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Connecting Rural Communities in the Digital Age – The Staffordshire County Showground, Tuesday 16.03.10
Evaluation Summary
	
	44 replies from 95 attendees


	Not everyone commented on all questions.  Below is a summary of percentage

	1
	Intro by Chair
	62% gave good or excellent rating

	2
	Facilitation
	90% gave good or excellent rating

	3
	Key Note Speaker – Dan Norris MP
	83% gave satisfactory or good rating

	4
	Welsh Assembly Deep Rural Project - Terri Thomas
	80% gave good or excellent rating

	5
	Breakout Session
Young People
	61% gave good or excellent rating

	6
	Breakout Session
Business
	

	7
	Breakout Session
Broadband
	

	8
	BT Openreach – Ian Binks
	62% gave good or excellent rating

	9
	Community Media – Nic Millington
	71% gave satisfactory or good rating

	10
	Information supplied prior to the event

(invitation, booking form, directions etc)
	71% gave good or excellent rating

	11
	Location
	79% gave good or excellent rating

	12
	Venue
	90% gave good or excellent rating

	13
	Delegate Pack
	97% gave good or excellent rating

	14
	Presentations

	66% gave good or excellent rating

	15
	Organisation
	77% gave good or excellent rating

	16
	Food

	85% gave good or excellent rating

	
	Total of rating for good or excellent
	70% gave good or excellent rating

	17
	OTHER COMMENTS

· Colour handouts in pack for future reference please

· Delegate names for workshops would have been helpful, rather than colour coding.  Thought Eric Smith did a good job

· Workshops could be more interactive, not making full use of expertise, knowledge etc. of delegates

· Insufficient time, should have been a day event, could have repeated breakout sessions

· Considerable talking at, not much listening to

· Minister disappointing – lacked vision, content and knowledge

· Panel session was good, facilitator made the conference

· Good conference, need to focus on ability to deliver high-speed broadband rather than 2mbts

· Good morning, it would have been better if speakers had kept to time, the facilitator did a good job to keep this going

· Good idea to focus on one topic

· Enjoyed day, some speakers weak

· Power point presentations read off – could be more lively

· Media presentation poor, not certain what it added to the event

· Another breakout session would have been useful

· Very good day, enjoyable, learnt some new ideas

· Better signage to event within showground needed

	18
	SUGGESTIONS FOR NEXT CONFERENCE

· Planning system in rural areas – managing design, waste, roads

· Waste and energy

· Working in partnership

· Community transport

· Rural transport on demand

· Young people in rural areas

· Land use / food security

· Rural housing (affordable)

· Sustaining rural services

· Rural communities and their contribution to mitigating climate change

· Update on this 2010 promises

· Likely impact of aging population

· Lack of affordable housing for young people

· Sourcing local food & delivering from field to plate

· Engaging rural youth

· Funding play equipment in villages

· Update on Broadband

A Minister from the new Gov. to speak


