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Issue 19
This Week’s messages



5 March 2010
Hi All and welcome to the summary of WMRAF news, emails and other bits.

Hope you find it useful; please feel free to suggest changes & additions.
Thanks Becky

WMRAF Secretariat
Headlines
Your Views


Invites & other
For information  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The headlines

· More of what you said WMRAF’s priorities should be – so far…
Thank you to all those who have contributed so far.  The table below has grown, and you are expanding on the approach you feel the RAF should take.  For example, some of you felt the WMRAF should have specific priorities within the wider themes originally put forward.

None of these are agreed and I’m sure there is more to be said.  The discussion will take place at the Forum meeting following the Annual Conference on 16 March.

There is still time for you to send your thoughts ahead of the meeting to help generate discussion.  This is what you have said so far:

	Issue 
	Impact the WMRAF could have
	Short term
	Medium term
	Long term
	Priority 

	Skills 
	type of support and training available
	√
	√
	√
	

	Broadband 
	try to influence the support and progress in enabling faster broadband where available and removing blind spots


	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	Access to services / transport
	Promote programmes and initiatives, lots relating to the health agenda
	
	√
	√
	

	Economic recovery
	
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	Affordable housing
	
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	CAP Reform
	Influencing the outcome for the region
	√
	√
	
	Urgent

	Environment / climate change
	
	
	
	√
	

	renewable energy strategy
	Could also support economy. Influence the planning agenda, AWM grants and funding, promote grants available to rural businesses and householders etc
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	reduce carbon emissions, energy use
	identify gaps/opportunities, support in general terms and ensure rural stakeholders are looked after and represented
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	Water resources-particularly or agriculture and horticulture
	awareness raising , influencing relevant funding streams e.g RDPE and representing views of rural stakeholders, particularly land based sector
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	biodiversity
	continue to champion
	
	√
	√
	

	flooding
	understand the issues around flooding and represent the interests of rural stakeholders
	√
	√
	√
	Urgent 

	promoting/inputting to wood-fuel supply chain development
	promoting/ inputting to wood-fuel supply chain development and to influencing urban - rural green infrastructure networks and linkage. These link economic and environment agendas and also are part of the climate change agenda
	
	
	
	

	increase the  regulatory impact on land use in order to protect ‘public’ resources
	Such as aquifers, river water abstractions, wind, high grade agricultural land, floodplains for flood storage. etc…  These have both significant potential costs to rural communities ( users of land) as well as potential economic returns in the way of ‘Public goods’
	
	
	
	


Do you agree? Could you expand some of the reasoning? What priority order would you place these and any others? What would success look like?
If you haven’t already, then please send your thoughts about what you would like included. Please include success criteria / what impact you feel the Forum could have on the issue and whether it is short, medium or long term.  Let’s get the debate started.
Please send your thoughts to rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk before 10 March 2010 
· WMRAF Annual Conference – Last Chance to Register NOW

The Annual conference is a FREE event on 16 March 2010 at the Staffordshire County Showground; the working title is "Connecting Rural Communities in the Digital Age".

We hope it will be a great opportunity to focus on the opportunities and successes that broadband and other digital media can bring.  We will have (we hope) national representation, another country’s perspective and local examples.

Key Note Speaker is Dan Norris, Minister for Rural Affairs and Environment, followed by Terri Thomas from the Welsh Assembly Government, see full details here 

You can register now by emailing rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
· Dates of Future Meetings and Specialist Seminars
	Date
	Venue
	Specialist Seminar

	16 Mar 10
	Staffordshire County Showground - Annual Conference
	WMRAF Forum Meeting – deciding on 2010/11 priorities 14:00 to 15:30

	9 June 10
	Hood Hall, Henley In Arden
	Tbc

	29 Sept 10 
	Areley Kings Village Hall, Stourport-on-Severn
	Tbc

	8 Dec 10
	BVSC, Birmingham
	Tbc 


Back to the top
Your views please

Please see below emails that are seeking yours and your groups / community of interest views:
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[image: image2.emf]\\ WMBIRM_POOLAREA_SERVER\POOLAREA\USD\01-place\900-gowm-region\360-rural\020-wm-rural-affairs-forum\006-adminstration\newsletter\100304-Email-Call_for_Evidence_recession_recovery_crc.doc


As England has officially emerged from the recession, the Commission for Rural Communities would like to hear of your views and experiences on the sectors that are contributing to (or have the potential to contribute to) recovery and economic growth in rural areas. These will inform our report which will be presented to the new Government in early June to encourage them to take into consideration the rural aspect when formulating and implementing future economic strategies and related support mechanisms.  Read more…  
 Back to the top
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invites & other stuff
Please see below emails where you are invited to events etc…
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 Key Seminar How Should We Most Effectively Tackle Domestic Violence, Abuse and Sexual Exploitation - 28 April 2010, Leeds
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 The West Midlands – A Good Place to Grow Old” - 29 March 2010 @ Carrs Lane Church Centre Birmingham

