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WEST MIDLANDS RURAL AFFAIRS FORUM

JOB DESCRIPTION: VICE CHAIRS

The West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum speaks up for rural people and places. Our purpose is to do all we can to ensure that the needs and aspirations of West Midland’s rural communities are taken into account in local, regional and national decision-making.

Purpose of the Job: To support the Chair in providing leadership and advocacy for the Rural Affairs Forum.  
Role and Remit: Vice Chairs will be full members of the Forum.  They will represent the Forum at regional and sub-regional events and, when called upon to do so, deputise for the Chair across the range of duties. The Chair and Vice Chairs will agree between themselves how the workload will be allocated.  They will support the Chair, with induction of new members. 
Eligibility: Nominees for the Office of Vice-Chair can be Forum members or suitable candidates from the Regional stakeholder community nominated by Forum members but, before agreeing to a nomination, members should consider whether they might be constrained by a conflict of interest.

Remuneration: There is no payment attached to this Office but out-of-pocket expenses can be reimbursed.
Competences Required:

· The ability to provide leadership for a diverse organisation with sectoral, thematic and geographical interests; 

· The ability to chair meetings and draw together differing views and interests, guide discussions and reach an acceptable consensus; 

· A thorough knowledge of the broad range of issues affecting rural areas; 

· The time and enthusiasm to devote to the Forum; 

· An understanding of what is possible locally, regionally and nationally; and

· Outward looking and willing to challenge the status quo.

Main Activities:
Vice Chairs may be called upon to deputise for the Chair at: 

· Quarterly meetings of the full Forum; 

· Chair’s Advisory Committee (minimum of four meetings per year);
· Quarterly meetings with Defra and other Ministers.
Representational:
· Forum’s Annual Conference;

· Defra’s Annual Rural Conference and other national events;
· Regional and sub-regional events in line with geographical or thematic responsibilities;
· Attend the Chair’s Advisory Committee to contribute to the organisation of the Forum and drive its business forward.
· Facilitate induction of new members
Vice Chairs will be supported by the Secretariat
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