website, making it
available to the wider public.

Supermarkets and
Planning

As a member of Planners Network UK,
LWM organised an event for its members
and some campaigning representatives to
discuss retail/supermarket planning. The
objectives of the meeting were to share
information on the current state of
supermarket planning and campaigning,
what can be done to protect local retalil
diversity, and what help communities and
campaign groups need; and to identify
how PNUK members can help: advise,
influence teaching programmes, help with
independent impact assessment,
research, policy work.

! hitp://www.nisp.org.uk/
2 hitp://www.delabs.org/






The meeting produced a list of potential
research topics for PhDs and other
academic use, including retail and job
impacts of supermarkets which are rarely
tracked after a store opens; definitions of
competition; and analysis of supply chain
elements to support economic diversity.
PNUK’s academic members have
circulated these to students and
colleagues whilst participants from a
campaigning background have been
developing materials to help communities
use local development frameworks and
the new retail planning policies to
influence better local retail planning.

LWM is keen to develop activities on the
planning agenda, particularly in the light
of recent and future changes to the
planning system and the sad demise last
year of the Neighbourhood Initiatives
Foundation which delivered ‘Planning For

Questioning inflation
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Real for decades, helping people to
understand and be involved in decisions
in their communities. Our involvement in

FOE'’s exemplary “Power Up” training
event has reinforced our understanding of
planning’s role in community power and
social and environmental justice. We will
be identifying our own role in pursuing a
better planning system during 2010.

As we approach the General Elections the main political
parties are still invoking the great recession of the 1930s as
the point of obvious comparison for the current economic
downturn. Recently Labour commentators have reminded us
of 1937, when they say the Roosevelt Administration

withdrew stimulus spending too quickly. The Tories are
supposedly risking the same mistake in 2010.

However this crisis is different to the 1930s in decisive
respects. The most important is that in the 1930s we had
deflation. Food and energy prices had been falling for most of
the inter-war period. That had been the cause of the
employers seeking to cut miners' wages at the time of the
General Strike in 1926. But today food and energy prices
have been edging upwards except at the most critical months
of the banking crisis. Although speculation has been part of it,
the main reason is that global population growth has since

put huge pressure on global resources.

There is an underlying inflationary push even during the
current economic downturn right across the world. As yet that
push is not currently as serious as it was two years ago. But
the debt crisis and its possible impact on the currencies of the

countries that cannot feed themselves (like us) do have the
potential to become very serious indeed. But in any event
carefully gauged attempts to navigate us out of the current
mess will require a careful and sustained management of

inflation.





Localise West Midlands, March 2010

LWM has continued work on inflation during the last year. We have long argued that the
UK inflation indices are probably the poorest in the G7. We have called on the UK
Statistics Authority to remodel our inflation indices so that we can see how inflation is
being felt in the regions and for different parts of the social spectrum. The Authority is
supposed to be undertaking an initial review of inflation statistics between now and the

autumn.

In 2009 we begun circulating a monthly
alternative inflation report that we sent to
some of the interests, which we hope will
work with us later in lobbying the Statistics
Authority. In working on these reports we
have begun to look at what an inflation index
for the West Midlands would look like. We
have also noted how inflation indices in
other G7 countries, like the US and
Germany, are showing up and could
facilitate a path to fitting higher food and
energy costs into household budgets while
still recognisably maintaining the current
standard of living. One of the most
important reasons for this is that they give
housing a significant weight in the inflation
basket. The containment of housing inflation
that this usually prompts has resulted in
some room for manoeuvre that we do not
have here in the UK where we almost
delight in house price inflation.
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In 2010, as the Statistics Authority begin their review of the inflation statistics we plan to

move our campaign up through the gears.
Andrew Lydon

Digbeth Community Land

Trust

All has been quiet for a few months on
the Digbeth Community Land Trust for
which we are working in partnership with
Accord Housing, Birmingham FOE and
others. In the autumn we produced a
prospectus for the development detailed
not only the physical proposals and
design elements, but the legal and
financial structures and business plan.

This follows Accord’s development of a
legal and financial model that allows for
a mutual home ownership society as
another ‘tier’ to the community land trust
itself to ensure more of a co-ownership
approach with asset locks to prevent de-
mutualisation. On the back of this
progress meetings are due shortly with
the Homes & Communities Agency and
Council representatives to discuss access
to the land.






New faces at LWM...