West Midlands Later Life Forum (WMLLF) warmly invites you and your partners to participate in the first meeting of the West Midlands Later Life Assembly and the Forum's launch, now taking place on 29th March at Carrs Lane Church Centre, in Birmingham. Read more…
Back to the top
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For information

Please see below those emails that are for your information and to be shared with your community of interest:
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 RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  This includes Sustainable Economic Wellbeing in Rural Areas Report.  Read more…
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The latest update from the WMRA (February 2010) on RSS – WMRSS Update, issue 10. Click and read more…
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Press release: Announcing the launch of Broadband Delivery UK which will drive forward the Universal Service Commitment to deliver 2Mbps to every household by 2012 and will manage the spend of the £1billion Next Generation Fund to deliver next generation broadband to 90% of the country by 2017.  Read More…  
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West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum Secretariat, c/o Government Office for the West Midlands, 5 St. Philip’s Place, Colmore Row, Birmingham B3 2PW. 

Telephone: 0121 352 5371             Fax: 0121 352 5188            email: rebecca.mackay@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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Call for Evidence: Future Growth Sectors in Rural England

Dear Colleagues,


As England has officially emerged from the recession, the Commission for Rural Communities would like to hear of your views and experiences on the sectors that are contributing to (or have the potential to contribute to) recovery and economic growth in rural areas. These will inform our report which will be presented to the new Government in early June to encourage them to take into consideration the rural aspect when formulating and implementing future economic strategies and related support mechanisms.


We are particularly interested in finding out about the following:


·       What are the growth sectors in your areas?


o       Which sectors are contributing to recovery and growth? Where does the future lie?


o       What are the comparative advantages/disadvantages (skills, access to finance, access to government schemes, research and development, knowledge, infrastructure etc.)?


o       What can the Government do to support these sectors?


o       Are there any local support initiatives?


o       Can you share with us success stories? What has been the secret of their success? What support have they received (if any)? What obstacles have they faced (if any)?


o       What are the sectors that are experiencing problems?


·       What are your experiences related to the future growth sectors that were announced in recent government papers (such as low carbon economy, care sector, advanced manufacturing, life sciences, digital economy and creative industries, business and professional services etc.)?


o       Does your area have comparative advantages/ disadvantages? 


o       How can the Government help?


We would be grateful if you could e-mail us your views on the above questions and any other related issue you would like to raise by the 31st  of March 2010. 


Kind regards,

Elif Skinner

Elif Skinner
Research Assistant

Rural Economies

Commission for Rural Communities
John Dower House
Crescent Place
Cheltenham
GL50 3RA 

E-mail: elif.skinner@ruralcommunities.gov.uk
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The West Midlands – A Good Place to Grow Old” - 29 March 2010 @ Carrs Lane Church Centre Birmingham


West Midlands Later Life Forum (WMLLF) warmly invites you and your partners to participate in the first meeting of the West Midlands Later Life Assembly and the Forum's launch, now taking place on 29th March at Carrs Lane Church Centre, in Birmingham.


 


This meeting seeks to bring together older residents of the West Midlands and key older people representatives to engage in and hear how the Forum can help prepared the region for the challenges of an ageing society.  You will have the opportunity to meet the Forum's members, influence the Forum's future priorities and engage with key strategic colleagues to share practice.  A detailed agenda will be issued nearer the date.  


 


Please see the attached the invitation letter and poster for details on how to register your interest in this event.


 


Please cascade this email to other appropriate contacts and partners.

 


Thanks in advance for your support.


 


Carol Wallace
Later Life Lead Officer
Government Office for the West Midlands
Economic and Social Inclusion Team 
Economy and Organisational Development
5 St Philips Place
Colmore Row
Birmingham B3  2PW
Direct Line 0121 352 5149
Fax 0121 352 5578
Email: carol.wallace@gowm.gsi.gov.uk
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Sustaining Influence and Change


Issue 26: 26th February 2009

		Email: katherineg@rawm.co.uk 



		

		Tel: 0121 359 9114



		

		www.rawm.org.uk





PLEASE FORWARD THIS CIRCULAR TO YOUR NETWORKS


Welcome to RAWM’s bi-weekly policy e-briefing for all those interested in sustaining influence and change in the West Midlands.  This briefing aims to summarise of all the main policy developments and changes affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups in the West Midlands.  If you have information you would like to contribute to the e-briefing, please contact Katherine Gordon, Policy Coordinator on 0121 359 9114 or email katherineg@rawm.co.uk.  RAWM welcomes any constructive feedback regarding this fortnightly policy e-briefing. 


