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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum 2010 / 11 Proposed Priorities 
	Issue 
	Impact the WMRAF could have
	Short term
	Medium term
	Long term
	Priority 

	Skills 
	Type of support and training available
Skills is increasingly an issue linked into the long term viability of rural communities, therefore success could be measured as prosperous and sustainable rural communities, with innovative and entrepreneurial residents developing solutions to local issues.

Outputs could include continued or improved viability of rural communities and impact of actions eg actions for reducing worklessness 


	√
	√
	√
	medium

	Broadband 
	Try to influence the support and progress in enabling faster broadband where available and removing blind spots

Broadband provision we hope will encourage economic recovery.  The forum could have a lobbying role to challenge assumptions about broadband provision and blanket information about recovery data
	√
	√
	
	Urgent 

	Access to services / transport
	Promote programmes and initiatives, lots relating to the health agenda
	
	√
	√
	

	Economic recovery
	Intelligence is key: especially more information drilled down to county level and lower e.g. the Carbon Trust only have data for business uptake of their initiatives to a regional level.

To encourage businesses and communities to utilise existing schemes, need to know who is already utilising/aware of the support and can then target accordingly.  Success could be measured in output terms by greater uptake of the schemes eg small business grants
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	Affordable housing
	
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	CAP Reform
	Influencing the outcome for the region
	√
	√
	
	Urgent

	Environment / climate change
	Protect and enhance the natural environment, balanced by innovative thinking in design, build and technology.  Link into regional Climate Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC) work.

Please also see comments under reducing carbon emissions and under extreme weather events/flooding

Success could be measured in output terms through NI 186, NI 185, and reduction targets


	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	renewable energy strategy
	Could also support economy. Influence the planning agenda, AWM grants and funding, promote grants available to rural businesses and householders etc

NB this is impacted on by national policies

A priority as an opportunity for rural business but also in terms of impact on the environment


	√
	√
	√
	Medium  

	reduce carbon emissions, energy use
	identify gaps/opportunities, support in general terms and ensure rural stakeholders are looked after and represented

A priority as an opportunity for rural business but also in terms of impact on the environment

Success could be measured in output terms through use of baseline eg being developed by Shropshire LSP on CO2 emissions


	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	Water resources-particularly or agriculture and horticulture
	awareness raising , influencing relevant funding streams e.g RDPE and representing views of rural stakeholders, particularly land based sector
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	biodiversity
	continue to champion
	
	√
	√
	

	Extreme weather events

/flooding
	Understand the issues around flooding / all types of extreme weather events and represent the interests of rural stakeholders


	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	promoting/inputting to wood-fuel supply chain development
	promoting/ inputting to wood-fuel supply chain development and to influencing urban - rural green infrastructure networks and linkage. These link economic and environment agendas and also are part of the climate change agenda

eg promoting Renewable Heat Incentive/responding to consultation

	√
	√
	
	High 

	increase the  regulatory impact on land use in order to protect ‘public’ resources
	Such as aquifers, river water abstractions, wind, high grade agricultural land, floodplains for flood storage. etc…  These have both significant potential costs to rural communities ( users of land) as well as potential economic returns in the way of ‘Public goods’
	
	
	
	

	Bovine TB 
	Influence approach to dealing with issue and identifying ways farmers could be assisted
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	Halting biodiversity loss
	
	√
	√

	√
	High 

	Promoting a landscape scale approach to conservation to achieve a range of objectives including enhancing biodiversity
	
	
	√

	√
	High 
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