Public thanks to Audrey Miller, who has
left LWM’s steering group due to other
pressures on her time, and to Michael
Whithouse, who remains on the steering
group but has ended his stint as our
treasurer as his understandably more
exciting involvements in care farming and
community projects are taking over his
free time. Happily we have no fewer than
four new people joining our steering
group in various roles:

Jackie Milton, another certified
accountant, is taking over Michael’s role
as our Treasurer. Jackie is also treasurer

for Fordhall Farm and so has a good
understanding and enthusiasm for
sustainable food and farming to
contribute to LWM as well as the ‘nuts
and bolts’ of keeping an eye on our
finances.

Sarah Longlands, who is director of
policy at the Centre for Local Economic
Strategies, is joining our steering group;

her experience at CLES will be invaluable
to us as will her background in economic
development.

Jon Stevens, formerly of Birmingham
Co-operative Housing Services, brings a
hefty history of involvement in co-
operatives and community organisation,
and has initially taken on responsibility for
our consultancy development as a way of
getting to know us.

Max Krafchik is a partner in a small
consultancy firm with a background in
public sector children and young people’s
services, social policy and local
employment projects in the West
Midlands. He was keen to contribute
something on a voluntary basis in the
region and has taken on a
board/coordinator liaison role for LWM
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Meanwhile, thanks to the Future Jobs
Fund, even LWM’s ‘staff body’ (previously
consisting of Karen!) has increased by
two — a communications officer and an
Extending Localisation research officer,
both seconded to us by our landlord,
Birmingham Friends of the Earth. They
will both be with us for a maximum of six
months. It's great to have new colleagues
in the LWM office:

Feryal Igbal has been recruited to work
on our communications, with a remit to
improve our website and other design —
including future versions of this
newsletter.

Anna Watson is our Research Officer
and has been ploughing through the
amassed Extending Localisation research
to date, filling in gaps and writing up.
Anna was formerly a graduate apprentice
with Groundwork, conducting a voluntary
placement at Dudley Council working with
sustainability officers.

LWM’s consultancy offer

Over the years we’ve had the opportunity
to be involved in some brilliant projects
through our consultancy — the Green New
Deal, Birmingham’s sustainable
procurement compact and evaluating
Friends of the Earth’s Power Up event
being obvious examples — but we felt it
was time to take a closer look at what we
can and could deliver to maximise the
opportunities for strong local supply
chains, money flow and sense of place in
the region in a way that also meets public
and other sector needs through a clearer
consultancy offer. To do this we're
assessing areas of common ground
between the localisation and local
government agendas, associate skills
audit and recruitment, organisational
priorities and promotional materials.





Putting a cap on CAP

LWM recently signed up to an exciting
new European food sovereignty initiative:
‘European Food Declaration: towards
a healthy, sustainable, fair and
mutually supportive Common
Agriculture and Food Policy’.

The declaration outlines the beliefs of
many organisations and individuals that
are working towards a fairer, more
inclusive and sustainable food system

In recent years wide range of renewed
activities, such as increasing local food
production, local markets, local
procurement, seed swaps and so on has
been emerging and growing across
Europe. However, grassroots activities
and local movements will not enough to
create a sustainable new European
farming framework, with the current
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
dominating agricultural activity.

The European Food Declaration aims to
build a broad coalition of groups at the
European level to challenge the current
CAP and send a strong message to
decision meakers who are now inititating
the political process towadrs CAP
2013.The vision is, to keep the global
‘competitiveness’ of Europe’s food
industry as the chief objective of Europe’s
CAP.

Presently The European Food
Declaration aims to collect as many
signatures within our different networks
as possible.

Sign up here and partake in the food
revolution!
http://www.europeanfooddeclaration.o

rg/who-are-we
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Guest item:

Think Local Walsall

A trend for local authority based ‘think
local’ projects such as seen in Lichfield
and Sandwell continues with Think
Walsall...

Think Walsall is
a commitment \WWalsall
made by Walsall

Council to

influence and maximise the benefits of
regeneration and procurement for the
people and communities of Walsall in
terms of:

= Using local labour wherever possible

= Using local supply chains wherever
possible

» Training and developing the local
workforce

The Think Walsall team was established
in November 2009 and since then have
been working in a co-ordinated
partnership approach on the three
priorities of: economic development,
protecting the environment  and
supporting social cohesion.