Sustaining Influence and Change is a three year workstream within RAWM, funded by the Big Lottery BASIS programme >> and aims to build the capacity of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations by providing support that will allow the sector to be more effective in regional policy work and engagement.  One such example is through regional policy fora which provide opportunities to work together on policy issues of regional importance.

Sharon Palmer


Chief Executive Officer
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General 


		West Midlands Third Sector Strategic Forum - one week left to get your voting code



		Key issues

		There is one week left for organisations to obtain voting codes to vote for the Members of the new West Midlands Third Strategic Forum.  


It is up to the voluntary & community sector to choose the 17 Members from the 27 candidates vying for the seats.    You can view the candidates on -


http://WMThirdSectorStrategicForum.ning.com





		Implications for organisations

		The WMTSSF will be engaging with and seeking to influence the Joint Strategy & Investment Board whose policy and investment decisions will impact significantly on many aspects of our sector’s work.  






		Action points and key dates

		Voting can be done online or by post.   You must obtain a voting code first - this is our way of checking your organisation’s eligibility to vote:


1) Your organisation must be a voluntary organisation, community group or social enterprise, whether or not it is registered as a charity or community limited by guarantee


2) The organisation must have its head office or an operating base in the West Midlands 


Final date to obtain voting codes is Friday 5th March. 


The 17 candidates will be selected using a ranking method.   


The voting window is Tuesday 9th - Friday 12th March 2010. 


The Forum members will be announced on the Ning site and RAWM website during week commencing Monday 15th March 2010. 


For a voting code, contact Hardeep Singh at hardeeps@rawm.co.uk or telephone: 0121 359 9117.  


Please note: Public sector bodies, quangos, and groups controlled or led by public authorities (eg, Leisure Trusts, Social Enterprise spin-outs, etc) are not eligible to vote although the Ning site is open for anyone to join.  





		Union concern about adverse impact of contract culture on VCS



		Key issues

		The public sector union Unite has expressed concern about the harsh environment created for the voluntary sector by the contracting culture -


Read more online >>.






		Implications for organisations

		Within the VCS, there are mixed views on whether contracting damages or benefits organisations.   It can compel organisations to conduct root and branch reviews to ensure their objectives, strategies and policies are all sound, which is not necessarily a bad thing, especially as all organisations will need to work harder to justify funding from any source.   


It may be argued that unions have an interest in ensuring pay and conditions do not further deteriorate in the VCS as this will impact adversely on public sector workers. 


 





		CLG says charities should lobby councils for change 



		Key issues

		Communities Secretary John Denham is urging VCS groups to use local scrutiny panels to make local authorities accountable for funding and resourcing, as well as the council policies that lead to funding decisions.  


Read more online >>.






		Implications for organisations

		Voluntary organisations and community groups should take note of the suggestion that they could be legally obliged to attend scrutiny panels.   The Government will need to compel local authorities to pay backfill costs if key staff are required to attend meetings, especially if they do not directly benefit from attending.


Since a large part of Local Authority services are delivered in order to achieve centrally determined policy objectives, VCS umbrella and infrastructure bodies must continue to campaign and lobby central Government to ensure the public sector creates an environment for a thriving third sector


Download OTS briefing note (pdf) >>.


     





		Audit Commission urge for greater collaboration 



		Key issues

		The Audit Commission has published its Comprehensive Area Assessment review, and concluded that -


“... councils, the police, NHS, business and voluntary organisations all need to learn from each other and work more closely together if they are to improve services and increase value for money...”


Read more online >>

Organisations can see how their locality has performed by clicking here >>.








		Volunteer Matters 



		NCVO has issued its manifesto calling for workers to be given 5 days paid leave to undertake voluntary work - read more online >>.






		The national office of YMCA is suing the chair of a local YMCA branch for unpaid pension contributions.  Local branches pay contributions to a pension schemes administered by the national body; the particular branch in question fell behind with its contributions, leaving trustees with joint and several personal liability for the debt.  

Read more online >>.


This story not only demonstrates how crucial it is for people to understand their legal responsibilities before volunteering to become trustees, but also the need for organisations to incorporate if they employ staff, rent buildings or land, take on substantial contracts, etc.  






		A volunteer in a health charity is demanding an apology for comments made about him in emails.  

Read more online >>.


Apart from being a lesson in how not to treat workers (paid or unpaid), VCS organisations should take note of the fact the complainant had a legal right to access the derogatory emails under the Data Protection Act 1998. 