The people and communities of Walsall
are assured they will receive the
maximum economic, social and
environmental benefits from all
investment coming into the borough.
Support will be offered to help deliver
these priorities and add value to your
business. Commitment to these priorities
is demonstrated through a Think Walsall
Charter.

Over the coming weeks Think Walsall will
be building communications with local
businesses and partners to identify
opportunities.

For more information call 01922 653246
or email: ThinkWalsall@walsall.gov.uk






Advice on Food Co-ops

Interested in setting up a food co-op or
buying group as a way to address access
to food; food security; food miles; health
and well being; community; and fair
shares for farmers and growers? Food
Co-ops can help. Sustain - the Alliance
for Better Food and Farming, have
appointed a dedicated adviser to support
the development of consumer food co-
ops in the West Midlands as part of the
Making Local Food Work Programme.
Food Co-ops offer free advice to existing
co-ops or help to establish new ones.

If you want to set up a food co-op or know
of any in your area, then please get in
touch with Pete Norton on 07974 447905
or email pete@sustainweb.org.

Tackling Vested
Interests in Politics

An excellent new Political Cleanup
campaign website has been launched
following UK government failure to act on
the recommendations of the Public Affairs
Select Committee and pass legislation to
curb corporate lobbying. Organisers say
"Unless this underhand activity is more
widely recognised and condemned,
beneficial work will struggle for
recognition in the political world and this
bodes ill for the future". (Jan 2010)

http://political-cleanup.org/

Localise West Midlands, March 2010

Light relief..?

A bus, half full of bishops and half full of
economists, is travelling along a windy
road in some very high mountains.
Suddenly the driver misjudges, disaster
strikes and the bus plunges off the road,
and starts its long, thundering descent
over the edge of the cliff.

The bishops are terrified. They are by
turns panicking and praying desperately.
Then they notice that the economists are
sitting calmly in their seats. "Why on earth
are you so calm? We're plunging to
certain death at the bottom of this cliff!"
the bishops say to the economists.

"Well, it's obvious" say the economists,
"there's such a clear need for parachutes
right now that surely the market will
provide them". (anon)

Would you like to join LWM as a supporter or member?

LWM is considering our core offer and structure. We’d be interested in views from those
who regularly read our newsletter and are familiar with our activities: would you or your
organisation be happy join LWM as a ‘supporter’ paying a small regular fee? What
publications or resources would you like from us in return for this? If we develop a wider
LWM membership structure with the ability to vote on board membership and other issues
at annual general meetings, would you be interested in this? Let us know what appeals to
you.






Localise West Midlands, March 2010

About LWM...

Localise West Midlands is a not-for-profit think-tank, campaign
group and consultancy, which promotes localisation for social,
environmental and economic benefit.

We aim to promote the greater use of localisation to benefit society, economic
wellbeing and environmental justice. By localisation we mean local trade, decision-
making and money flow.

We undertake research and projects to change policy and practice in line with this
approach, and raise awareness of the benefits amongst decision makers and the
general public. Our work fits mainly into the themes of finance, regeneration, local
food, energy, retail and housing.

LWM was set up in 2002 by a group of individuals who were keen to propose
solutions, as a positive response to what is currently going wrong in economics.
Our West Midlands focus is intended to make use the region’s geographical
balance of urban and rural; and also to encourage democratic accountability and a
people-centred approach amongst regional bodies. However we also look beyond
the region, seeking to catalyse ideas across the UK and to make links with
organisations all over the world working on a similar agenda.

There are opportunities to get involved in LWM as a volunteer, an associate, a
Board member or as part of the steering group. For more information see our
website as below.

Loca I ise Localise West Midlands
The Warehouse

54-57 Allison Street

Digbeth

Birmingham

B5 5TH

Tel: 0121 685 1155
Fax: 0121 643 3122
Email: info@localisewestmidlands.org.uk
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer


CONTENTS


General
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General 


		The Budget and the Third Sector 



		Key issues

		NCVO overview >>

Office of the Third Sector overview >>





		Implications for organisations

		The recession has had the effect of pushing the Total Place concept which should provide opportunities for the voluntary & community sector:


Download Total Place report (pdf) >>







		VCS manifestos



		BASSAC’s challenge to policymakers “Social Justice for Communities”

Read more online >>

New Philanthropy Capital - “Manifesto for Social Impact”


Download manifesto (pdf) >>







		DH policy document on Wellbeing 



		Key issues

		The Department of Health has produced New Horizons, the policy framework for creating wellbeing for all:


Download the framework (pdf) >>





		Implications for organisations 

		In the introduction, Phil Hope, Minister for Care Services, states - “It marks a big step forward in the Government’s New Horizons vision for mental health, and opens the  second front’ in our campaign – improving the mental health and well-being of the population as a whole, and not just of individuals experiencing illness.”


In other words, although a Department of Health document, the policy framework will be of interest to many voluntary organisations and community groups who do not work on health or social care issues, but whose work contributes to building healthy, sustainable communities.








		Local Strategic Partnerships and Local Area Agreements 



		Key issues

		CLG has published a long term evaluation report of LSPs and LAAs:


Download report (pdf) >>





		Related topic

		Oxfam have published a research report on women in LSPs:


Download report (pdf) >>







		Volunteer Matters 



		On 24th March, Civil Society magazine reported the launch of the Prime Minister’s ‘compulsory youth volunteering vision’


Read more online >>





		The Cabinet Office had announced the launch of the pilot project the day before, with a slightly different headline - ‘Prime minister launches world class youth offer’ 


Read more online >>





		Grants awarded to enable disabled people to take part in volunteering were announced on 26th March


Read more online >>

In the West Midlands, West Mercia Police were awarded £5,000 to help them purchase specialist equipment for disabled volunteers, for example, dictaphones, special telephones, Braille signs and customised keypads.  As can be seen, the programme is focused on supporting volunteers, not necessarily voluntary organisations.  






		Volunteering England is in receipt of a Capacitybuilders grant, and will be launching a campaign in June to encourage organisations to invest more resources in volunteer management.   VE will also be launching a new website which will give links to its own resources microsite as well as other organisations’ websites.   VE produce practical resources which are designed to support volunteer managers but will be useful to other parts of the organisation.


www.volunteering.org.uk/resources/EVM







		Rural Matters 



		CLG has announced a £4m package to help rural communities buy and run local pubs.  The measure is intended to save local pubs in order to retain community spirit. 


Read more online >>

It is suggested that pubs could offer other services such as shops and post office counters, many of which have closed down in villages and towns; offering a range of services that fill the gap left by shop and post office closures could be a good way of including groups who do not drink for religious, cultural or health reasons which would help build community cohesion in rural areas.   BME communities in rural areas are often overlooked, and their needs consequently missed out by policymakers. 


Click here to read an excerpt >> from Rural attitudes towards people from BME communities and consequences for mental health.
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Funding & Resources 


		Strand C - Volunteer management skills bursary programme open



		Key issues

		Strand C of the Volunteer Management programme, which provides training bursaries, opened on Monday 22nd March.  


www.capacitybuilders.org.uk/vmpskills





		Guidance Notes from the introductory section

		Eligibility


To apply for a bursary you must:


· manage volunteers in England 


· meet the accrediting body criteria for entry to the chosen level of programme


· have your application endorsed by your current ‘line manager’  i.e. you will require formal permission from your organisation to participate and, when appropriate, they must be willing to meet any related expenses such as travel and subsistence.


Prioritisation


To help ensure a fair and reasonable distribution of bursaries, particularly if we encounter very high demand, Capacitybuilders may choose to prioritise applications against some or all of the following criteria:


· The number of volunteers that the applicant manages  

· The sector that the applicant works within  

· The number of bursaries that an individual organisation will benefit from*   

· The spread of bursaries across the nine Government Office regions  

· The spread of bursaries across organisations working in different fields and with diverse communities. 





		Action points and key dates

		The deadline for applications is Monday 24th May 2010.   





		NAO Guide to Successful Commissioning 



		Key issues

		Click here to view the Successful Commissioning Toolkit >>





		Implications for organisations

		It is useful for the VCS to be aware of practical information and resources produced to help the public sector work better with the VCS. 






		Other points

		All three major political parties have indicated they would considering chunking up commissions to enable VCS organisations to tender for commissions:


Read more online >>

The Conservative party have also stated they would issue longer term contracts:


Read more online >>

Unfortunately, the message from the party’s central office does not seem to have trickled down to the local level everywhere:


Read more online >>

An event on commissioning from the Third Sector is due to take place in Birmingham.  We do not have details at the moment, but will post them as soon as we do have them. 


More information online >>
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RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.
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