Organisations must ensure they have sound volunteer policies and management practices as more people are encouraged or compelled to undertake volunteering. 








		Rural Matters 



		Rural Services Network has urged the public sector to consider the third sector when thinking of service delivery.

Read more online >>.






		Globe Regeneration and Rural Innovation has produced a report on promoting sustainable economic wellbeing in rural areas - 

Download report (pdf) >>.






		The London School of Economics (LSE) has stated that the Equality Bill poses a serious threat to rural communities.


Read more online >>.
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Funding & Resources 


		Compact Voice guidance  



		Compact Voice has produced guidance on using the Compact to ensure they are not subject to unfair treatment, particularly in a period of funding cuts when public bodies may disregard Compact Principles.  


Download Compact guidance (pdf) >>
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 Events


		User Led Organisations event 



		A regional learning event on User Led Organisations is being held at Jury’s Inn, Broad Street, Birmingham on Monday 8th March 2010.    The day-long event is free.  


For information click here >> or to book, please contact Jacqui Walcott at the Department of Health, GOWM: Dhwm.events@dh.gsi.gov.uk.







		Access to Volunteering 



		A West Midlands information event on the OTS Access to Volunteering Fund is being held on Monday 22nd March, 10.00-11.30am, at Maple House, Corporation Street, Birmingham.  


http://www.accesstovolunteering.org/





		Volunteering Fund ~ pre-application information event 



		Ecotec, the Accountable Body for the DH Volunteering Fund, is holding their West Midlands pre-application information seminar on Tuesday 23rd March 2010, 1-4pm, Carrs Lane Centre, Birmingham. 


To book your place on the event or other regional events, or for more information on the


Volunteering Fund visit the website www.volunteeringfund.com.  There is also some information on the RAWM site >>. .








RAWM also produces a monthly generic bulletin for its members which includes details of resources and opportunities available for VCS groups.  For more information on RAWM membership, click on the link below.


		©2009 Regional Action West Midlands
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KEY SEMINAR IN LEEDS ON A MAJOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL POLICY AND 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ISSUE AFFECTING FAMILIES, ADULTS AND CHILDREN


HOW SHOULD WE MOST EFFECTIVELY TACKLE


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 


ABUSE AND SEXUAL EXPLOITATION


-  CHALLENGING CULTURE AND ATTITUDES 


-  ERADICATING THE SILO MENTALITY


Wednesday 28 April,  2010      


 -   Queen’s Hotel,  Leeds

     

		Contributors include        


         Keith Lawrance,  Alcohol and Violent Crime Delivery Manager,  Safer Leeds Partnership

         Carmel Napier,   Deputy Chief Constable,  Gwent Police 


         Jill Maddison,  Director, Family Justice Court,  Croydon 


         Caroline Marsh,  Regional Director of Offender Management for the North West

         Girijamba Polubothu,  Shakti Women’s Aid,  Edinburgh 


         Ippo Panteloudakis,  Phoneline Coordinator,  Respect



        Caroline Marsh,  Director of Offender Management for the North West

         Cheryl Shackleton,  Director Designate,  Centre for Public Policy Seminars

         Senior Representatives   :     Government

                                                               Probation Service

                                                               Academy





Issues covered 

         How best can we deliver an effective, radical, national plan on domestic violence?

         How best can we learn across the jurisdictions of these islands?

         How best can we deliver the most effective local multi-agency approach?


         How can we increase reporting and reducing repeat incidences?


         Do we properly see domestic violence as both a serious crime and a fundamental social ill?


         How can voluntary bodies work in partnership with the statutory agencies to change the culture?


         How do we support victims and manage perpetrators through effective multi-agency working?


         How are the police working with other agencies?  :  MARACs and a national database


         What lessons can be learned from Europe’s first Integrated Family Justice Centre?

         How can Probation deal most effectively with perpetrators within the community?


         How do we meet NOMS targets accredited by the Correction Service Accreditation Panel?


         How should we best tackle domestic violence and abuse in minority cultures and communities?


         Walking the Tightrope  :  How should we best work with men experiencing domestic violence?


         The Broken Rainbow  :  How can we tackle needs of those experiencing domestic violence in LGBT relationships?


         Where can we hope to be in ten years time?

How to Book

To see the full programme, speaker biographies, venue information and booking details   Click Here

There are discounts for voluntary and community organisations and for block bookings.


Please Note

Any problems, please contact the Office on 01422 845004 or email seminars@cppseminars.org.uk.



_1141558865.doc
[image: image1.png]west midlands rural affairs forum
the rural voice in the region








